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DEAR  SIR, 

0 i 

The  ceremony  of  dedication 
is  generally  fo  ufelefs,  or  fo  humi- 
liating, as  to  detract  conliderably 
from  the  dignity  of  men  of  let- 
ters. But  medical  authors,  hav- 
ing the  good  fortune  to  write  for 
their  proper  judges,  are  moffc  in- 
excufable,  if  they  folicit  any  other 
patronage  than  that  of  profeffional 
merit.  In  giving  the  ornament 
of  your  name  to  this  little  book, 
therefore,  I only  place  my  work 
under  its  natural  prote&or,  a me- 
dical philofopher,  zealous  for  the 

improve- 


* 
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improvement  of  his  fcience,  and 
not  lefs  diftinguifhed  by  liberality 
of  condudt  towards  his  younger 
brethren  of  the  profeffion,  than  by 
thofe  qualities  which  have  gained 
him,  in  fo  eminent  a degree,  the 
confidence  of  the  public. 

When  I add  the  confideration, 
that  I have  the  happinefs  of  ad- 
drefiing  a friend,  as  well  difpofed 
to  favour,  as  entitled  to  decide 
the  fortune  of  thefe  pages,  it  is 
with  fingular  pleafure  that  I em- 
brace this  opportunity  of  acknow- 
ledging  myfelf, 


DEAR  SIR, 

Your  molt  obliged. 


Manchester,  and  moft  obedient  fervant. 


Mofley-Street,  April  30,  1792. 
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PREFACE. 


Th  E following  pages  contain 
a fele&ion  of  cafes  and  obferva- 
tions,  chiefly  drawn  from  my 
practice  at  the  Manchefter  Infir- 
mary. The  extended  plan  of 
that  inftitution  affords  the  moft 
favourable  opportunities  to  a dili- 
gent obferver,  for  afcertaining 
with  precifion  many  fatffs  in  the 
hiftory  of  difeafes,and  for  appreci- 
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ating  the  value  of  eftablifhed  me- 
thods of  cure.  Some  part  of  the 
fruits- of  fuch  advantages  fhould 
therefore  revert  to  the  public,  in 
acknowledgment  of  the  good  it 
beftows.  And  fomething  may 
be  added  to  the  flock  of  fcience, 
by  unwearied  attention  to  a con- 
liderable  number  of  patients,  in- 
difcriminately  taken,  in  a great 
town. 

The  hiftory  of  difeafes  has 
been  much  enriched,  fince  the 
publication  of  Lord  Verulam’s 
Treatife  on  the  Advancement  of 
Sciences ; in  which,  with  his 
ufual  fagacity,  he  has  recom- 
mended full  defcriptions  of  the 
morbid  appearances  in  every 

diforder, 
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diforder,  and  careful  diffedtions 
illuflrative  of  them.  From  that 
time,  obfervation  has  been  gene- 
rally purfued,  equally  as  the  road 
to  truth  and  reputation.  When- 
ever the  obferver  has  delivered 
faithfully  the  refult  of  a great 
number  of  fadls,  or  has  poffeffed 
that  uncommon  talent  of  con- 
cluding accurately  from  a few 
particulars  to  generals,  fcience 
has  been  improved,  and  fome- 
times  extended.  And  feveral 
authors  preferve  a diftinguifhed 
place  in  medical  libraries,  becaufe 
their  defcriptions  of  difeafes  are 
accurate  and  intelligible,  although 
their  particular  fyftems, ' and 
modes  of  cure,  be  in  a great 
meafure  exploded.  But  the  me- 

B 2 thod, 
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thod,  fo  fafhionable  at  prefent, 
of  publifhing  fingle  cafes,  appears 
not  well  calculated  to  enlarge 
our  knowledge,  either  of  the 
nature  or  cure  of  difeafes.*  On 
a fingle  inftance  of  fuccefs,  how- 
ever faithfully  delivered,  no  point 
of  pra&ice  can  reft ; and  al- 
though minutenefs  in  defcrip- 
tions  of  the  natural  courfe  of 
fymptoms  is  recommended  by 
our  beft  fyftematic  writers,'  fince 
Lord  Verulam,  yet  the  great  and 
unneceflary  prolixity  of  modern 
cafe- writers  could  never  be  in- 
tended by  them ; it  is  oppofite, 
indeed,  to  the  method  of  every 

* Dr.  Sydenham  has  exprefied  the  fame 
opinion  of  the  inutility  of  publifhing  fingle 
cafes. 
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author,  eminent  in  this  particu- 
lar. Half  a page  of  Aretaeus,  Cel- 
fus,  or  Sydenham  conveys  more 
circumftances,  and  with  a more 
lively  impreflion,  to  the  reader, 
than  many  ftieets  of  languid  nar- 
ration,* One  would  imagine, 
that  Quintilian  was  prophefy- 
ing  of  the  latter  fort  of  medical 
ftyle,  in  his  Chapter  De  Perfpi- 
cuitate.  u Eft  etiam  in  quibuf- 
“ dam  turba  inanium  verborum, 
“ qui  dum  communem.loquendi 

* Neque  quidpiam  magis  hiiloriae  natu- 
ralis  medicse  veritatem,  fidelitaternque  labe- 
fadtavit,  quam  libido  Audtorum  in  eadem 
exornanda,  novis  et  elegantibus  loquendi 
formulis,  fubtilibus  fpeculationibus,  copiofis 
audtorum  citationibus,  fimilibufque  Ledto- 
rum  gratia  excogitatis.  Bagliv.  Prax.  Med. 
p.  172. 

B 3 iC  morem 


\ 


VI 


PREFACE. 


“ morem  reformidant,  dudti  fpe- 
“ cie  nitoris,  circumeunt  om- 
c<  nia  copiofa  loquacitate  quae  di- 
<c  cere  volunt.” 

i 

In  the  fucceeding  feledtion,  the 
cafes  are  generally  given  as  briefly 
as  poflible.  My  principal  aim 
has  been,  to  conclude,  by  diredt 
indudtion  from  a fufficient  num- 
ber of  fadts,  refpedhing  the  effects 
of  certain  modes  of  pradtice.* 
I have  found,  by  fome  length  of 
experience,  that  it  is  abfolutely 
neceflary  for  a phyfician,  who 

* If  fome  exceptions  ftiould  appear 
among  thefe  cafes,  I hope  it  is  chiefly  owing 
to  the  Angularity  of  the  complaint  defcribed, 
or  to  the  neceflity  of  elucidating  a particular 
train  of  fymptoms  in  a minute  manner. 

would 
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would  do  juftice  to  his  patients, 


fuccefs  in  the  treatment  of  diffi- 
cult difeafes.*  Some  particular 
combinations,  againft  which  the 
fevereft  mind  cannot  always  guard 
itfelf,  or  fome  partial  chain  of  v 

events  conne&ed  with  the  exhi- 

« 

bition  of  a medicine,  will  fre- 
quently lead  him  to  falfe  conclu- 

* Hanc  vero  remediorum  intimiorem 
cognitionem  animo  rite  concipiendi,  vix  cer- 
tior,  redtior  et  compendiofior  datur  via,  ac 
per  obfervationes  et  morborum  hiftorias,  quae 
fimul  medicaminum  propinatorum  ufum, 
genuinam  applicationem  et  certos  effedtus 
recenfent  atque  compledtuntur.  Et  hinc 
demum  vera,  certa  et  non  fallax  de  remedio- 
rum viribus  et  efficacia,  quae  tantopere  in 
defiderio  eft,  experientia,  proficifcitur  et 
medenti  innotefcit.  Hoffman,  tom.  II. 
fedt.  i.  cap.  2. 


account  of  his 
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fions,  if  he  trufl:  his  memory 
alone,  or  negled  long  to  adjuft 
his  Adverfaria.  The  inftances  of 
good  or  ill  fuccefs  are  likewife 
often  feparated  by  intervals  of 
time,  and  other  purfuits,  which 

deaden  or  obliterate  the  force  of 

/ 

comparifon.  By  fupporting  a 
journal  of  the  treatment  and 
events  of  certain  difeafes,  on  the 
contrary,  a phyfician  fupplies 
himfelf  with  data,  on  which  he 
can  reafon  with  confidence,  and 
ad  with  fatisfadion,  in  forming 
a plan  of  cure  for  every  new 
patient. 

One  of  the  chief  obftacles  to 
accuracy  in  relating  obfervations, 
has  been  the  unhappy  pronenefs 

of 
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of  medical  writers  to  form  fyf- 
tems.  Such  gentlemen  would  do 
well  to  read  Mr.  Locke’s  chap- 
ters on  the  abufe  of  language. 
A fyftem  ought  to  be  nothing 
more  than  an  arrangement  of 
fads,  in  convenient  order  for  the 
memory.  So  far,  fyftems  are  nei- 
ther true  nor  falfe.;  it  is  only  of 
importance  that  the  fads  compre- 
hended be  true  and  well  told. 
Yet  to  the  falfe  idol  of  fyftem, 
particular  truths,  which  are  our 
proper  objeds,  have  too  often 
been  facrificed.  As  I have  long 
fince  refigned  all  exclufive  pre- 
ference for  any  fyftem,  and  con- 
tented myfelf  with  ufing  what- 
ever each  contains  applicable  to 
pradice,  the  freedom  of  thefe 

cafes 
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cafes  will  not,  probably,  be  dif- 
puted. 

I have  endeavoured  to  avoid 
many  quotations.*  When  any 
paflage  of  importance  occurred 
to  me,  connected  with  a feries 
of  my  obfervations,  I have  en- 
deavoured to  .recal  it.  But  I 

have  been  at  no  pains  to  afcer- 

• 

tain  whether  any  detached  fa£ts 
had  been  anticipated.  Few 
claims  to  originality  in  medical 
books  can  now  be  fupported. 

> 

* It  was  fmartly  and  juftly  faid,  however, 
by  Gabriel  Naude  (who  feldom  ventured  to 
hold  an  opinion,  for  which  he  could  not  pro- 
duce claflical  authority)  that  they  only  are 
averfe  to  quotations  who  never  expedt  to  be 
quoted  themfelves. 
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The  affertion  of  a fpafmodic  ftate 
of  the  extreme  veffels,  in  the 
cold  ftage  of  fevers,  for  example, 
commonly  afcribed  to  Dr.  Hoff- 
man, was  firft  made  by  Dr. 
Piens,  in  his  comprehenlive  Trea- 
tife  De  Febre.  But  when  I have 
entered  on  the  ufe  of  a medicine, 
on  the  authority  of  any  writer, 
I have  always  been  careful  to 
compare  his  experience  with 
mine,  and  to  make  every  necef- 
fary  allowance  where  a variation 
j appeared.  Every  man  is  partial 
i to  his  own  experience,  and  reck- 
j ons  it  fure ; and  I have  ufed  my 
| utmoft  caution  not  to  urge  my 
j conclulions  beyond  the  ftrength 
j of  the  fads. 
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The  Eflay  on  the  origin  of 
contagious  and  new  Difeafes, 
was  written  for  the  Literary  and 
Philofophical  Society  of  Man- 
chefter,  and  perhaps  may  be  mif- 
placed  in  this  volume.  Its  prin- 
cipal objedt,  indeed,  is  not  en- 
tirely medical  ; but  as  it  fuggefts 
a motive  for  adtive  benevolence, 
which  has  been  little  confidered 
before,  and  involves  many  topics 
connedted  with  one  part  of  the 
obfervations,  I have  ventured  to 
infert  it,  in  hopes  that  its  defign 
may  cover  its  faults. 

Before  I conclude,  I cannot 
avoid  acknowledging  my  obliga- 
tions, for  the  delign  of  this  lit- 
tle work,  and  for  feveral  pradtical 

hints 
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hints  purfued  in  it,  to  the  valu- 
able publications  of  Dr.  Home. 
In  his  Medical  FaEls  and  Experi- 
inents , and  his  Clinical  Experi- 
ments, Hift  ories  and  Dijfedlions , he 
has  pointed  out  the  only  certain 
road  to  folid  medical  knowledge, 
and  has  laboured  it  with  fuccefs. 
It  is  indeed  only  a frefh  opening 
of  the  old  Hippocratic  way  ; at 
once  decorated  and  obftru&ed  by 
the  remains  of  former  writers. 
A man  of  fcience  will  neither 
condemn  them  with  the  igno- 
rant, as  rubbifh,  nor  tremble 
with  fuperftitious  fear  to  remove 
them,  where  their  place  can  be 
better  fupplied  by  frefh  materials. 
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SINGULAR  PARALYTIC  AFFECTION. 

A STRONG,  lufty,  middle-aged  man 
was  fuddenly  affedted  with  a tingling 
pain,  fucceeded  by  numbnefs,  in  the 
thumb  and  fingers  of  his  right  hand. 
In  a few  minutes,  the  parts  became 
black,  and  the  pain,  extending  along 
the  arm  and  fhoulder,  darted  into  the 
right  fide  of  the  mouth,  j uft  at  the  an- 
gle of  the  lips.  He  immediately  felt 
his  fpeech  impeded  ; and  he  articulated 

with 
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with  great  difficulty,  and  very  imper- 
fectly, till  the  fit  was  over,  which  was 
completed  in  the  courfe  of  half  an  hour. 
The  paroxyfm  returned  once  in  two 
or  three  hours,  obferving  precifely  the 
fame  courfe.  His  head  was  not  af- 
fected, during  any  part  of  its  duration, 
either  with  pain  or  giddinefs ; nor  had 
any  indications  of  a paralytic  diforder 
preceded  the  attack.  His  bowels  were 
in  a regular  ftate.  His  tongue  was 
white. 

I examined  his  hand  with  particular 
care,  but  could  not  difcover  any  marks 
of  injury  about  it;  and  he  did  not 

recolleCt,  after  repeated  inquiries,  that 

* 

it  had  fuftained  any  violence.  I ordered 
a blifter  to  be  immediately  applied  to 
the  outfide  of  the  fore-arm,  in  the 
direction  of  the  radius,  with  the  view 
of  ftimulating  the  principal  nerves  fup- 
plying  the  fingers,  and  prefcribed  a 
gentle  laxative. 


The 
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The  effedt  of  the  blifter  was  decifive: 
as  foon  as  it  produced  an  effufion,  the 
fits  left  him.  Some  irregular  feelings 
were  afterwards  perceived  in  the  fin- 
gers, but  there  was  no  approach  to- 
wards another  paroxyfm. 

A day  or  two  after  the  application  of 
the  blifter,  he  complained  of  a flight 
head-ach,  and  as  his  pulfe  was  very- 
full  and  ftrong,  I ordered  him  to  lofe 
twelve  ounces  of  blood  from  the  left 
arm.  This,  with  a low  diet,  and 
attention  to  his  evacuations,  completed 
the  cure,  and  I believe  he  has  now 
remained  well  for  near  two  years. 

/ 

, ■ » 

Might  it  not  be  ufeful,  in  cafes  of 
the  Aura  Epileptica,  to  apply  blifters 
near  the  place  where  the  principal 
nerves,  which  go  to  the  part  affedted, 
divide  ? 
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AN  UNCOMMON  SPASMODIC  CASE* 
SUCCESSFULLY  TREATED. 

E.  W.  a girl  of  thirteen,  had  an 
eruption  over  the  whole  furface  of  the 
fkin,  of  an  herpetic  character,  and 
exquifitely  fore.  She  complained  alfo 
of  violent  pain  in  her  ftomach,  which 
feized  her  at  uncertain  times,  and  was 
always  followed  by  general  convulfions, 
about  the  commencement  of  which  her 
jaws  became  locked,  and  could  not  be 
feparated  till  the  clofe  of  the  paroxyfm. 
The  duration  of  the  fits  was  very  un- 
equal ; generally  about  three  or  four 
hours } but  fometimes  a fucceffion  of 
them  would  happen  for  twenty-four 
hours,  with  hardly  a perceptible  inter- 
val. 

* ■ ' r i , % * ''  i 

I gave  her  fmall  dofes  of  opium, 
frequently  repeated,  during  her  inter- 

miflions. 


UNCOMMON  SPASMODIC  CASE.  19 

millions,  but  without  effed.  Her  jaws 
locked  fo  fpeedily  after  the  beginning 
of  the  fit,  that  no  medicine  could  be 
introduced  into  the  ftomach  during  its 
continuance;  and  it  was  evident,  that 
the  only  hope  of  a cure  refted  on  pre- 
venting the  acceflion,  by  remedies  ex- 
hibited at  the  firft  figns  of  its  approach. 
I therefore  directed  her  mother,  on  the 
appearance  of  languor  and  uneafinefs 
which  preceded  the  pain,  to  make  her 
fwallow  a pill,  compofed  of  half  a 
grain  of  opium,  two  grains  of  muik, 
and  two  of  camphor ; and  to  repeat 
the  dofe  every  quarter  or  half  hour 
(to  a certain  extent)  according  to  the 
progrefs  of  the  fit.  After  fome 
fruitlefs  trials,  in  which  five  grains  of 
opium  were  given  before  the  jaws 
locked,  finding  the  patient  fink  very 
fall  under  intolerable  and  almoft  con- 
ftant  agony,  I determined  to  try  the 
effed  of  the  combination  in  its  full  ex- 
tent. At  the  approach  of  a fit  (the  in- 
C 2 termifiions 
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termiflions  of  which  fcarcely  allowed 
her  time  to  receive  any  food)  ten  grains 
of  opium,  a fcruple  of  mufk,  and  a fcru- 
ple  of  camphor  were  thrown  in.  The 
confequence  was,  that  the  pain  was 
immediately  relieved ; the  jaw  did  not 
fix  : and  the  convulfions  ceafed.  The 
irritation  on  the  furface  was  fo  great, 
that  She  had  very  little  fleep  during  the 
night ; and  next  day  the  ufual  figns  of 
a fit  appeared,  but  an  equal  dofe  of  the 
pills  being  adininifiered,  the  threaten- 
ing fymptoms  went  off,  and  left  her 
tolerably  eafy.  After  feveral  repulfes 
of  this  kind,  the  tendency  to  renew 
the  paroxyfms  gradually  ceafed,  and 
the  opiate  was  proportionably  dimi- 
nished. The  eruption  decayed  in  the 
fame  proportion  with  the  fits  j and  in 
a Shorter  time  than  I had  expected,  her 
fkin  was  entirely  clear,  and  She  was 
able  to  work  as  ufual. 

I have  occafionally  inquired  after  her, 
and  found  that  fhe  has  continued  per- 
fectly 
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fe&ly  well.  It  is  now  two  years  from 
the  attack. 

It  was  very  remarkable,  that  while 
fhe  ufed  fo  large  a quantity  of  opi- 
um, the  effects  of  which  were  fo 
powerful  on  the  fyftem,  die  never  dept 
above  four  or  five  hours  together,  and 
then  only  in  the  night.  I have  ob- 
ferved  the  fame  circumftance  in  other 
cafes,  where  opium  has  been  exten- 
fively  employed.  And  I believe  that, 
with  prudence  and  attention  in  aug- 
menting the  dofes,  the  fulled;  benefits 
may  be  derived  from  that  remedy,  with- 
out danger  or  inconvenience. 

It  mud:  be  obferved,  however,  that 
fatal  confequences  have  fometimes  fol- 
lowed the  large  exhibition  of  opium. 
See  a remarkable  cafe  in  Dr.  Percival’s 
Edays  Medical  and  Experimental, 
vol.  1.  p.  421.  When  fuch  dofes  are 
continued  for  a length  of  time,  it  is 
always  proper  to  interpofe  a laxative 
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once  in  two  days,  and  where  the 
fymptoms  are  not  very  urgent,  to  in- 
termit the  ufe  of  the  opium  for  twelve 
or  twenty-four  hours.  The  ftate  of 
the  pulfe,  and  every  circumftance  indi- 
cating the  ftate  of  the  vital  functions, 
muft  be  carefully  attended  to,  during 
fuch  a courfe  and  the  practitioner 
muft  always  remember,  in  fuch  cafes, 
that  while  a proper  degree  of  bold- 
nefs  is  neceflary  to  effedt  a cure, 
temerity  may  produce  an  irreparable 
evil. 


REMEDIES  OF  DROPSY. 

I do  not  remember  to  have  feen  any 
comparifon  inftituted  among  the  va- 
rious methods  of  reducing  the  fwel- 
lings,  by  increafing  the  quantity  of 
urine  in  this  diforder.  The  whole 
tribe  of  diuretics  is  acknowledged  to 
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be  uncertain,  and  often  to  difappoint 
the  mod  rational  expectations.  Practi- 
tioners are  therefore  perpetually  in 
fearch  of  new  remedies  belonging  to 
this  clafs,  and  are  too  apt  to  over-rate 
the  value  of  fuch  difcoveries.  An  ap- 
preciation of  the  diuretics  we  already 
potiefs  would  perhaps  be  more  fervice- 
able  to  medicine,  than  the  addition  of 
any  tingle  article  of  this  kind.  The 
following  cafes  contain  fome  faCts  of 
this  nature,  refpeCting  a few  of  the 
principal  remedies  employed  in  drop- 
fy.  A feries  of  obfervations,  conti- 
nued on  the  fame  plan,  may  perhaps 
introduce,  if  not  a more  fuccefsful,  yet 
a fafer  mode  of  practice  in  this  formi- 
dable difeafe. 

DIGITALIS. 

HISTORY  I. 

I *4  • « g , * 

Sarah  Irlam,  upwards  of  tixty  years 
«f  age,  became  gradually  anafarcous, 

C 4 and 
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and  when  I faw  her  firft  was  fo  much 
fwelled,  as  to  be  totally  unwieldy. 
Her  urine  was  very  fcanty.  She  took 
one  grain  of  digitalis,  and  in  the  courfe 
of  a few  hours  voided  a great  quantity 
of  urine.  She  took  another  grain  next 
day,  which  retarded  her  pulfe,  and  oc- 
cafioned  violent  ficknefs.  The  fwel- 
lings  were  completely  reduced  in  three 
or  four  days. 


history  ir. 

John  Wilfon,  aged  twenty-eight, 
had  both  afcites  and  anafarca.  His 
belly  and  legs  were  exceflively  dif- 
tended,  and  he  had  a tormenting  cough 
and  dyfpncea.  He  took  one  grain  of 
digitalis  daily.  His  urine  increafed  in 
quantity,  but  flowly.  He  then  took 
a grain  and  half  every  day,  which 
produced  a large  flow  of  urine,  fteadily 
fupported,  and  cured  him  perfectly,  to 
all  appearance,  in  the  courfe  of  a fort- 
night. He  will  be  heard  of  again. 

HISTORY  , 
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HISTORY  III. 

i . . 

Elizabeth  Hall,  aged  thirty-one,  had 
become  anafarcous  by  flow  degrees,  and 
the  fwelling  began  to  make  confider- 
able  progrefs.  She  took  half  an  ounce 
of  the  infufum  digitalis  twice  a day, 
without  any  conflderable  effedt  at  firfl: ; 
I then  interpofed  a grain  of  gamboge 
and  half  an  ounce  of  cream  of  tartar, 
once  or  twice  a week,  according  to 
the  quantity  of  urine ; continuing  the 
digitalis  on  the  other  days.  The  urine 
now  flowed  largely ; the  fwellings  re- 
ceded, and  left  her  entirely  in  lefs  than 
three  weeks. 


HISTORY  IV. 


John  Dawfon,  aged  fifty-five,  affedt- 
ed  with  afcites  and  anafarca,  took 
one  grain  of  digitalis  every  day.  He 
was  cured  of  his  dropfy  in  the  courfe 
of  a month,  and  no  complaint  re- 
mained 
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mained  but  a cough,  which  was  re- 
moved in  a few  weeks  by  the  common 
pe&oral  medicines. 

HISTORY  V. 

James  Heys,  aged  twenty-feven,  was 
received  into  the  hofpital,  with  anafarca 
and  afcites,  exceffively  fwelled,  and 
voiding  very  little  urine.  He  took 
one  grain  of  digitalis  daily,  which  pro- 
moted a great  difcharge  of  urine,  and 
he  went  out  perfe&ly  cured  in  three 
weeks. 

\ 

HISTORY  VI. 

Elizabeth  Atherton,  aged  nineteen, 
was  affedted  with  a confiderable  degree 
of  anafarca,  and  an  incipient  afcites. 
She  took  digitalis  in  increaling  do- 
fes,  to  the  extent  of  four  grains  a 
day ; once  or  twice  a week,  a purga- 
tive compofed  of  gamboge  and  cream 
of  tartar,  in  the  proportions  already 

mentioned 
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mentioned,  was  interpofed.  She  was 
cured  in  the  fpace  of  two  months. 

HISTORY  VII. 

* v 

Ellen  Farrar,  admitted,  April  n, 

1791,  aged  nineteen,  had  anafarcous 
fwellings  of  the  lower  extremities,  and 
a fcarcity  of  urine.  She  complained 
likewife  of  oppreflion  at  her  bread:, 

' of  difturbed  deep,  and  fome  degree  of 
orthopnasa.  She  took  one  grain  of 
digitalis  daily,  and  occafional  dofes  of  . 
gamboge  and  cream  of  tartar.  She  was 
difcharged,  cured,  on  the  twenty-fifth 
of  May. 

HISTORY  VIII. 

Margaret  Dewrden,  aged  nine,  was 
admitted,  Auguft  8,  1791.  The  ab- 
domen was  greatly  diftended,  and  a 
flrong  fluctuation  was  felt  on  percuf- 
fion.  Her  urine  was  very  fcanty,  her 
, third  great  j with  a white  tongue,  and 

hurried 
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hurried  pulfe,  and  a teizing  cough. 
She  began  immediately  to  take  a grain 
of  digitalis  every  day,  in  an  ounce  of 
infufum  gentians  compofitum.  The 
urine  increafed  in  a day  or  two,  and 
continued,  for  fix  weeks,  to  flow 
largely  $ her  fwelling  decreafed,  and 
the  had  from  two  to  three  ftools  daily. 
She  was  difcharged,  cured,  in  the  fol- 
lowing December. 

i 

HISTORY  IX. 

4 

Elizabeth  Bailey,  aged  twenty-five, 
was  one  of  the  unfortunate  perfons  on 
whom  a large  manufactory  fell,  in 
winter,  1791*  She  received  a fevere 
blow  from  a large  piece  of  timber,  on 
the  left  fide  of  the  cheft,  and  was 
otherwife  bruifed,  in  confequence  of 
which  lhe  was  under  the  care  of  a 
furgeon  for  fome  time.  When  I ad- 
mitted her,  on  the  thirtieth  of  May, 
her  legs  and  feet  were  much  lwelled ; 

flic 
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f , 1 

ihe  was  thirdy,  had  a cough,  and  was 

fubjedt  to  orthopncea,  particularly  in 
the  night.  Her  deep  was  broken  ; die 
often  complained  of  oppredion  and 
pain  in  her  bread:,  and  of  pain  about 
the  middld  of  her  left  arm,  which  was 
always  aggravated,  when  her  bread: 
was  mod  uneafy.  Her  face,  at  fuch 
times  was  dightly  oedematous.  Her 
urine  was  diminished  in  quantity.  On 
the  third  of  June,  fhe  began  to  take 
one  grain  a- day  of  digitalis.  Her 
fwellings  then  leflened,  and  her  urine, 
in  general,  was  much  increafed.  A 
violent  head-ach  made  blifters  behind 
the  ears  neceflary,  on  the  dfteenth  of 
June ; and  the  pain  in  her  dde  and  left 
arm  became  fo  troublefome,  on  the 
third  of  July,  that  a blifter  was  then 
directed  to  her  fide.  And  as  die  com- 
plained of  codivenefs  and  datulence, 
which  even  produced  the  globus  hyde- 
ricus,  about  the  end  of  June,  the  do- 
machic  or  fcetid  pills  were  occadonally 

given 
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given,  and  a vomit  was  once  directed. 
But  the  ufe  of  the  digitalis  was  fteadily 
purfued  without  augmentation,  till  the 
twenty-fecond  of  July,  when  all  her 
fymptoms  were  fo  much  mitigated, 
that  I confented  to  her  defire  of  leav- 
ing the  houfe.  The  fwellings  were 
completely  reduced,  and  the  pains 
little,  if  at  all  troublefome.  I believe 
fhe  has  fince  relapfed. 

HISTORY  X. 

' t 

John  Rowbottom,  aged  fixteen,  was 
admitted  on  the  feventh  of  March, 
1791.  His  complaint  was  of  con- 
fiderable  duration.  The  belly  was 
much  enlarged.  With  a fenfible  fluctu- 
ation j the  legs  and  feet  anafarcous, 
and  the  face  oedematous.  His  urine 
was  deficient,  his  tongue  white,  and 
his  third:  exceffive.  A florid  circum- 
fcribed  rednefs  of  the  cheeks,  accom- 
panied him  through  the  whole  difeafe. 
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and  he  complained  of  a cough.  But 
his  pulfe  was  tremulous  and  jarring 
in  a moft  extraordinary  degree,  and 
finding,  on  inquiry,  that  he  had  been 
long  fubjedt  to  diftrefling  palpitations  of 
the  heart,  I examined  its  motion  with 
attention.  On  applying  my  hand  to  the 
ufual  place,  I found  a great  expanfion 
of  the  pulfation  every  way  : the  apex 
could  be  felt  diftindtly  to  ftrike  be- 
tween the  eighth  and  ninth  ribs.  He 
now  told,  that  the  palpitations  had 
preceded  the  dwellings  ; that  he  had 
often  felt  pains  driking  acrofs  his 
bread: ; and  had  fometimes  difcharged  a 
little  blood  by  the  mouth.  He  was  put 
upon  a courfe  of  digitalis,  beginning 
with  a grain  a day,  and  two  days  after- 
wards was  yrdered  the  ufual  dofe  of 
gamboge  and  cream  of  tartar.  This 
did  not  operate,  and  I found  it  necef- 
fary  to  give  four  grains  of  gamboge 
and  half  an  ounce  of  cream  of  tartar, 
which  purged  him  from  four  to  fix 

times. 
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times.  Half  the  quantity  of  gamboge 
anfwered  afterwards.  No  remarkable 
benefit  was  derived  from  his  medicines 
for  fome  time.  His  habit  was  very 
coflive,  and  the  purgative  was  fo  often 
required,  that  the  regular  ufe  of  the 
digitalis  was  not  begun  till  the  middle 
of  April.  His  fwellings  then  began  to 
give  way  ; he  took  at  lad  two  grains 
daily.  On  the  fifth  of  June,  he  was 
' almoft  entirely  emptied ; and  was  then 
made  an  out-patient,  at  his  own  earned 
requefl.  The  dilatation  of  the  heart 
did  not  feem  to  proceed  with  much 
rapidity.  Little  difference  could  be 
perceived  in  it,  when  he  left  the  houfe. 
On  the  fifteenth  of  September,  he  ap- 
plied to  me  again,  and  was  re-admitted. 
His  fwellings  were  now  much  greater, 
and  his  difficulty  of  breathing  was  very 
harraffing;  the  fcrotum  was  didended 
to  fuch  a degree,  that  the  penis  was 
almofl  buried.  His  urine  was  again 
lcanty.  The  heart  now  feemed  more 

dilated. 
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dilated,  and  the  pulfation  felt  more 
remote.  His  fcrotum  was  immediately 
fcarified  very  gently,  and  the  following 
bolus  was  ordered  to  be  taken  at  bed- 
time ; 

R.  Pul*.  Scill.  arid.  gr.  v. 

Jalap,  gr.  vi. 

Calomel,  gr.  ii.  Confer.  Rof.  q.  s.  M. 

On  the  flxteenth,  his  fcrotum  was 
reduced  by  draining,  and  his  urine 
was  increafed.  The  bolus  had  purged 
him  thrice.  He  was  every  way  eafier. 
On  the  feventeenth,  the  fmall  inci- 
fions  on  the  fcrotum  were  healed ; but 
as  his  urine  flowed  ftill  more  freely, 
I trufted  to  the  bolus,  which  had  been 
given  every  night,  and  generally  pro- 
duced about  two  ftools  in  twenty-four 
hours.  His  fwellings  then  abated,  and 
his  legs  and  fcrotum  were  completely 
emptied.* 

For  the  event  of  this  cafe,  fee,  Dilatation  of  the  Heart. 
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HISTORY  XI. 

Ellen  Wyatt,  aged  fifty-eight,  was 
admitted  on  the  fifteenth  of  Auguft, 
1791.  Her  abdomen  was  diftended, 
and  a fluctuation  was  perceptible.  Her 
urine  was  fcanty.  She  was  ordered  the 
digitalis  in  the  ufual  manner,  with  the 
interpofition  of  the  pulvis  purgans. 
She  now  took  two  grains  of  digitalis 
a-day,  her  urine  increafed,  and  the 
fwelling  of  the  belly  was  very  fenfibly 
leflened.  On  the  fifteenth  of  Septem- 
ber, fhe  complained,  for  the  firft  time, 
of  fwellings  in  her  legs.  She  was  then 
again  ordered  the  pulvis  purgans.  On 
the  twenty-fecond,  the  fwellings  of  the 
legs  were  gone,  but  fhe  complained  of 
frequent  ficknefs  and  laflitude,  and  her 
pulfe  was  much  flower.  The  digitalis 
was  therefore  omitted,  and  the  bark 
eledluary  ordered  in  its  ftead.  On  the 
twenty-ninth,  fhe  was  more  fwelled, 
and  her  urine  was  more  fcanty.  She 

was 
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was  again  ordered  a dofe  of  the  pulvis 
purgans,  and  one  grain  of  digitalis  a 
day.  She  was  afterwards  put  on  a 
courfe  of  cream  of  tartar,  fometimes 
in  folution,  fometimes  combined  with 
gamboge,  and  is  now  much  better. 

HISTORY  XII. 

James  Lees,  aged  fifty-three,  was 
admitted  with  afcites  and  anafarca,  on 
the  twelfth  of  September,  1791.  He 
was  ordered  one  grain  a-day  of  digitalis* 
and  as  he  was  much  emaciated,  the 
bark  was  joined  to  it.  On  the  nine- 
teenth, his  urine  was  increafing.  He 
was  then  ordered  two  grains  of  digitalis 
daily ; his  urine  flowed  in  confiderable 
quantity,  his  fwellings  were  leflened, 
and  he  was  difcharged,  cured,  on  the 
twenty-fourth  of  O&ober. 

HISTORY  XIII. 

John  Wilfon,  whofe  firfl:  attack  was 
narrated  in  hiftory  the  fecond,  applied  to 

D 2 me 
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me  again,  on  the  fifteenth  of  June, 
1790.  His  fwellings  were  now  as 
great  as  ever,'  and  his  countenance 
denoted  greater  anxiety.  I gave  the 
digitalis  again,  in  fuch  dofes  as  to 
produce  a flrong  narcotic  effect,  with- 
out being  able  to  increafe  his  urine. 
A variety  of  other  diuretics,  tried  in 
fucceffion,  proved  equally  unfuccefsful. 
The  event  of  the  cafe  I do  not  know, 
for  he  was  foon  removed  to  the  work- 
houfe. 


HISTORY  XIV. 

William  Williams,  aged  fixty,  ad- 
mitted February  lecond,  had  been  ill 
for  fome  time.  He  was  afftidted  both 
with  anafarca  and  afcites.  He  made 
very  little  water ; his  countenance  was 
cadaverous,  his  pulfe  low  ; and  he 
often  complained  of  pain  in  his  right 
fide,  striking  upwards  to  the  top  of  the 
right  fhoulder.  He  took  the  digitalis 
in  increafing  dofes,  without  any  effedt, 

for 
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for  fome  weeks.  When  he  took  four 
grains  a day,  his  pulfe  was  rendered 
fenfibly  flower,  and  he  became  very 
drowfy.  I therefore  flopped  at  that 
quantity,  and  continued  the  fame  dofe 
every  day  for  a week  longer.  But  the 
narcotic  effeCts  were  fo  continued,  that 
I durft  go  no  farther.  His  urine  was 
never  increafed  by  it.  The  fequel  of 
this  'cafe  comes  under  another  remedy. 

HISTORY  XV. 

Betty  Williamfon,  aged  thirty,  ad- 
mitted Nov.  9,  1789,  was  anafarcous 
in  her  lower  extremities,  and  there  was 
reafon  to  fear  the  approach  of  afcites. 
She  had  a violent  cough,  and  a large 
expectoration,  which  had  fome  ap- 
pearance of  pus.  She  took  the  digi- 
talis as  ufual  : it  produced  in  a few 
days,  violent  flcknefs  and  vomiting,  but 
did  not  leflen  her  fwellings.  I there- 
fore difcontinued  its  ufe, 
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HISTORY  XVI. 

Ellen  Jones,  aged  fixty,  admitted  in 
March,  1789,  was  anafarcous,  with  the 
ufual  attendance  of  cough  and  third:. 
She  took  the  digitalis,  like  the  reft,  for 
a month,  without  any  fenfible  differ- 
ence in  the  ftate  of  the  urine  or  dwell- 
ings, 

HISTORY  XVII. 

> 

Job  Bowers,  aged  thirty-feven,  ad- 
mitted Dec.  2 7,  1790,  of  a cachedtic 
appearance,  was  affedted  with  afcites  and 
anafarca,  attended  with  the  ufual  fymp- 
toms.  He  began  with  a grain  of  di- 
gitalis, and  proceeded  to  two  grains  a 
day,  which  he  continued  to  take  during 
a fortnight,  without  relief.  It  was 
then  difcontinued. 

HISTORY  XVIII. 

William  Waters,  aged  twenty-three, 
\vas  admitted  on  the  twenty-fixth  of 

September, 
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September,  with  an  incipient  afcites. 
He  took  the  infufum  digitalis,  to  the 
extent  of  five  or  fix  fpoonfuls  a day,  by 
a gradual  augmentation.  This  quantity 
brought  on  a large  flow  of  urine,  and 
his  belly  diminifhed.  He  was  much 
emaciated,  when  I firfl:  faw  him,  and 
had  a caries  in  the  bones  of  the  carpus 
of  the  right  hand.  In  the  middle  of 
October,  he  was  attacked  with  feverifh 
fymptoms,  and  complained  of  a fore 
throat.  On  infpedtion,  a dark-coloured 
inflammation  appeared  in  the  fauces. 
He  was  ordered  bark,  and  aftringent 
gargles,  and  foon  got  better;  but  he 
looked  extremely  ill,  his  belly  filled 
again,  and  his  lower  extremities  be- 
came anafarcous.  The  digitalis  was 
now  repeated,  and  a tonic  courfe  joined 
with  it.  His  urine  again  flowed  largely, 
but  the  fwellings  were  not  leflened. 
In  the  beginning  of  November  he  was 
attacked  by  a fudden  pain  in  his  bow- 
els, on  which  the  former  courfe  was 

D 4 fufpended,- 
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fufpended,  and  opiates  were  given. 
The  gain  went  off  in  the  courfe  of  the 
day,  and  the  fwellings  difappeared. 
But  a few  days  afterwards,  his  right 
thigh  became  erylipelatous,  and  in  fpite 
of  the  liberal  ufe  of  bark  and  wine, 
the  affe&ion  extended  to  the  groin,  and 
ended  his  exiflence  on  the  eleventh  of 
November.  I could  not  obtain  leave 
to  infpedt  the  body. 

HISTORY  XIX. 

Mary  Rowley,  aged  thirty,  admitted 
February  12,  1791,  had  the  ufual  figns 
of  afeites.  She  took  two  grains  a-day 
of  digitalis  for  near  a fortnight.  She 
grew  worfe,  and  the  remedy  was 
dropped. 


HISTORY  XX. 

Mary  Sudworth,  aged  twenty-one, 

admitted  March  14,  with  evident  fymp- 

toms 
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toms  of  afcites  and  anafarca,  took  two 
grains  of  digitalis  a-day,  for  a week, 
but  became  worfe,  and  the  courfe  was 
changed. 

t s— 

HISTORY  XXI. 

Elizabeth  Oldham,  aged  forty-eight, 
admitted  June  20,  1791,  with  afcites, 
took  the  digitalis  with  the  pulvis  pur- 
gans,  in  the  manner  already  defcribed. 
She  found  no  relief,  and  in  a month 
the  remedy  was  difcontinued. 

HISTORY  XXII. 

Elizabeth  Williamfon,  aged  fixty, 
admitted  July  11,  1791,  ill  of  afcites, 
was  ordered  the  digitalis  and  pulvis 
purgans  as  ufual.  She  took  them  for 
a fortnight,  but  without  benefit. 

HISTORY  XXIII. 

George  Newton,  aged  feventy,  ad- 
mitted January  24,  179 1,  with  afcites 

and 
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and  anafarca,  took  the  digitalis  as  ufual. 
His  urine  did  not  increafe  ; but  fymp- 
toms  of  gangrene  appeared  in  the  lower 
extremities,  and  he  died  on  the  thir- 
tieth of  the  fame  month.  On  direc- 
tion, the  abdomen  was  found  full  of 
water  5 the  liver  appeared  foft  and 
pale ; the  pleura,  on  the  furface  of  the 
lungs,  bore  marks  of  inflammation, 
and  adhefions  were  formed  to  the  pa- 
rietes  of  the  cavity  : there  was  a con- 
fiderable  quantity  of  water  in  the 
thorax. 


HISTORY  XXIV. 

William  Taylor,  aged  nineteen,  ad- 
mitted May  30,  1791,  with  afcites  and 
anafarca,  was  fo  much  loaded  with  wa- 
ter, as  to  be  in  conftant  danger  of 
fuffocation.  He  was  put  on  a courfe 
of  the  pulvis  purgans  and  digitalis,  but 
without  effedt.  The  accumulation  in- 
creafed ; his  cheeks  and  lips  became 

livid ; 
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livid  ; and  it  was  neceflary  to  tap  him, 
to  prevent  inftant  death.  Accordingly 
the  operation  was  performed  on  the 
third  of  June,  and  a very  large  quantity 
of  water  drawn  off.  He  appeared 
fomewhat  eafier  the  next  day,  but  lan- 
guid. He  began  to  fill  again  ; mor- 
tification took  place  in  the  fcrotum, 
which  was  greatly  diftended ; and  he 
died  on  the  feventh  of  June. 

I have  no  notes  of  the  difiedion,  but 
I recolledt  that  the  liver  and  kidneys 
were  greatly  difeafed.  The  cheft  was 
full  of  water.  A fingular  circumftance 
attended  the  operation,  of  which  I have 
prevailed  on  Mr.  Simmons,  the  opera- 
tor, to  draw  up  an  account.  It  fol- 
lows, in  his  own  words. 

€t  I tapped  William  Taylor  for  an 
<e  afcites,  at  the  requeft  of  Dr.  Ferriar, 
ct  in  the  ufual  part  of  the  abdomen  ; 
e<  carefully  examining  the  part  where 

“ the 
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“ the  trocar  was  to  be  introduced,  to 
“ avoid  wounding  any  confiderable 
“ blood-veffel.  A large  quantity  of 
“ watery  fluid  was  evacuated,  and  to- 
<£  wards  the  conclufion  of  the  dif- 
te  charge  it  was  tinged  of  a reddifh 
“ colour.  On  withdrawing  the  ca- 
“ nula,  I was  much  alarmed  with  the 
e<  appearance  of  a confiderable  flow  of 
“ blood,  expedling  no  lefs  than  the 
<e  immediate  death  of  my  patient,  from 
“ his  very  debilitated  flats  previous  to 
“ the  operation.  The  colour,  how- 
(i  ever,  refembled  that  of  venous*  blood, 
“ and  I found  the  effufion  was  flopped 
“ by  compreflion.  Styptic  applica- 
tions  were  therefore  made,  and  the 
“ compreflion  was  continued  for  fome 
tc  time,  which  had  the  defired  effedl. 

tc  On  infpedling  the  body  after 
“ death,  which  happened  in  a few 
“ days,  I had  the  fatisfadlion  to  find, 
et  that  not  the  fmallefl  quantity  of 

“ blood 
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«<  blood  had  been  poured  out  into  the 
“ cavity  of  the  abdomen  ; and  that 

neither  inflammation  nor  gangrene 
“ had  come  upon  the  wound  from  the 
iC  ufe  of  the  aftringent  application. 
“ The  caufe  of  the  haemorrhage  was 
“ now  apparent.  The  epigaftric  artery 
“ with  its  accompanying  vein  running 
“ out  of  their  ufual  courfe,  the  latter 
“ had  been  divided,  and  fo  near  to  the 
“ former,  that  there  was  not  more 
“ than  the  fpace  of  a line  between  the 
“ wound  made  by  the  trocar  and  the 
c<  coats  of  the  artery. 

“ This  cafe  has  induced  me  to  think 
“ the  operation  of  the  paracentefls  of 
<e  the  abdomen  not  fo  trifling  as  it  is 
“ generally  believed  to  be  ; and  the 
“ late  obfervations  on  this  fubjedt  by 
“ Dr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Ford,  contained 
“ in  the  fecond  volume  of  the  Medical 
“ Communications,  corroborate  opi- 
“ nions  I had  formed  previous  to  my 
" feeing  that  publication. 

“ Chirurgical 
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“ Chirurgical  writers  have  differed 
“ confiderably  in  their  opinions  of  the 
“ proper  part  for  making  the  pundure 
“ in  cafes  of  afeites.  Celfus  recom- 
“ mends  the  water  to  be  evacuated  at 
“ the  navel,  or  nearly  four  lingers 
<c  breadth  below  it,  inclining  to  the 
“ left  fide,  and  when  performed  in  the 
“ latter  manner,  he  advifes  it  to  be 
“ done  with  circumfpedion,  leff  a 
ec  blood-veffel  fhould  be  opened. 

“ Succeeding  writers  deviated  from 
“ this  ancient  pradice,  and  made  the 
“ pundure,  when  below  the  navel, 
“ either  on  the  right  or  left  fide,  and 
<c  at  the  diftance  of  the  breadth  of 
“ three  or  four  fingers ; and,  fome- 

times,  at  the  fame  difiance  immedi- 
“ ately  below  the  navel.  Deviations 
“ from  thefe  modes  of  pradice  have 
“ been  introduced  by  the  more  modern 
<f  furgeons ; for  fome,  apprehending 
“ the  ancient  pradice  to  be  laid  down 

i(  without 
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without  attention  to  the  diftended 
“ date  of  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen, 
“ recommend  it  to  be  done  at  the 
“ diftance  of  feven  or  eight  fingers 
“ breadth,  defcending  obliquely  from 
“ the  navel,  which  they  fay  will  not 
“ be  more  than  equal  to  four  when  the 
“ belly  is  returned  to  its  natural  date. 
“ This  feems  to  agree  with  the  direc- 
(t  tions  given  by  chirurgical  writers  of 
“ the  prefent  day,  who  order  the  open- 
“ ing  to  be  made  midway  between  the 
“ fpine  of  the  ileum  and  the  umbilicus. 

1 

“ As  the  prefent  mode  of  practice  is 
“ liable  to  fuch  ferious  confequences, 
<c  and  is  recommended  early  in  the 
“ difeafe,  not  only  to  relieve  prefent 
“ diftrefs,  but  with  a view  to  aid  the 
“ power  of  internal  remedies,  it  be- 
“ comes  of  importance  to  the  art  of 
“ furgery,  if  pofiible,  to  amend  it. 


“ The 
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“ The  fluid  has  been  evacuated  at 
<e  the  navel,  only  when  there  has  been 
“ a particular  fwelling  there,  and  an 
<e  evident  fluctuation  under  the  thin 
“ integuments. 

“ It  has  been  performed  at  the  dif- 
“ tance  of  four  fingers  breadth  from 
“ the  navel,  on  the  right  or  left  fide, 
**  as  circumftances  indicated,  to  avoid 
“ the  reCti  mufcles  ; but  in  the  dif- 
<c  tended  date  of  the  abdomen  it  would 
“ nearly  get  into  them,  and,  there- 
“ fore,  do  juft  the  reverfe  of  what 
“ was  intended.  From  particular  opi- 
“ nions  refpeCting  the  difeafe,  it  was 
“ propofed  by  Albucafis,  Avicenna 
and  others  to  make  the  opening  at 
“ the  fame  diftance  direClly  below  the 
“ navel;  but  this  was  afterwards  dif- 
“ carded  from  phyfiological  opinions 
“ refpecting  the  nature  of  tendons. 
“ From  the  moft  attentive  confidera- 
“ tion  I am  able  to  give  the  fubjecft, 

“ I am, 
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“ I am,  notwithflanding,  of  opinion 
“ that  this  is  the  part  in  which  it 
“ ought  to  be  performed.  In  this  way 
“ common  integument,  tendinous  ex- 
“ panfion,  and  the  peritoneum  only, 
“ are,  in  all  probability,  divided  ; and 
“ in  the  prefent  mode,  if  rightly  per- 
“ formed,  I think  alfo  no  other  parts 
“ are  divided,  for  I agree  with  Le 
“ Dran  that  the  middle  fpace  between 
“ the  navel  and  the  crifta  of  the  os 
“ ileum  which  is  exactly  between  the 
<£  flefhy  part  of  the  oblique  and  tranf- 
<£  verfe  mufcles,  or  what  we  call  the 
“ linea  femilunaris,  ought  to.  be  the 
“ part  perforated. 

£<  In  the  cafe  related,  the  puntture 
“ was  made  in  this  part,  upon  the  edge 

of  the  above-mentioned  mufcles. 

. \ 

<£  The  epigaftric  artery  comes  off 
£<  anteriorly  from  the  external  iliac, 

and  running  obliquely  upwards, 
E “ reaches 
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“ reaches  the  pofterior  part  of  the 
**  rectus  mufcle,  about  two  or  three 
“ fingers  breadth  above  the  os  pubis, 
“ in  the  direction  of  which  it  is  con- 
“ tinued  till  it  forms  an  anaftamofis 
“ with  the  mainmaria  interna.  This 
“ is  its  ufual  courfe  : but  as  nature  is 
“ often  fportive  in  the  diftribution  of 
“ arteries,  it  is  advifeable  to  guard 
“ againft  her  incidental  variations  as 
<c  much  as  we  can.  Now  we  know 
“ from  experience,  that  it  fometimes 
“ does  run  in  the  part  where  the  trocar 
“ is  ufually  introduced.  And  the  part 
“ itfelf  muft  fomewhat  vary,  according 
“ to  the  opinions  of  different  men,  the 
“ language  not  being  abfolutely  defi- 
“ nitive.  But,  if  it  is  performed  in 
“ a diredt  line,  at  a given  diftance 
“ below  the  navel,  every  man  of  com- 
“ mon  fagacity  mult  perform  it  with 
“ the  greatefi:  exadtnefs ; and  I do  not 
“ know  of  the  artery  ever  having  been 
“ obferved  exactly  in  that  direction. 

“ It 
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“ It  is  faid  that  the  wound  heals 
“ better,  if  the  perforation  is  made 
“ where  there  are  fome  mufcular 
“ fibres ; but  if  there  is  fufficient 
“ mufcle  to  expedite  that  procefs, 
<f  there  muft  alfo  be  blood-velfels, 
“ which  being  opened,  might  occafion 
“ the  lofs  of  more  blood  than  a patient 
“ under  fuch  circumftances  could  bear. 
“ And,  befides,  from  the  authorities 
**  above  quoted,  as  well  as  that  of 
“ Fabricius  ab  Aquapendente  and  our 
“ own  knowledge,  much  need  not  be 
“ apprehended  on  that  account. 


« 
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*(  I propofe  then,  that  the  operation 
fhall  be  performed  in  this  part  in 
preference  to  that  where  it  is  ufually 
done,  in  all  cafes  where  there  is  a 
general  diftenfion  of  the  cavity  of 
the  abdomen  from  a watery  fluid, 
and  there  are  no  fymptoms  to  war- 
rant an  opinion  of  any  of  the  vifcera 
being  fo  much  enlarged  as  to  be  in 
E 2 “ danger 
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“ danger  of  injury  from  the  inftru- 
“ ment.” 


CREAM  OF  TARTAR. 

• I have  always  diredted  this  remedy 
to  be  given  in  Dr.  Home’s  method  : 
from  half  an  ounce,  diflolved  in  ten 
ounces  of  water,  to  an  ounce,  or  an 
ounce  and  half  daily. 

HISTORY  XXV. 

» 

Mr.  C.  about  forty  years  of  age, 
confulted  me  for  a complaint  in  his 
bread;.  He  was  fenflble  of  conftant 
weight  and  oppreffion;  he  flept  ill,  and 
frequently  awaked  in  terror ; he  had 
a flight  cough  j his  breathing  always 
became  difficult,  when  he  walked  up 
an  afcent;  his  urine  was  fcanty ; and 
he  had,  at  times,  a pain  about  the  mid- 
dle of  the  left  arm.  His  legs  were 

flightly 
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llightly  anafarcous ; his  face  was  (Ede- 
matous, and  his  countenance  anxious. 
He  was  thirfty,  and  had  a frequent, 
irregular  pulfe.  I ordered  him  the 
cream  of  tartar,  to  be  taken  next  morn- 
ing. I faw  him  in  the  afternoon  of 
the  next  day,  and  found  that  his  urine 
had  increafed  from  about  half  a pint  in 
the  day,  to  a pint  and  half.  He  ftaid  in 
town  a day  or  two  longer,  that  I might 
obferve  the  effedt  of  the  medicine, 
and  finding  his  urine  flow  more  and 
more  freely,  he  returned  to  the  coun- 
try, with  a refolution  to  try  the  plan 
with  perfeverance.  He  had  ufed  a 
variety  of  medicines  before,  without 
any  advantage.  I heard  from  him  of- 
ten, and  for  feveral  months  received 
accounts  of  a gradual  amendment.  His 
urine,  for  fome  timej  came  off  in 
greater  quantity  than  natural  3 after- 
wards it  returned  to  its  ufual  ftate. 
All  his  uneafy  fymptoms  difappeared, 
and,  as  he  wrote  me,  after  being  un- 

E 3 able 
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able  to  creep  above  a mile,  he  could 
now  walk  three  or  four  miles,  over 
any  kind  of  ground,  without  incon- 
venience. This  agreeable  change  con- 
tinued for  near  twelve  months,  but  at 
the  end  of  that  time,  his  fymptoms 
returned.  He  had  recourfe  again  to 
his  cream  of  tartar,  but  I do  not  know 
with  what  immediate  effeft.  I heard  of 
his  death  foon  after. 

HISTORY  XXVI. 

A poor  woman,  who  had  become 
dropfical  and  afthmatic  by  hard  labour 
and  ill  ufage,  applied  to  me  in  1788. 
I have  no  notes  of  the  cafe,  but  I re- 
member that  fhe  took  the  cream  of 
tartar,  and  that  her  fwellings  were,  for 
the  time,  entirely  removed. 

1 

HISTORY  XXVII. 

Peter  Nield,  aged  forty-five,  admitted 
November  11,  1789,  was  anafarcous. 

He 
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He  took  the  cream  of  tartar,  and  foon 
began  to  void  a large  quantity  of  urine, 
and  to  perceive  a decreafe  of  the  fwell- 
ings.  As  the  medicine  operated  much 
by  ftool,  however,  he  became  very  fee- 
ble, and  I found  it  neceffary  to  fup- 
port  him  liberally,  at  the  fame  time, 
with  tonics.  He  was  difcharged,  cu- 
red, in  a few  weeks. 

HISTORY  XXVIII. 

Thomas  Mather,  aged  twenty-five, 
was  affedted  with  eryfipelas  and  fwell- 
ing  of  both  legs,  in  Odtober,  1791. 
When  the  eruption  went  off,  he  began 
to  fwell  generally.  At  the  commence- 
ment of  my  attendance,  November 
eighteenth,  his  legs  were  exceffively  dif- 
tended,  his  belly  was  very  large,  and  his 
face  oedematous.  He  had  taken  fome 
purges  of  jallap  with  mercury,  and  felt 
fomewhat  eafier,  but  his  fwellings 
Were  increafing.  I ordered  him  the 

E 4 
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cream  of  tartar.  Next  day,  he  had 
feveral  watery  (tools,  and  his  belly  was 
lefs.  On  the  twenty-fecond  he  con- 
tinued to  have  four  or  five  watery 
(tools  a-day,  he  palled  more  urine,  and 
his  belly  was  fallen  in  circumference 
feveral  inches.  He  . now  walked 
about  with  eafe  and  alacrity.  On  the 
twenty-feventh,  he  had  only  one  or  two 
(tools  in  the  day,  and  made  but  little 
water,  yet  his  fwellings  continued  to 
decreafe.  The  cream  of  tartar  was 
therefore  increafed  to  lix  drachms 
a-day.  It  feldom  produced  above  two 
(tools  a-day  •,  his  fwellings  went  en- 
tirely off,  and  he  was  able  to  go  to 
work  again  on  the  thirteenth  of  De- 
cember. 

He  relapfed  from  imprudence,  and 
came  under  my  care  again  in  the  courfe 
of  a few  weeks.  He  recovered  by  a 
repetition  of  his  medicine, 

I < •-  * . % ; ; # 

HISTORY 
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HISTORY  XXIX. 

Catherine  Duny,  aged  twenty,  ad- 
mitted about  the  beginning  of  January, 
1790,  had  afcites  ; and  towards  even- 
ing, ,had  fome  degree  of  fwelling  in  her 
ancles.  She  was  put  on  a courfe  of 
cream  of  tartar,  and  was  difcharged, 
cured,  in  three  weeks. 

% 

HISTORY  XXX. 

Ann  WagftafF,  aged  twenty-five, 
anafarcous,  admitted  January  25,  1790, 
took  the  cream  of  tartar,  and  was  dif- 
miffed,  cured  : my  notes  do  not  fhew 
at  what  time. 

HISTORY  XXXI. 

John  Hopwood,  aged  forty-eight, 
had  been  fubjedf  for  feveral  years  to 
fevere  pain  in  the  head,  and  occafion- 
ally  to  giddinefs.  About  a year  before 

he 
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he  confulted  me,  he  began  to  com- 
plain of  a dry  cough,  which  increafed 
till  the  beginning  of  winter,  1791, 
when  I faw  him.  His  legs  were  then 
much  fwelled,  and  pitted  on  preffure; 
his  abdomen  was  confiderably  enlarged, 
with  a conhderable  degree  of  flu&ua- 
tion ; his  urine  was  fcanty,  he  com- 
plained of  third,  and  had  a very  trou- 
blefome  orthopnea.  I put  him  on  the 
ufe  of  cream  of  tartar.  In  three  days, 
he  made  half  a pint  of  urine  more  in 
the  day,  and  his  fwellings  decreafed. 
At  the  end  of  a fortnight,  the  fwell- 
ings were  nearly  gone,  the  cough  and 
orthopnasa  greatly  relieved,  and  every 
appearance  promifed  a cure.  But  the 
pain  in  his  head,  which  had  been 
eafier  for  fome  time,  fuddenly  returned, 
and  he  became  blind.  At  the  fame  time, 
his  extremities  were  affedted  with  a 
degree  of  paralyfis.  He  was  now  fo 
much  difcouraged,  that  he  refufed  to 
take  any  more  medicines,  and  funk  by 

degrees 
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degrees  till  he  expired,  with  a livid 
countenance,  and  every  mark  of  an 
opprefled  brain.  I could  not  obtain 
permiffion  to  infpeft  the  body. 

i 

HISTORY  XXXII. 

Elizabeth  Monk,  aged  forty-five, 
had  a dry,  vexatious  cough  for  above 
three  years.  She  had  fo  great  a degree 
of  orthopnaea,  that  fh e was  commonly 
unable  to  lie  down  in  bed;  her  urine 
was  fcanty ; her  face  often  fwelled, 
and  at  fuch  times  her  cough  and  diffi- 
culty of  breathing  were  rnoft  trouble- 
fome.  She  often  felt  an  uneafy  ting- 
ling in  her  left  arm  and  hand.  There 
was  a jftrong  expreffion  of  anxiety 
in  her  countenance.  I ordered  her 
the  cream  of  tartar,  which  produced 
four  or  five  loofe,  watery  ftools  a-day, 
and  an  almoft  immediate  increafe  of 
urine.  Her  fymptoms  were  gradually 
relieved,  and  at  the  end  of  a month, 

file 
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file  is  free  from  every  complaint,  ex- 
cepting fome  degree  of  cough. 

HISTORY  XXXIII. 

Jeremiah  Wood,  aged  forty-two,  ad- 
mitted April  eighteenth,  anafarcous, 
took  cream  of  tartar  without  any  fenfi- 
ble  advantage.  He  died  on  the  twenty- 
fixth  of  the  fame  month. 

On  diffedtion,  the  cheft  was  found 
full  of  water,  the  lungs  adhered  flrongly 
to  the  left  fide  of  the  thorax,  and  the 
pericardium  was  firmly  united  to  the 
heart. 


BACHER’S  TONIC  PILLS. 

I believe  practitioners  in  this  coun- 
try have  had  little  experience  of  this 
remedy.  Dr.  Cullen  fays,  in  his  Ma- 
teria 
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teria  Medica,  that  he  had  never  heard 
of  any  perfon  who  thought' well  enough 
of  the  formula  to  ufe  it.  Prejudice, 
however,  is  never  to  be  encouraged  : in 
the  fcarcity  of  good  diuretics  I have 
been  induced  to  employ  this  - highly 
recommended  formula,  and  have  found 
no  reafon  to  think  lightly  of  it. 

HISTORY  XXXIV. 

William  Williams  (fee  Hiftory  XIII.) 
after  dilcontinuing  the  digitalis,  began 
to  take  nine  of  the  tonic  pills  daily. 
They  produced  an  immediate  flow  of 
urine,  and  feveral  watery  fliools  every 
day.  His  belly  diminifhed  confider- 
ably  in  flze,  but  his  legs,  during  the 
courfe  of  digitalis,  had  become  fo  much 
diftended,  that  a rupture  of  the  fkin 
took  place  in  each,  and  the  water 
drained  away  in  great  quantities.  He 
now  emptied  a-pace,  but  grew  weaker 

from 
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from  day  to  day.  The  pills  were  con- 
tinued, but  a quantity  of  wine  and  of 
tindture  of  bark  was  allowed,  fufficient 
to  fupport  his  pulfe,  and  the  pills  were 
managed  fo  as  to  prevent  any  confider- 
able  purging.  The  openings  in  his  legs 
preferved  a healthy  inflammation  round 
their  edges ; but  no  art  could  relieve 
the  languor  occafioned  by  withdrawing 
the  preflure  of  the  water ; and  he  died 
as  foon  as  he  was  nearly  freed  from  the 
fwellings. 


HISTORY  XXXV. 

Sarah  Hartley,  aged  twenty-nine, 
came  under  my  care,  after  the  had 
been  during  three  months  the  patient 
of  another  phyfician.  She  was  affedted 
with  afcites  and  anafarca;  her  urine 
was  fcanty ; and  her  countenance  was 
livid.  She  took  fix  of  the  tonic  pills 
daily ; they  produced  an  increafe  of 

urine, 
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urine,  and  in  three  weeks  oc-cafioned  a 
confiderablediminution  of  thefwellings. 
But  die  became  languid,  her  flrength 
feemed  to  decay  with  the  difeafe,  and 
on  December  fecond,  fhe  was  feized 
with  a loofenefs,  at  the  approach  of 
which  the  pills  were  laid  afide.  Aftrin- 
gents  and  opiates  were  now  employed, 
but  to  little  purpofe.  The  Diarrhasa 
was  attended  with  a fixed  pain  in  the 
bowels.  She  funk  gradually,  and  died 
December  6,  1790. 

On  difledtion,  fome  turns  of  the 
ileus  were  found  affedted  with  a dark 
red  inflammation.  The  liver  was  foft 
and  pale ; the  kidneys  were  enlarged, 
and  fuppurations  appeared  in  the  pelvis 
of  each.  There  was  water  in  the 
cheft,  and  adhefions  were  formed  be- 
tween the  pleura  and  the  furface  of  the 
lungs. 


HISTORY 
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HISTORY  XXXVI. 

Alice  Wrigley,  aged  fifteen,  was 
admitted.  May  ninth,  with  anafarca 
and  an  incipient  afcites.  She  took 
three  of  the  tonic  pills  thrice  a-day. 
They  increafed  her  urine  to  a confider- 
able  quantity ; the  fwellings  abated, 
and  file  was  difcharged,  cured,  on  the 
fixteenth  of  the  following  Odtober. 
Her  attendance  had  been  irregular. 

HISTORY  XXXVII. 

Anne  Waring,  aged  twenty-three, 
had  afcites  and  anafarca.  She  took 
fifteen  of  the  tonic  pills  every  day, 
which  produced  a great  increafe  of  her 
urine,  and  fine  was  difcharged,  cured, 
in  four  months.  She  had  been  very 
irregular  in  taking  the  medicine,  and 
once  abfented  herfelf  from  attendance, 

and 
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and  relinquished  the  ufe  of  the  pills, 
for  three  weeks  together. 

I 

HISTORY  XXXVIII. 

' j ; ■ .M  0 

Betty  Clay,  aged  forty-fix,  had  afcites. 
Her  urine  was  very  fcanty.  She  took 
for  eight  months,  thirty-five  drops  of 
fpiritus  aetheris  nitrofi,  thrice  a-day, 
with  the  effed  of  an  increafe  in  the 
quantity  of  urine,  and  a flow  abate- 
ment of  the  fwelling.  But  this  effed 
at  length  ceafed,  and  her  legs  began  to 
fwell.  I then  ordered  the  tonic  pills. 
When  She  began  to  take  fifteen  a-day, 
her  urine  again  flowed  largely,  and  the 
fwellings  were  reduced.  She  then 
took  twenty  pills  daily,  with  a farther 
abatement  of  the  fymptoms.  At  pre- 
fent,  the  fwelling  of  the  abdomen  is 
nearly  gone,  and  her  only  remaining 
complaint  is  a troublefome  cough. 


F 
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HISTORY  XXXIX. 

/ \ 

Job  Bowers  (Hiftory  XVIII.)  took 
the  tonic  pills,  for  fome  time  after  the 
digitalis  was  given  up,  but  without 
relief. 


HISTORY  XL. 

Mary  Winterbottom,  aged  fifty- 
eight,  admitted  Auguft  15,  1791,  with 
afcites,  began  to  take  twenty  of  the 
tonic  pills  every  day.  The  effects 
were,  a confiderable  increafe  of  urine, 
and  many  watery  Stools.  She  dimi- 
nished in  fize  very  regularly,  and 
was  difcharged,  completely  cured,  on 
the  eighteenth  of  October. 


PULVIS  DOVERI. 

This  remedy  has  been  ufed  with 
fuccefs  in  dropfical  cafes,  by  Dr.  Ha- 
milton 
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milton  of  Edinburgh ; fome  inftances 
of  which  I faw,  during  my  attendance 
on  him  at  the  Infirmary  of  that  city. 

HISTORY  XLI. 

William  Kay,  aged  twelve,  admitted 
November  9,  1789,  had  become  ana-, 
farcous  in  confequence  of  expofure  to 
cold.  He  was  ordered  to  ufe  the  pe- 
diluvium,  and  afterwards  to  take  a 
fcruple  of  Dover’s  powder.  The  firft 
dofe  did  not  fucceed,  owing  to  fome 
milmanagement  of  the  patient.  A 
fecond  dofe  was  given,  which  fweated 
him  profufely,  and  reduced  his  fwell- 
ings.  He  was  then  directed  to  take 
the  bark,  and  was  difcharged,  cured, 
in  lefs  than  a week. 


GAMBOGE  WITH  CREAM  OF  TARTAR. 
HISTORY  XLII. 

Job  Bowers  (Hiftory  XVIII.  and 
XXXIX.)  when  oppreffed  with  ex- 

F 2 treme 
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treme  difficulty  of  breathing,  took£rom 
one  to  two  grains  of  gamboge,  with 
half  an  ounce  of  cream  of  tartar,  every 
two  or  three  days.  It  always  produced 
from  four  to  fix  watery  flools,  lowered 
his  fwellings,  and  relieved  his  breath- 
ing. Whenever  the  exhibition  of  his 
purgative  was  delayed  beyond  the  ufual 
time,  all  his  fymptoms  were  greatly 
aggravated.  At  length,  however,  his 
urine  was  totally  fuppreffed,  which 
was  foon  followed  by  death.  I did 
not  obtain  permiffion  to  open  the 
body. 


GAMBOGE  WITH  MERCURY. 

HISTORY  XLIII. 

. • > 

- Hannah  Wolflenholme,  anafarcous, 
took  fix  grains  of  calomel,  with  one 
grain  of  gamboge,  twice  or  thrice 
a-week,  according  to  the  degree  of 

evacuation 
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evacuation  produced.  It  increafed  the 
quantity  of  urine  immediately,  and  fhe 
was  completely  well  in  a fortnight. 


CALOMEL  WITH  SQUILLS. 

HISTORY  XLIV. 

Thomas  Jelly,  aged  thirty-eight, 
was  admitted  Auguft  15,  1791.  The 
abdomen  was  greatly  diftended,  with 
evident  fluctuation,  and  his  lower  ex- 
tremities were  anafarcous.  He  pafled 
very  little  urine  ; had  a conftant  diffi- 
culty of  breathing,  dry  cough,  and  a 
tormenting  third:.  He  took  fome  of 
the  common  diuretics,*  without  relief, 
till  the  twentieth.  He  was  then  or- 
dered the  pulvis  purgans,  which  gave 
him  fome  motions,  but  did  not  increafe 


his  • 


* P.  Digitalis  among  the  reft. 
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his  urine.  On  the  twenty-fecond  he 
was  ordered  the  following  bolus : 

R.  Sapon.  Hifpan.  3i. 

Pulv.  Scill.  Arid.  gr.  x. 

Calomelan.  gr.  iij. 

Opii  gr.  j. 

Conferv.  Rof.  q.  s.  Mifce. 

This  increafed  his  urine  immediately, 
and  purged  him  gently.  Between  the 
twenty-third  and  twenty-eighth,  he 
fometimes  pafted  upwards  of  three 
quarts  of  water  in  twenty-four  hours. 
At  the  latter  period,  the  purgative 
effeft  was  fo  far  loft,  that  it  was  ne- 
ceflary  to  order  him  the  pulvis  purgans. 
His  mouth  now  became  affedled,  and 
on  the  thirty-firft,  at  which  time  he 
had  taken  exadly  twenty-one  grains 
of  calomel,  his  gums  and  the  infide 
of  the  mouth  were  ulcerated,  and  a 
'fpitting  came  on.  He  was  then  much 
reduced  in  fize.  On  the  thirty-firft 
his  bolus  was  repeated,  without  the 

calomel.  While  the  ptyalifm  lafted, 

his 
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his  water  came  off  freely,  but  when 
his  mouth  began  to  heal,  the  quantity 
decreafed,  and  the  fwellings  returned. 
At  this  period  his  appetite  was  vora- 
cious to  fuch  a degree,  as  to  make 
him  uneafy  in  his  mind.  He  fpoke 
of  it  feveral  times  with  anxiety. 
On  the  eighth  of  September,  his 
mouth  was  well,  and  he  was  nearly 
as  bulky  as  ever.  The  calomel  was 
therefore  again  added  to  the  bolus  ; he 
was  allowed  porter,  and  put  upon  full 
diet.  On  the  fixteenth  he  had  taken 
feven  bolufes,  containing  exactly  twen- 
ty-one grains  of  calomel.  He  had 
always  been  purged  at  lead;  three' times 
a-day  by  the  bolus,  and  had  parted 
with  great  quantities  of  water.  His 
mouth  was  now  very  fore,  again  : the 
bolus  was  therefore  omitted ; and  in 
two  days,  a considerable  degree  of  fali- 
vation  took  place.  But  the  fwellings 
of  his  legs  were  completely  removed, 
and  his  belly  was  reduced  very  nearly 

F 4 to 
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to  its  natural  fize.  On  the  twenty- 
third  his  mouth  was  {till  extremely 
fore,  and  as  the  weather  became  cool, 
he  was  ordered  the  ele&uarium  e ful- 
phure.  On  the  twenty-feventh,  his 
mouth  was  fomewhat  eafier,  but  he 
{till  fpit  much,  and  was  very  weak. 
He  was  then  allowed  four  ounces  of 
wine  a-day,  in  addition  to  his  porter. 

On  the  thirtieth,  he  was  feized  with 
a violent  loofenefs,  the  fpitting  de- 
creafed,  and  his  belly  enlarged  again. 
The  urine  was  now  much  lefs  in  quan- 
tity. He  was  ordered  aftringents  with 
laudanum.  The  next  day,  his  purging 
was  ftopt,  and  the  abdomen  fo  far  re- 
turned to  a natural  ftate,  that  though 
it  appeared  full,  he  could  retradt  it 
as  completely  as  a man  in  health  ufu- 
ally  does.  His  mouth  was  perfectly 
well  in  a few  days,  but  he  continued 
weak.  In  the  firft  week  of  Odtober, 
he  was  feized  with  a violent  cough, 

and 
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and  complained  of  univerfal  pains. 
The  loofenefs  returned,  and  his  belly 
increafed  again  in  iize.  On  the  tenth, 
he  was  fo  much  altered  that  it  was  evi- 
dent death  was  approaching.  He  com- 
plained that  his  ftomach  would  retain 
nothing;  his  pulfe  became  low,  and  fal- 
tering, and  he  had  frequent  cold  fweats. 
On  the  eleventh,  he  was  infenlible, 
and  feemed  to  be  dying,  but  he  lingered 
in  that  ftate,  till  the  morning  of  the 
thirteenth,  and  then  expired. 

The  body  was  opened  next  day.  A 
quantity  of  water  was  found  in  the 
cavity  of  the  cheft,  chiefly,  on  the 
right  fide.  The  right  lobe  of  the  lungs 
adhered  ftrongly  to  the  pleura,  and 
there  were  marks  of  inflammation  on 
its  furface.  There  was  an  adhefion 

alfo  on  the  left  fide.  The  pericardium 

# 

contained  a good  deal  of  water,  and 
adhered  to  the  forepart  of  the  right 
ventricle ; the  heart  was  larger  than 
natural. 


A great 


7 4 REMEDIES  OF  DROPSY. 

A great  quantity  of  clear,  brown- 
coloured  water  was  found  in  the  abdo- 
men. The  liver  was  enlarged,  hard- 
ened, and  difpofed  to  fcirrhofity.  The 
pancreas  was  indurated,  and  altered  in 
its  texture.  The  ftomach  was  uncom- 
monly fmall,  and. the  blood-veffels  on 
both  curvatures  were  much  diftended ; 
near  the  cardia,  it  was  eroded  by  the 
gaftric  juice.  The  omentum  was  pre- 
ternaturally  red.  Several  turns  of  the 
ileus  appeared  difcoloured,  and  on 
opening  them,  the  villous  coat  was 
found  greatly  inflamed.  This  inflam- 
mation was  traced  into  the  tranfverfe 
arch  of  the  colon.  The  lpleen  was 
found  : the  left  kidney  was  larger  than 
natural,  but  otherwife  found.  The 
right  kidney  was  in  a natural  flate. 


NICOTIANA. 
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NICOTIAN  A. 

HISTORY  XLV. 

Mary  Coxe,  aged  twenty-nine,  com- 
plained of  pain  and  fwelling  on  the 
left  fide  of  the  abdomen  ; of  third:, 
and  fcarcity  of  urine.  On  examination, 
a large  tumor  on  that  fide  appeared, 
extending  from  the  fpine  of  the  os 
ileon,  almoft  to  the  ofia  pubis.  The 
edges  were  well  defined,  but  the  fur- 
face,  though  unequal,  was  yielding,  in 
fome  degree,  and  gave  the  impreffion 
of  a contained  fluid.  Before  I faw  her, 
fhe  was  ordered  from  twenty-five  to 
thirty  drops  of  the  infufum  nicotians 
twice  or  thrice  a-day,  with  a purgative 
electuary,  compofed  of  gamboge,  jallap 
and  cream  of  tartar.  This  increafed 
the  quantity  of  urine,  but  produced 
no  effedl  on  the  fwelling.  I ordered 

a drachm 
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a drachm  of  the  unguentum  caeruleum 
to  be  rubbed  into  the  groin  and  thigh 
on  the  fide  affedled,  every  other  night, 
and  twenty-five  drops  of  fpiritus  aetheris 
vitriolici  to  be  taken,  four  times  a-day, 
omitting  the  former  medicines.  In 
the  courfe  of  four  or  five  days,  there 
was  a fenfible  abatement  of  the  fwell- 
ing,  and  her  urine  continued  to  flow 
freely.  The  fpiritus  aetheris  vitriolici 
happened  to.  be  omitted,  for  fome 
reafon,  and  floe  found  herfelf  worfe. 
It  was  then  repeated,  and  again  re- 
lieved her.  She  was  much  better, 
when  file  left  Manchefler,  with  the 
regiment  to  which  her  hufband  be- 
longed. 

HISTORY  XLVI. 

Job  Bowers  (Hiffory  XVIII.  and 
XXIX.)  took  the  infufum  nicotianae, 
after  omitting  the  tonic  pills,  for 
feveral  days,  in  fuch  quantities  as  to 

produce 
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produce  violent  licknefs,  without  any 
diuretic  effedt. 

HISTORY  XLVII. 

James  Johnfon,  aged  twenty-three, 
admitted  Auguft  15,  1791,  exceffively 
diftended  with  afcites  and  anafarca, 
after  trying  fome  other  diuretics,  took 
the  infufum  nicotianae  in  the  quantity 
of  eighty  drops  in  twenty-four  hours, 
for  three  days  together.  It  produced 
ficknefs,  but  no  increafe  of  urine. 

r 

Fifteen  grains  of  jallap,  and  two 
drachms  of  cream  of  tartar,  given  at 
bed-time,  vomited  him  brifkly,  and 
reduced  the  fwellings  for  a time.  But 
no  increafe  in  the  quantity  of  his 
urine  could  be  produced,  by  the  mod; 
powerful  diuretics,  given  in  large  do- 
fes,  till  the  end  of  September,  when 
he  took,  after  a gradual  augmentation, 
one  hundred  and  twenty  of  the  tonic 
pills  in  one  day.  flis  legs  had  previ- 
oufly  begun  to  difcharge,  but  without 

diminifhing 
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diminishing  the  fize  of  his  belly. 
Though  he  palled  more  urine,  while 
he  took  largely  of  the  tonic  pills,  yet 
the  quantity  was  not  uncommon ; 
more  water  feemed  to  be  difcharged  by 
dool,  than  by  the  urinary  palfages. 
On  the  ninth  of  October,  his  abdomen 
was  confiderably  reduced,  but  a con- 
liderable  degree  of  vertigo  had  fuc- 
ceeded  the  lad;  dofe  of  the  tonic  pills ; 
they  were  therefore  omitted,  and  fome 
wine  prefcribed.  Thirty  drops  of 
fpiritus  aetheris  vitriolici  were  likewife 
ordered  to  be  given  four  times  a-day. 
On  the  tenth,  pain  in  the  bowels  and 
a diarrhoea  came  on  ; and  the  vitriolic 
fpirit  was  omitted.  Opiates  and  adrin- 
gents  were  now  given,  but  with  little 
fuccefs.  The  purging  continued  vio- 
lent, till  the  twen'  ' V . It  then 
went  off,  leaving  him  ^eatly  exhauded, 
but  nearly  free  from  anafarca,  and 
much  leffened  in  the  fize  of  the  ab- 
domen. The  cerevifia  diuretica  was 

ordered 
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ordered  on  the  twenty-eighth,  joined 
with  a cordial  and  tonic  courfe,  and 
full  diet.  But  as  his  urine  again 
decreafed,  and  he  began  to  fill  a frefh, 
on  the  fifth  of  November,  he  was 
ordered  three  grains  of  digitalis,  which, 
on  the  feventh,  were  augmented  to 
four.  Time  was  not  allowed,  how- 
ever, to  experience  the  efFedt  of  this 
courfe,  for  he  was  Sdefirmifc  of  return- 
ing to  his  native  air,  and  1 difmilTcd 
him,  much  relieved,  but  with  little 
profpedt  of  being  ultimately  cured. 

This  is  the  only  cafe,  in  which  I 
found  the  tonie^  pills  affedt  the  head  j 
but  there  feemed  a peculiar  infenfibility 
in  this  man’s  conftitution  to  the  ftimu- 
lus  of  diuretics,  and  it  was  neceflary 
to  exhibit  ,?  >9  very  ftrong  dofes. 

HISTORY  XL VIII. 

Mary  Rules,  aged  one  year  and  a 
half,  had  the  abdomen  diftended  with 

water. 
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water,  to  an  exceflive  degree.  I or- 
dered a laxative,  to  obviate  coftivenefs, 
and  a few  days  afterwards  fhe  was  tap- 
ped. A great  quantity  of  water  was 
drawn  off,  and  the  child  appeared 
eafier.  Next  day,  however,  fhe  died. 

On  opening  the  body,  we  found  the 
inteffines  much  inflated  ; the  liver  was 
enlarged  j brt  the  principal  difeafe 
appeared  in  the  kidneys.  They  were 
increafed  in  flze ; the  pelvis  of  each 
had  undergone  an  adfive  inflammation, 
and  feveral  of  the  tubuli  were  full  of 
pus. 

HISTORY  XLIX. 

Charles  Allen,  of  the  fame  age,  died 
of  afcites  about  the  fame  time,  but  the 
body  was  not  infpedted. 

HISTORY  L. 

I 

Mary  Beard,  aged  thirty-eight,  was 
admitted  Augufl  15,  1791.  She  had 

laboured 
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laboured  under  afcites  and  anafarca 
during  feveral  months,  and  was  now 
enormouily  fwelled,  fo  that  ffie 
breathed  with  extreme  difficulty.  She 
took  fome  doles  of  digitalis,  but  as 
they  produced  no  increafe  of  urine,  I 
ordered  , her  to  be  tapped,  a few  days 
after  her  admiffion.  Accordingly,  the 
operation  was  performed,  and  eighteen 
quarts  of  water  were  drawn  off.  She 
was  relieved  in  breathing,  but  a great 
degree  of  debility  took  place,  and  ffie 
died  at  the  end  of  two  days.  When 
the  body  was  opened,  the  liver  appear- 
ed of  a firmer  texture  than  ordinary, 
inclining  to  fchirrofity  ; the  kidneys 
were  enlarged,  particularly  that  on 
the  left  fide ; and  pus  was  found  in  the 
pelvis  of  each.  In  the  thorax,  the 
furface  of  the  lungs  was  much  dif- 
eafed,  and  purulent ; and  water  was 
effufed  in  the  cavity. 

Of  forty-feven  cafes,  which  I have 
here  prefented,  under  a fhort  view, 

G twenty 
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twenty-two  patients  have  been  cured, 
three  are  in  a fiate  of  convalefcence, 
and  will  probably  foon  be  difcharged  ; 
five  have  been  relieved ; feven  have 
received  no  benefit  from  their  firfi: 
courfe  with  me,  and  have  pafied  into 
a different  clafs  of  patients;  and  ten 
have  died.  Several  of  the  laft  were  in 
a hopelefs  ftate,  when  I firfi:  faw  them; 
particularly,  Taylor,  Rules,  and  Beard. * 
Moll:  of  them  were  alfo  affedted  with 
hydrothorax.  The  fuccefs  of  the  dif- 
ferent methods  employed  has  therefore 
been  tolerably  good,  in  a difeafe  fo 
difficult  of  removal  as  dropfy.  “ There 
**  is  no  difeafe,”  fays  Dr.  Home, 
te  which  affords  hofpitals  more  numer- 
t(  ous  patients  than  the  different  fpe- 
<c  cies  of  hydrops,  and  none,  of  which 
“ fewer  are  cured.  The  incurable 
t(  nature  of  hydropic  affe&ions,  was 
««  of  old  remarked  by  Aretams  : Ab 


* Hilt.  XXIV.  XLVIII.  and  L. 
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“ ipfo  pauci  liberantur , idque  felicitate , 
“ ac  deorum  potius  quam  artis  auxiliod ’* 

It  remains  to  compare  the  merits 
of  the  three  principal  remedies  employ- 
ed, digitalis,  cream  of  tartar,  and  the 
tonic  pills. 

1.  Of  twenty-four  patients,  who 
took  digitalis,  nine  were  cured  ; two 
were  relieved  j four  died,  and  nine 
were  not  relieved.  Of  thefe  cafes, 
two  were  anafarcous  ; feven  were  in- 
ftances  of  afcites,  two  of  hydrothorax  ; 
the  reft  were  complicated,  and  in  al- 
moft  all  the  fatal  inftances,  there  was 
water  in  the  cheft.  I have  given  this 
medicine  in  fome  other  cafes,  where 
it  did  not  fucceed  ; but  as  the  patients 
were  in  a dying  ftate  when  I was  called 
to  them,  it  would  be  unfair  to  infert 
them. 

> . ) 

# Clinical  Exper.  and  Hiftories,  p.  326. 
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Yet  it  mtift  be  obferved,  that  in 
fome  of  the  inftances  I have  given, 
which  terminated  fatally,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  ufe  of  digitalis,  the  pa- 
tients appeared  to  be  in  that  ftate, 
which  Dr.  Withering  defcribes  as 
mofl  favourable  to  the  adtion  of  that 
medicine.  Hartley,  Williams  and 
Newton  were  examples  of  this. 

Refpedting  the  particular  operation 
of  digitalis,  in  thofe  cafes,  it  may  be 
remarked  : 

a That  where  it  proved  fuccefsful, 
it  gave  relief  early,  and  in  fmall  dofes  ; 
this  appears  from  the  fir  ft  eight  cafes, 
and  from  that  of  Lees. 

b That  when  given  in  fuch  quanti- 
ties as  to  excite,  naufea,  or  to  produce 
evident  narcotic  effedts,  it  does  not 
operate  as  a diuretic.  Johnfon  took  it 
in  fuch  dofes  as  to  make  him  very  fick, 

and 
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and  Williams  continued  it  to  four 
grains  a-day,  till  his  head  and  pulfe 
were  confiderably  affeded,  without 
paffing  a drop  more  of  water.  Thefe 
fads  correfpond  with  Dr.  Withering’s 
experience,  fo  that  it  is  needlefs  to 
dwell  upon  them.*  I have  had  fuch 
repeated  convidion  of  the  firft  obferva- 
tion,  that,  if  digitalis  does  not  anfwer 
within  the  firft  week,  I exchange  it 
for  fome  other  diuretic,  or  interpofe  a 
cathartic,  compofed  of  gamboge  and 
cream  of  tartar.  I was  led  to  the  latter 
expedient,  by  obferving,  in  Williams’s 
cafe,  and  another  in  private  pradice, 
that  the  narcotic  effed  of  the  digitalis, 
in  a long  ufe  of  it,  feemed  to  preclude 
its  adion  as  a diuretic.  The  fame 
confideration  had  occurred  to  Dr. 


* Dr.  Withering  obferves  (p.  185.)  that  a diarrhea, 
fupervening  on  the  ufe  of  foxglove.  Hopped  its  diuretic 
effects.  It  has  been  aflerted,  that  a purging  always 
impedes  the  flow  of  urine,  in  dropfics,  however  excited. 
V.  Wilkes  on  the  Dropfy,  p.  213. 
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Stokes.*  Gamboge  was  long  cele- 
brated for  its  hydragogue  powers,  but 
appears  to  have  fallen  into  difgrace 
by  the  indifcretion  with  which  it  was 
exhibited.  Some  of  the  older  writers 
talk  of  giving  fixteen  grains  for  a 
dofe.-j-  I have  found  it  very  fafe  and 
manageable  in  fmall  quantities ; fome- 
times  four  grains  have  been  neceflary 
to  operate  four  or  five  times,  in  a 
young  fubjedt.  In  conjunction  with 
cream  of  tartar,  it  forms  a powerful 
diuretic,  and  according  to  circum- 
flances,  may  be  made  either  to  aflifl:, 
or  take  the  lead  of  the  digitalis.  I 
believe,  that  by  this  combination  of 
the  remedies,  a flow  of  urine  may  very 
generally  be  commanded. 


* Dr.  Withering’s  Account  of  the  Foxglove,  p.  150. 

f Wilkes  on  the  Dropfy.  Art.  Purges.  Sydenham 
orders  fifteen  grains  of  gamboge,  in  a draught,  in  the 
ProcefTu?  Integri,  as  a very  gentle  cathartic. 


c When 
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c When  digitalis  fails,  other  diu- 
retics will  often  fucceed.  This  ap- 
pears, from  the  cafes  of  Williams, 
Jelly,  Bowers,  Johnfon,  and  feveral 
of  the  reft. 

i 

d When  digitalis  does  provoke  an 
increafe  of  urine,  the  fwellings  are  not 
always  proportionably  relieved.  While 
Waters  was  paffing  a great  quantity  of 
urine,  and  taking  fix  fpoonfuls  a-day  of 
the  infufum  digitalis,  the  fwellings  of 
his  legs  did  not  diminish.  And  while 
Rowbottom’s  legs  were  emptied,  a 
fhort  time  before  his  death,  the  collec- 
tion of  water  in  the  pericardium  ap- 
peared to  be  increafed. 

\ | 

/ 

2.  Of  ten  cafes,  in  which  cream  of 
tartar  alone  was  given,  according  to 
Dr.  Home’s  meth.od,  fix  were  cured, 
two  died,  and  two  are  convalefcent. 
Of  thefe,  one  was  a diftinft  cafe  of 
hydrothorax  in  which  all  the  fymp- 

G 4 toms 
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toms  were  removed,  and  the  patient 
continued  well  nearly  for  twelve 
months.  In  another,  there  was  ftrong 
reafon  to.  fufped  the  prefence  of  water 
in  the  cheft ; there  alfo  the  fymptoms 
were  entirely  taken  off.  In" one  fatal 
cafe,  the  exiftence  of  hydrothorax  was 
afeertained.  Two  others  were  cafes  of 
anafarca,  one  of  afeites,  another  of 
anafarca  and  afeites  combined. 

I have  to  obferve,  of  the  peculiar 
adion  of  cream  of  tartar  : 

• 4 1 . 

a That  in  my  fuccefsful  cafes,  it 
operated  very  early;  generally  produ- 
cing an  increafed  flow  of  urine  within 
twenty-four  hours.  This  was  efpe- 
cially  remarkable,  in  Mr.  C.  and 
Mather.  Dr.  Home  often  found  its 
falutary  effeds  delayed  to  the  end  of 
three  or  four  weeks. * But  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  perfuade  patients  to  continue 

* Clinical  Obfervations,  Exper.  &c.  Art.  Remedies 
of  Hydrops. 

the 
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the  ufe  of  a medicine  fo  long,*  without 
any  fenfible  benefit. 

b I have  commonly  found  it  purge 
the  patient  four  or  five  times  a-day. 
Inftead  of  increafing  the  dofe,  there- 
fore, as  Dr.  Home  directs,  I have 
been  obliged  to  order  tonics  and  cordi- 
als, to  enable  the  patient  to  bear  the 
ufual  quantity.  There  is,  indeed,  great 
difference  between  the  constitutions 
of  the  ufual  patients  at  the  Edin- 
burgh royal  infirmary,  and  thofe  on 
which  we  have  to  work  here.  The 
natives  of  Manchefter  generally  bear 
evacuations  very  ill.  But  after  patients 
have  continued  to  ufe  this  remedy  for 
fome  weeks,  I have  found  it  neceffary 


* I have  often  found  patients  objeft  to  the  quantity 
ofliquid,  in  giving  the  folution  of  cream  of  tartar.  This 
has  obliged  me  in  feveral  cafes,  to  have  recourfe  to  the 
combination  with  gamboge,  which  may  be  exhibited  in 
a very  fmall  portion  of  fluid. 

to 
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to  increafe  the  dofe  to  fix  drachms,  an 
ounce,  or  more,  every  day  ; and  have 
then  found  it  produce  only  two  ftools 
in  twenty-four  hours.  In  fuch  cafes, 
its  diuretic  power  feemed  to  leflen  in 
equal  proportion.  After  Wyatt  had 
long  taken  an  ounce  of  cream  of  tartar 
a-day,  fhe  even  became  coftive  with 
that  dofe,  and  required  the  ufe  of  gam- 
boge. Several  of  my  dropfical  patients, 
however,  were  Grangers : Nield,  Ma- 
ther, Duny,  Jelly  and  Johnfon  were 
Irifh.  | 

c Cream  of  tartar  commonly  dimi- 
nilhes  the  fwellings  very  fpeedily.  It 
produces  very  watery  ftools,  and  for  the 
greater  part,  lefiens  the  patient’s  fize 
more  quickly  than  the  increafe  of  urine 
would  lead  us  to  expedt. 

3.  Of  eight  cafes,  in  which  the  me- 
lampodium  was  exhibited,  three  were 

completely  cured,  one  is  convalefcent ; 

two 


REMEDIES  OF  DROPSY.  91 

I 

two  were  emptied,  and  their  fwellings 
quite  reduced,  but  died,  from  circum- 
ftances  to  be  explained  hereafter.  One 
was  not  relieved.  Another,  Johnfon, 
had  watery  ftools,  and  was  reduced  in 
the  fize  of  the  abdomen,  after  digitalis, 
and  many  other  powerful  diuretics  had 
failed.  In  two  of  thefe,  there  was 
water  in  the  cheft,*  and  probably  in 

r 

Joh  nfon.  Two  were  cafes  of  pure 
afcites,  one  cured,  and  the  other  con- 
valefcent.  The  reft  were  complicated. 

a The  tonic  pills,  when  they  have 
fucceeded  with  me,  have  operated  early, 
by  producing  copious  watery  ftools. 

f 

b Their  aftion  is  eafy,  but  in  cafes 
of  long  ftanding,  contrary  to  Mr.  Ba- 
cher’s  affertion,  they  evidently  weaken 
the  patient,  however  cautioufly  given. 

c Whenever  they  producer  dif- 
charge  of  water,  they  reduce  the  fwell- 
ings. 
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ings.  Thefe  two  effeds,  as  I fflall 
foon  have  occafion  to  obferve,  are  by 
no  means  reciprocal  in  the  ufe  of  every 
diuretic. 

The  pulvis  doveri  was  given  only 
in  one  cafe.  The  occafional  caufe  of 
the  diforder  led  diredly  to  the  employ- 
ment of  fudorifics,  in  that  inftance. 

Gamboge  with  cream  of  tartar  gave 
relief  in  a cafe  (Bowers’s)  which  had 
baffled  every  other  prefcription.  The 
patient  was  cachedic,  and  there  was 
reafon  to  believe  that  the  vifcera  were 
obftruded.  The  fame  remedy,  in  con- 
jundion  with  calomel,  was  given,  in 
a cafe  of  anafarca,  and  efFeded  a cure 
very  fpeedily. 

The  combination  of  calomel  with 
fquills  was  pufhed  to  a confiderable 
extent,  with  Jelly,  becaufe  I fufpeded 
the  condition  of  the  liver.  It  did  not, 

however. 
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however,  diminifh  the  fwellings  in 
proportion  to  its  diuretic  effed. 

’ \ 

The  tobacco  tindure  proved  a ready 
diuretic  with  Coxe.  In  the  two  other 
cafes,  and  in  fome  which  I do  not  re- 
coiled; with  fufficient  accuracy  to  in- 
fert,  it  did  no  fervice.  But  in  Coxe’s 
cafe,  which  was  evidently  a dropfy 
of  the  ovarium,  no  benefit  could  be 
expeded  from  fimple  diuretics.  The 
mercurial  fridion,  and  fpiritus  astheris 
vitriolici,  produced  a confiderable  ef- 
fed  on  the  difeafe.  The  latter,  as  well 
as  the  fpiritus  aetheris  nitrofi,  probably 
increafes  the  urine  by  the  adion  of  its 
alcohol. 

t • . 4 l 

In  Betty  Clay’s  cafe,  we  have  a ftrik- 
ing  example  of  the  little  anti-hydropic 
power  of  an  adive  diuretic,  the  fpiritus 
aetheris  nitrofi.  She  attended  me  only 
once  in  two  or  three  months,  and  at 
the  end  of  eight,  was  as  much  fwelled 

as 
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as  ever;  though  fhe  had  been  con- 
stantly ufing  this  medicine,  and  though 
her  urine  was  paffing  in  very  unufual 
quantity.  The  tonic  pills  have  nearly 
effected  a cure  in  this  cafe. 


On  reviewing  thefe  obfervations, 
which  were  made  without  choice, 
and  with  no  predile&ion  for  any 
remedy,  the  refult  appears  not  highly 
in  favour  of  the  digitalis.  Yet  I 
efteem  it  a valuable  medicine,  and  I 
have  always  found  it  fafe,  by  attend- 
ing to  Dr.  Withering’s  cautions.  The 
melampodium,  as  given  in  the  form 
of  tonic  pills,  appears,  likewife,  to 
poffefs  virtues  that  ought  not  to  be 
negledted.  I have  employed  the  cream 
of  tartar  in  comparatively  few  cafes, 
but  when  their  nature  is  considered, 
and  the  furprizing  proportion  of  fuc- 
cefs  allowed  for,  I think  we  may 
fairly  rank  this  medicine  in  the 

firft 
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firft  clafs  of  hydragogues.  From  what 
I have  feen  of  its  effects,  I fhall 
hereafter  give  it  a preference  in  mofl 
cafes  of  dropfy,  to  bring  forward  a 
larger  teftimonial  of  its  real  merits. 
Stronger  conclufions  may  be  drawn  in 
its  favour,  from  thefe  cafes,  becaufe 
they  coincide  with  the  experience  of 
Dr.  Home.*  Indeed,  if  cream  of 
tartar  be  found  to  poflefs  only  an  equal 
/bare  of  merit  with  digitalis,  the  for- 
mer will  deferve  the  preference,  as 
poflefling  no  deleterious  qualities,  and 
being  eafily  managed  by  practitioners 
of  the  fmalleft  judgment.  In  treating 
of  this  remedy,  Dr.  Home  has  formed 
a juft  and  valuable  diftinCtion,  between 
remedies  which  aCt  chiefly  as  diuretics, 
and  thofe,  which  at  the  fame  time, 
diminifh  the  fluid  effufed  in  dropfies. 
I have  been  led  to  refer  to  this  diftinc- 
tion  more  than  once,  in  the  preceding 
cafes.  The  doctor’s  words  are  thefe; 

* Clinical  Obferv.  Exper.  &c.  p.  349. 

“ We 
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<£  We  have  found,  that  oxymel  col- 
“ chici,  baccae  juniperi,  &c.  are  much 
“ Wronger  diuretics,  but  much  weaker 
“ antihydropics,  than  cremor  tartari. 
<(  We  have  feen,  that  it  often  neither 
“ increafes  urine  nor  ftool,  and  yet 
“ that  it  cures.”'*'  If  this  difference 
were  more  obferved,  fome  mortifying 
difappointments  in  practice  might  be 
avoided. 

t 

Twenty- one  of  my  patients  were 
males,  and  twenty -fix  were  females. 
This  proportion  fupports  the  common 
opinion,  that  women  are  more  fub- 
jeCt  to  hydropic  affections.  Their  ages 
have  varied  from  a year  and  half  to 
fevenfy. 

In  thofe  cafes  which  terminated 
fatally,  where  an  infpeCtion  of  the  body 

* Clinical  Exper.  Obf.  & c.  p.  353.  The  whole 
paflage,  which  is  long,  deferves  particular  attention. 

was 
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« 

was  obtained,  befides  the  appearances 
of  difeaie  in  the  vifcera,  ufual  in 
dropfical  complaints,  we  have  fre- 
quently feen  the  kidneys  affedted  with 
enlargement,  inflammation,  and  a de- 
gree of  fuppuration.  In  Rowbottom, 
befides  the  difeafe  in  the  liver,  there 
was  an  affedtion  of  the  heart,  fufRcient 
alone  to  produce  death.  In  fuch  in- 
ftances,  difledtions  prove  the  impofli- 
bility  of  faving  the  patient*  Yet  in 
feveral  of  thefe  cafes,  much  relief  was 
obtained  by  the  ufe  of  medicines,  and 
life  was  not  only  prolonged,  but 
foothed.  The  power  of  an  hydra- 
gogue  never  appears  greater,  to  a 
judicious  obferver,  than  when  it  re- 
duces fwellings  occafioned  by  perma- 
nent difeafe  in  the  vifcera,  although 
the  event  of  the  cafe  fhould  be  ulti- 
mately fatal. 

Five  of  my  patients  died,  in  confe- 
quence  of  a diarrhaea,  which  began 

H when 


'98  Remedies  of  dropsy. 

when  their  fwellings  were  greatly  re- 
duced. It  is  an  obfervation  of  Hippo- 
crates, repeated  by  all  writers*  on  this 
difeafe,  that  a diarrhaja,  appearing  in 
a dropfy  of  long  continuance,  is  gene- 
rally fatal.  Johnfon,  however,  had  a 
loofenefs,  almod  at  the  didance  of 
three  months  from  the  time  of  his 
admiflion,  and  yet  efcaped.  In  three 
of  the  difiedtions,  an  evident  caufe  of 
this  fymptom  appeared  : the  intedines 
were  in  a date  of  great  inflammation. 

Such  a date  of  the  bowels  is  fre- 
quently mentioned  by  pra&ical  wri- 
ters,-f*  but  not  as  connected  with  a di- 
arrhaea,  nor  as  following  the  abatement 
of  the  fwellings.  I am  inclined  to 
believe,  that  this  is  a peculiar  termi- 
nation of  inveterate  afeites.  We  fee 

* * Hoffman,  tom.  III.  p.  329.  Sydenham  fab  titulo 
Lieutaud,  Precis  de  la  Med.  Prat.  &c. 

f Monro  on  Dropfy,  p.  8.  and  the  authors  quoted  above. 

in 
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in  fome  other  cafes,  in  the  puerperal 
fever  particularly,  that  inflammation 
may  arife  in  the  contained  parts  of 
the  abdomen,  in  confequence  of  the 
fudden  removal  of  preflure ; and  in 
whatever  way  that  faCt  may  be  ex- 
plained, I apprehend  that  a fimilar 
procefs  takes  place,  after  the  reduction 
of  hydropic  fwellings.*  Hoffman  and 
fome  others,  explain  fuch  affeCtions  of 
the  inteftines  from  the  long-continued 
aCtion  of  the  effufed  water  on  them, 
which,  though  a theory  of  no  value, 
fhows  their  conviction  of  the  reality  of 
the  faCt.  It  is  evidently  of  great  im- 
portance to  afcertain  in  what  cafes  fuch 
a termination  may  be  expected,  becaufe 
the  practice,  in  a difeafe  of  long  con- 
tinuance, ought  to  be  conflderably 

* We  muft  take  care  to  diftinguifh,  however,  that  in 
puerperal  fevers  the  peritoneum  appears  to  be  firlt  affect- 
ed. In  hydropic  inflammation,  the  villous  coat  of  the 
ioteftines  is  chiefly  attacked. 

H 2 
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influenced  by  it.  This  view  will  in- 
duce the  phyflcian  to  avoid  all  dimu- 
lating  purgatives,  and  rather  to  folicit 
a very  gradual  difcharge  of  the  eflufed 
fluid,  than  to  urge  the  conftitution  to 
a degree  of  adtion,  that  may  increafe  to 
a morbid  date.  There  was  no  parti- 
cular appearance  indicative  of  this  ter- 
mination, in  the  cafes  I have  obferved, 
excepting  a general  irritability  of  the 
habit,  which  always  fecured  the  effedt 
of  the  diuretics  adminidered. 

» _ • 

In  three  other  fatal  indances,  death 

was  brought  on  by  gangrene.  This  is 
commonly  to  be  expedted,  in  men, 
when  the  dun  of  the  penis  has  become 
diflended  and  tortuous.  Johnfon  is  the 
only  patient  whom  I have  feen  furvive 
this  fym'ptom.  In  refpedt  of  this  ftate, 
alfo,  as  a probable  termination  of  drop- 
fy,  it  is  evident,  that  brifk  purgatives, 
in  the  confirmed  flage  of  the  difeafe, 
mud  be  very  injurious.  I fliould  even 

dread. 
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dread,  in  fuch  circumftances,  the  ef- 
fects of  digitalis  on  the  moving  powers 
of  the  circulation. 

i 

. > s 

I have  never  had  recourfe  to  tapping, 
but  when  the  ftate  of  the  fwellings 
threatened  fuffocation.  Whenever  I 
have  been  compelled  to  employ  it,  I 

have  found  the  effufion  renewed  in 

« 

great  quantity,  in  the  courfe  of  forty- 
eight  hours,  or  within  three  or  four 
days  at  the  utmoft. 


HYDROCEPHALUS. 

Great  doubts  muft  attend  every  ap- 
parent inftance  of  fuccefs,  in  the  treat- 
ment of  hydrocephalus  internus.  Other 
difeafes  produce  nearly  fimilar  fymp- 
toms,  and  mercury,  the  prevailing 
remedy  in  hydrocephalus,  is  ufed  with 

H 3 fuccefs 
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fuccefs  in  thofe  diforders ; particularly 
in  removing  worms  from  the  inteftinal 
canal.  The  two  following  cafes  will 
•prove  that  hydrocephalus  may  be  furvi- 
ved,  but  I am  inclined  to  regard  them  as 
fpontaneous  cures,  little,  if  at  all  affift- 
ed  by  medicine.  As  new  fadts,  how- 
ever, they  are  worth  recording,  and  as 
they  afford  clear  inftances  of  recovery, 
from  a complaint  generally  deemed  in- 
curable, they  may  teach  us  not  to  de- 
fpair,  in  fimilar  fituations. 

In  February,  1783,  I was  confulted 
for  a boy,  two  years  of  age,  who, 
about  ten  days  before,  had  been  fud- 
denly  deprived  of  his  fpeech,  of  the 
motion  of  his  right  arm,  and  of 
that  of  both  legs  and  feet.  When  I 
faw  him,  he  had  recovered  the  ufe  of 
his  arm,  in  fome  degree,  but  the  lower 
extremities  remained  entirely  ufelefs. 
After  the  firft  appearance  of  thefe  fymp- 
toms,  the  bones  of  the  cranium  had 

feparated, 
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feparated,  and  the  right  parietal  bone 
was  confiderably  elevated.  The  eyes 
were  protruded,  but,  in  a moderate 
light,  the  pupils  had  a natural  appear- 
ance, and  contracted  well.  He  un- 
derwent a feverifh  paroxyfm  every  day. 
His  pulfe  was  commonly  quick ; his 
fleep  much  diflurbed  j and  though  na- 
turally lively  and  aCtive,  he  now  ap- 
peared uncommonly  dull.  He  had 
been  bliftered  between  the  fhoulders, 
without  relief.  I directed  a blifter  to 
be  applied  over  the  fontanella,  and  or- 
dered three  grains  of  calomel  to  be 
given  every  fecond  or  third  day.  The 
paralytic  fymptoms  went  off  rapidly, 
under  this  courfe,  and  at  the  end  of  a 
week,  the  bones  of  the  cranium  began 
to  approximate.  The  futures  foon 
clofed  again,  and  the  child  recovered 
his  ufual  fpirits  and  activity  with  the 
ufe  of  his  limbs. 

In  fpring,  1789,  the  family  of  a 
labourer  in  Wood-Street,  of  the  name 

H 4 of 


i04  REMEDIES  OF  DROPSY. 

of  Belcher,  was  attacked  by  the  fever 
then  prevalent.  One  of  the  children, 
a boy  about  a year  and  half  old,  was 
infenfible  during  a great  part  of  the 
courfe  of  the  fever,  and  lingered  much 
in  his  recovery.  When  the  ftrength 
returned,  an  averfion  to  light  was 
obferved,  and  the  head  began  to  in- 
creafe  in  fize.  At  length,  the  futures 
opened,  and  the  child  became  blind. 
The  motion  of  the  lower  limbs  was 
loft  about  the  fame  time.  I gave 
calomel  in  fmall  dofes,  every  other 
day,  fo  as  to  keep  the  body  moderately 
open,  but  without  exciting  any  figns 
of  mercurial  adtion.  By  degrees,  the 
child  became  more  lively,  regained  the 
ufe  of  its  limbs,  and  the  enjoyment  of 
all  its  fenfes,  but  that  of  fight.  The 
head  then  decreafed  in  fize,  and  at  the 
end  of  ftx  weeks,  the  futures  clofed 
again.  The  patient  grew  ftrong,  ac- 
tive and  lufty.  But  a cataradt  of  con- 
fiderable  fize  now  appeared  in  each 

eye, 
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eye,  and  as  an  operation  was  not  to  be 
thought  of  in  fo  young  a fubjedt,  he 
was  difeharged,  cured  of  hydrocepha- 
lus. 

Perhaps  the  fortunate  event  of  thefe 
cafes  was  owing  to  the  fuddennefs  with 
which  the  effuiion  was  made.  In  the 
firft,  no  exciting  caufe  could  be  dif- 
covered,  and  probably  whatever  caufe 
had  adted,  had  not  been  permanent. 
In  the  fecond,  the  febrile  attack  feemed 
to  excite  the  effuiion ; and  with  the 
fever,  the  dangerous  ftate  of  the  difeafe 
had  ended.  Symptoms  of  recovery 
appeared,  in  the  firft  patient,  before 

1 

I faw  him ; I have  therefore  little  hefi- 
tation  in  confidering  his  cure  as  fpon- 
taneous.  The  event  of  the  fecond  cafe 
is  more  doubtful  in  this  refpedt.  Little 
mercury  was  given,  and  no  affedtion 
of  the  mouth  was  excited  j neither 
was  there  any  increafe  of  urine.  Per- 
haps the  medicine  afiifted  nature  in 

fome 


io6 


REMEDIES  OF  DROPSY. 


fome  degree,  but  I am  difpofed  to 
rank  this  alfo  as  an  inftance  of  fpon- 
taneous  recovery,  by  recollecting  the 
fudden  amendment  of  the  conftitution 
in  every  refpedt.  The  relief  of  the 
complaint  in  the  head  appeared  to  fol- 
low this  amendment,  not  to  introduce 
it.  . j 
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T A B L E, 

Exhibiting  the  Effects  of  fome  Diuretics,  in  forty-seven  Cases  of  Dropsy. 


Name. 

Age. 

Species  of  Dropfy 

Remedy . 

Event. 

1 . Sarah  Irlam 

60 

Anafarca 

Digitalis 

Cured 

z.  John  Wilfon 

28 

Afcites  and  Anafarca 

Digitalis,  i ft  Courfe 

Cured 

The  fame 

Relapfed 

Digitalis,  zd  Courfe 

Not  relieved 

3.  Elizabeth  Hall 

31 

Leucophlegm.&Incip.afci. 

Digitalis 

Cured 

4.  John  Dawfon 

55 

Afcites  & L.eucophlegmatia 

Digitalis 

Cured 

3.  James  Heys 

27 

Afcites  and  Anafarca 

Digitalis 

Cured 

6.  Elizabeth  Atherton 

■9 

Afcites  & Leucophlegmatia 

Digitalis 

Cured 

7.  Ellen  Farrar 

■9 

Hydrothorax 

Digitalis 

, Cured 

8.  Margaret  Devvrden 

9 

Afcites 

Digitalis 

Cured 

9.  Elizabeth  Bayley 

25 

Hydrothorax 

Digitalis 

Relieved 

to.  John  Rowbottom 

1 6 

Hydroth.  Afcites  & Anafar. 

I,  Digitalis,  and  Cream  of 
Tartar  with  Gamboge, 
z.  Calomel  with  Squills 

Relieved 

11.  Ellen  Wyatt 

58 

Afcites 

lit  Courfe. 

Tonic  Pills.  Digitalis 

Not  relieved 

The  fame 

2d  Courfe. 

Cream  of  Tartar  in  Solu- 
tion, with  Gamboge 

Convalefcent 

iz.  James  Lees 

53 

Afcites 

Digitalis 

Cured 

13.  William  Williams 

60 

Afcites  and  Anafarca 

1 ft  Courfe.  Digitalis 

Not  relieved 

The  fame 

zd  Courfe.  Tonic  Pills 

Died  after  the  Swell- 
ings were  removed 

14.  Elizabeth  Williamfon 

3° 

Afcites  & Anafar.  3d; 

tack 

Digitalis 

Not  relieved 

15.  Ellen  Jones 

60 

Anafarca 

Digitalis 

Not  relieved 

16.  William  Waters 

23 

Afcites 

Digitalis 

Died 

17.  Job  Bowers 

37 

Afcites  and  Anafarca 

Digitalis,  and  cream  of 
Tartar  with  Gamboge 

Died 

1 8.  Mary  Rowley 

3° 

Afcites 

Digitalis  . 

Not  -relieved 

19.  Mary  Sudworth 

21 

Afcites  and  Anafarca 

Digitalis 

Not  relieved 

zo.  Elizabeth  Oldham 

48 

Afcites 

Digitalis 

Not  relieved 

21.  Elizabeth  Williamfon 

60 

Afcites 

Digitalis 

Not  relieved 

22.  George  Newton 

70 

Afcites,  Anafar.  & Hydroth. 

Digitalis 

^ Died 

23.  William  Taylor 

*9 

Afcites,  Anafar.  & Hydroth, 

. Digitalis 

Died 

Z4.  Mr.  C. 

40 

Hydrothorax 

Cream  of  Tar.  in  Solut. 

Cured 

25.  A.  B. 

38 

Hydrothorax  and  Afcites 

Cream  of  Tartar 

Cured 

26.  Peter  Nield 

+5 

Anafarca 

Cream  of  Tartar 

Cured 

27.  Thomas  Mather 

25 

Afcites  and  Anafarca 

Cream  of  Tartar 

Cured 

The  fame 

Relapfed 

Cream  of  Tartar 

Convalefcent 

28.  John  Hopwood 

48 

Afcites  and  Hydrothorax 

Cream  of  Tartar 

Relieved 

29.  Elizabeth  Monk 

45 

Hydrothorax 

Cream  of  Tartar 

* Convalefcent 

30.  Catherine  Duny 

20 

Afcites 

Cream  of  Tartar 

Cured 

31.  Ann  Wagftaff 

25 

Anafarca 

Cream  of  Tartar 

Cured 

3Z.  Jeremiah  Wood 

4z 

Anafarca  andHydrothorax 

Cream  of  Tartar 

Died 

33.  Sarah  Hartley 

z9 

Afcites  and  Hydrothbrax 

Bacher’s  Tonic  Pills 

Died  after  the  remo- 
val of  the  Swellings 

34.  Alice  Wrigley 

«5 

Afcites  and  Anafarpa 

Bacher’s  Tonic  Pills  and 
infufum  Diureticum 

Cured 

35.  Ann  Waring 

23 

Afcites  and  Anafarca 

Bacher’s  Tonic  Pills 

Cured 

36.  Betty  Clay 

46 

Afcites 

1 ft  Courfe. 

Sp.  TEther.  Nitroli. 

2d  Courfe. 
Bacher’s  Tonic  Pills 

Relieved. 

Convalefcent 

37.  Mary  Winterbottom 

58 

Afcites 

Bacher’s  Tonic. Pills 

Cured 

38.  William  Kay 

I 2 

Afcites 

Pulvis  Doveri 

Cured 

39.  I-Iannah  Wolftenholme 

40 

Anafarca 

Calomel 

Cured 

40.  Thomas  Jelly 

38 

Hydroth.  Afcites  & Ajiafar. 

Calomel  with  Squills 
and  Opium 

ill  Courfe;  Relieved, 
zd  Courfe  ; died, 
after  the  removal 
of  the  Swellings 

41.  Mary  Coxe 

29 

Hydrops  Ovarii 

Nicotiana  and  Sp.^Ethe- 
ris»  Vitriolici 

Relieved 

42.  James  Johnfon 

23 

Afcites  and  Anafay 

ca 

Nicotiana 

Not  relieved 

The  fame 

Bacher’s  Tonic  Pills 

Relieved 

43.  Mary  Rules 

■ 1 
1 Z 

Afcites 

Pundlure 

Died 

44.  Charles  Allen 

G 

Afcites 

Squills 

Died 

45.  Mary  Beard 

3« 

Afcites,  Anafar.  Sc  Hydroth . 

Puncture 

Died 

46.  Edward  Olmotherly 

2 

Hydrocephalus 

Calomel 

Recovered 

47.  Thomas  Belcher 

a 

Hydrocephalusl 

m Calomel 

Recovered  ' 

Cafes 
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Cafes  of  Afcites  alone,  thirteen ; of  which,  were 


Cured,  5. 

Died,  3.^ 

Convalefcent,  2. 

Not  relieved,  3. 

Cafes  of  *Hydrothorax  alone,  four ; of  which. 

Cured,  2. 

Relieved,  1 . 

Convalefcent,  1. 


Cafes  of  Anafarca  alone,  fve ; of  which. 

Cured,  4. 

Not  relieved,  1. 

/ ' 

Cafes  of  Hydrocephalus,  two ; both  recovered. 

Cafe  of  Hydrops  Ovarii,  one ; relieved. 

% 

Cafes  of  Anafarca  and  Afcites  complicated;  thirteen ; 

of  which. 


Cured, 

8. 

Died, 

1. 

Relieved, 

1. 

Not  relieved. 

3* 

Cafes  of  Afcites  and  Anafarca,  or  of  either,  compli- 
cated with  Hydrothorax ; nine ; of  which. 

Cured,  1 . 

Died,  6. 

Relieved, 
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Total  cured. 

22. 

relieved. 

5- 

Convalefcent, 

3- 

Not  relieved. 

7- 

Dead, 

IO. 

• t 

It  appears  from  this  table,  that  cafes 
of  anafarca  alone,  or  of  anafarca  and 
afcites  complicated,  are  the  moft  cu- 
rable fpecies  of  dropfy;  next  to  thefe 
afcites ; and  that  the  moft  intractable 
kind  is  the  complication  of  afcites  and 
anafarca,  or  of  either,  with  hydro- 
thorax. This  confirms  the  common 

I 

opinion.  My  cafes  of  hydrothorax 
alone  have  been  very  favourable ; but 
they  are  not  in  fufficient  number  to 
juftify  a conclufion.  The  fame  obfer- 
vation  applies  to  the  inftances  of  hy- 
drocephalus, and  to  that  of  hydrops 
ovarii. 


UVA 
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* ■ 

I have  given  this  medicine  in  a con- 
fiderable  number  of  nephritic  cafes,  in 
very  moderate  dofes,  and  always  with 
manifeft  advantage.  When  the  pain 
is  very  acute,  and  the  pulfe  quick,  I 
begin  the  cure  with  bleeding,  and  a 
gentle  purgative,  compofed  of  manna 
and  a neutral  fait.  This  purgative  I 
repeat  twice  a-week,  and  on  the  inter- 
mediate days,  diredl  the  patient  to  take 
five*  grains  of  uva  urfi,  and  half  a 

r 

* The  fmallnefs  of  this  dofe,  in  exhibiting  a medicine 
generally  given  in  the  quantity  of  a fcruple,  may  excite 
furprife.  A medical  friend,  of  high  reputation,  who 
infpedled  thefe  papers  before  they  went  to  the  prefs, 
appeared  very  dubious  refpeiling  this  particular.  The 
fails,  however,  are  exaitly  as  I have  reprefented,  and 
I may  add,  that  in  dofes  of  a fcruple,  or  half  a drachm, 
I have  found  this  remedy  produce  naufea,  even  when 
joined  with  opium. 

grain 
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grain  of  opium,  three  or  four  times 
a-day,  according  to  the  urgency  of  the 
fymptoms.  I have  never  found  larger 
dofes  neceftary.  This  method  always 
relieves,  and  generally  effedts  a cure. 
Of  fixteen  patients,  treated  in  this 
manner,  I have  difcharged  twelve 
cured. * In  reckoning  the  cures,  I do 
not  reft  on  the  ceftation  of  a fingle  fit, 
but  require  a permanent  relief  from 
pain.  Many  of  my  patients  have  ufed 
the  remedy  for  feveral  months  toge- 
ther, before  this  end  was  attained. 
The  fits  became  flighter,  and  at  length 
ceafed. 

The  mode  in  which  this  remedy 
adts,  is  ftill  unknown.  It  produces 
no  fenfible  effedt  befide  the  abatement 
of  pain,  which  cannot  be  attributed  to 
the  fmall  quantity  of  opium  joined 

* Of  the  remaining  four,  two  were  much  relieved, 
and  two  difcontinued  their  attendance. 
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with  it.  Dr.  Cullen’s  conjecture  on 
this  fubjeCt,  though  it  feems  to  ap- 
proach near  the  truth,  ftill  gives  us  an 
effect  for  a caufe.  Perhaps  the  fecret 
is  to  be  fought  in  the  undifcovered 
procefs  of  the  generation  of  calculus. 
If,  as  the  new  chemiftry  teaches  us, 
the  human  calculus  confift  in  a great 
meafure  of  a peculiar  acid,  it  is  pofli- 
ble,  that  a bitter  and  aftringent  of 
a certain  nature,  may  exert  fpecific 
powers,  by  direCt  a&ion  on  the  folids, 
in  preventing  the  feparation  of  that 
acid  from  the  fluids,  in  uncommon 
quantity. 


4 

HYSTERIA. 

Men  are  frequently  attacked  by  com- 
plaints which  approach  to  the  hyfteri- 
cal  type.  In  the  following  inflance,  a 

young 
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young  man  was  affe&ed  with  regular 
hyfteric  fits,  in  confequence  of  con- 
tinued vexation  and  anxiety. 

In  fpring,  1789,  I was  defired  to 
vifit  J.  C.  about  feventeen  years  of 
age,  on  account  of  fits,  with  which 
he  had  been  feized  a few  days  before. 
I was  told,  that  they  began  with  great 
dejedtion  of  fpirits,  fighing,  and  un- 
eafinefs  about  the  praecordia.  He 
then  became  apparently  infenfible,  but 
groaned  much,  and  did  not  recover  for 
a confiderable  time.  He  relapfed  fre- 
quently, from  flight  caufes,  and  often 
had  three  or  four  fits  in  a day.  He 

faid,  that  he  felt  the  globus  hyflericus, 

. * / 

at  the  approach  of  each  paroxyfm,  and 
that  he  retained  his  fenfes,  in  fome 
degree,  to  the  termination  of  each. 
His  pulfe  was  weak,  and  hurried ; his 
tongue  fomewhat  foul ; and  his  coun- 
tenance timid.  His  evacuations  were 
natural.  I do  not  recolledt  the  parti- 
cular 
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cular  nature  of  his  employment,  but  it 
was  of  a fedentary  kind. 

After  clearing  his  ftomach  by  an 
emetic,  I dire&ed  fome  pills  to  be 
made  up,  compofed  of  opium  and  afa 
fcetida,  and  to  be  given  in  fuch  a man- 
ner, that  he  took  half  a grain  of  the 
former,  and  four  grains  of  the  latter, 
every  hour,  previous  to  the  approach  of 
the  morning  paroxyfm.  On  the  firft 
day  of  taking  the  pills,  the  fit  came  on, 
but  in  a llighter  degree.  The  next 
day,  he  was  ordered  to  begin  at  a 
greater  diftance  from  the  ufual  time  of 
the  fit.  He  took,  by  this  means, 
three  grains  of  opium,  and  more  than 
a fcruple  of  afa  fcetida.  The  paroxyfm 
was  effectually  prevented  by  this  dofe 
without  producing  the  fmalleft  uneafi- 
nefs  to  the  patient.  Two  of  the  pills 
were  given  at  bed-time,  for  a few 
nights  afterwards,  and  the  cure  was 

I finifibed 
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finished  by  adminiflering  tonics.  I 
have  not  heard  that  he  has  fuffered  any 
relapfe. 


DIABETES. 

I have  feen  very  few  inftances  of 
this  diforder,  and  can  add  nothing  to 
its  hiftory,  but  one  cafe  in  which  the 
patient  was  cured.  Any  example  of 
fuccefs,  in  a complaint  generally  fo 
intradable,  is  interefting  and  encou- 
raging. 

Robert  Backhoufe,  aged  forty-five, 
was  admitted  in  June,  1791.  He  had 
pafied  a very  great  quantity  of  urine, 
for  feveral  weeks.  At  the  time  of  his 
admifiion,  the  flow  of  urine  was 
greatefi:  in  the  night,  and  prevented 
him  from  Beeping.  He  then  pafied 

from 
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from  three  to  four  quarts  in  the  courfe 
of  each  night  exclufive  of  at  leaf!  one 
quart  in  the  day.  His  urine  was 
whey-coloured,  and  of  a fweetifh  tafte. 
He  was  much  emaciated,  and  troubled 
with  a conftant  third: ; his  tongue 
appeared  parched,  and  was  divided  by 
fmall  fiffures. 

5 » 

I directed  for  him  a courfe  of  bark, 
with  elixir  of  vitriol.  In  a fortnight, 
his  urine  came  off  in  fmaller  quantity, 
and  foon  after  was  'reduced  entirely  to 
a natural  Hate.  He  then  complained 
of  confiderable  heat  and  pain  in  the 
region  of  the  bladder,  which  were 
removed  by  demulcents.  He  went 
out,  with  a cough,  and  fome  other 
pedtoral  complaints  (for  which  he  was 
defired  to  attend  as  an  out-patient) 
but  perfectly  cured  of  his  diabetes. 

i 

Dr.  Sydenham  feems  to  have  con- 
sidered this  as  a difeafe  arifmg  from 

I 2 debility. 
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debility,*  but  he  has  not  taken  notice 
of  it  as  an  idiopathic  diforder.  Our 
patient’s  fymptoms  indicated  tonic  re- 
medies, and  thefe  had  all  the  fuccefs 
I could  defire.  If  they  had  failed,  I 
fhould  have  joined  the  ufe  of  lime- 
water  with  them.  This  remedy  has 
been  confidered,  by  fome  practitioners, 
as  a kind  of  fpecific  in  diabetes. 

The  only  remarkable  circumftance 
which  I could  trace  in  the  previous 
hiftory  of  this  patient,  was  that  he 
had  indulged  himfelf  in  drinking  fpiri- 
tuous  liquors. 


* Of  the  epidemic  difeafes,  from  1675  to  1680. 
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OF  I7B9,  AND  I79O. 

I 

In  the  winter  of  17B9,  and  in  fpring 
1790,  an  epidemic  fever  prevailed 
much  in  Manchefter  and  Salford.  The 
preceding  fummer  and  autumn  had  been 
uncommonly  moift,  and  the  month  of 
November  fet  in  with  much  cold  and 
heavy  rain.  The  fymptoms  were,  pain 
in  the  head,  back,  and  limbs;  ficknefs; 
cough ; and  in  feveral  cafes  towards  the 
end  of  the  winter,  great  pain  and  dif- 
ficulty in  voiding  urine.  The  pulfe 
was  quick,  but  foft ; and  fometimes 
intermitted  in  the  firft  days.  The 
tongue  was  generally  white ; fome- 
times with  a longitudinal  brown  ftripe 
in  the  middle.  The  patients  were 

I 3 commonly 
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commonly  coflive  at  firft.  In  the 
courfe  of  the  firft  week,  the  head-ach 
and  pain  of  the  back  became  excruci- 
ating,  and  were  often  accompanied 
with  low  delirium.  The  fkin  was,  at 
this  period,  in  moft  cafes  dry  and  harfh, 
without  any  remarkable  heat;  but  in 
fome  cafes,  profufe  watery  fweats  took 
place.  In  the  fecond  week,  the  dry- 
nefs  and  harfhnefs  of  the  tongue  in- 
creafed ; the  eyes  became  inflamed ; 
the  patient  was  inattentive  to  what 
pafled  around  him,  but  reftlefs.  The 
cough  increafed  to  a diftrefling  degree; 
and  coftivenefs  became  habitual.  At 
the  end  of  this  period,  the  lips  and 
teeth  had  generally  contracted  a black 
fur ; the  patient  often  groaned,  and 
fometimes  fhrieked  aloud : the  fkin 

was  parched  and  burning ; and  the 
difeafe  became  a formed  typhus. 

The  epidemic  was  moft  prevalent 
from  November  to  January,  in  the 

winter. 
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winter,  and  appeared  again  in  the 
fucceeding  April.  When  the  firft 
frofts  fet  in,  mofl  of  my  patients  who 
then  had  the  fever  became  delirious. 
Tbofe  women  who  recovered,  were 
commonly  affedled  with  hysterical 
fymptoms,  after  the  fever  difappeared. 
The  firft  inftance  of  this  kind  was 
fomewhat  intricate.  After  the  abate- 
ment of  all  the  feveriSh  fymptoms,  the 
patient  was  feized  with  violent  ficknefs 
and  vomiting  in  the  evening,  which 
continued  to  a very  late  hour.  An 
anodyne  was  prefcribed,  and  She  was 
better  next  day.  But  the  ficknefs  and 
vomiting  returned,  on  the  fucceeding 
evening,  and  I was  then  told,  that  She 
had  thrown  up  fome  green  matter. 
On  particular  inquiry,  I found  that 
fome  degree  of  the  globus  byftericus 
attended  the  paroxyfm.  The  goodnefs 
of  her  pulfe  every  morning,  after  a 
vomiting-fit  of  three  or  four  hours, 
confirmed  me  in  my  opinion  of  the 

I 4 nature 
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nature  of  the  complaint.  Accordingly, 
I ordered  draughts  with  afa  fcetida  and 
opium,  and  found  that  the  paroxyfms 
yielded  readily,  and  foon  entirely  left 
her. 

The  mortality  in  this  epidemic  was 
not  great,  though  we  had  dreadful 
accounts  of  its  ravages  in  fome  of  the 
neighbouring  towns.  Out  of  the  firft 
ninety  patients  whom  I attended  in  it, 
two  only  died.  One  of  thefe  had  been 
confined  to  bed  during  a fortnight 
before  I faw  her.  In  general,  thofe 
who  were  vifited  during  the  firfi:  three 
or  four  days  of  the  difeafe,  recovered 
very  early.  But  when  patients  were 
fuffered  to  linger  for  a fortnight  or 
three  weeks,  before  afiiftance  was  de- 
fired,  of  which  I had  too  many  in- 
ftances,  the  difeafe  proved  tedious  and 
difficult. 

In  the  early  ftage,  antimonial  eme- 
tics, and  gentle  laxatives  did  eminent 

fervice. 
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fervice.  The  fever  often  difappeared, 
as  foon  as  the  bowels  were  cleared. 
In  general,  the  patients  bore  purging 
well,  and  even  required  it  repeatedly  j 
the  pulfe  commonly  became  firmer  and 
more  regular,  after  evacuations  of  this 
kind. 


J.  M.  had  been  attacked  with  the 
ufual  fymptoms  of  the  epidemic,  three 
days  before  I faw  him.  He  was  cof- 
tive,  and  his  pulfe  intermitted  every 
fifth  or  fixth  ftroke.  I ordered  him 
five  ounces  of  infufion  of  fena,  which 

I 

produced  feveral  loofe  ftools.  Next 
day,  the  pulfe  was  regular,  and  the 
intermifiion  was  entirely  gone.  This 
is  the  only  clear  inftance  of  the  Sola- 
nian  pulfe  that  I have  met  with. 
After  unloading  the  bowels,  if  the 
fkin  continued  dry,  and  the  pulfe 
quick,  a diaphoretic  mixture  was  or- 
dered, containing  antimonial  wine  and 
laudanum,  in  the  quantity  of  fifteen 

drops 
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drops  of  the  former,  and  ten  of  the 
latter,  every  three  hours.  The  ufe  of 
diluents  was  enjoined;  and  a particular 
attention  to  eleanlinefs  (the  moft  diffi- 
cult part  of  the  procefs)  carefully 
enforced.  In  all  offenftve  houfes,  I 
obliged  the  inhabitants  to  white-wafti 
the  whole;  and  large  jars,  containing 
new-flaked  lime,  were  placed  in  the 
chamber  of  every  patient.  When  the 
diforder  was  accompanied  with  profufe 
fweats,  the  fpiritus  astheris  vitriolici, 
in  dofes  of  half  a drachm,  repeated 
every  three  or  four  hours,  gave  great 
relief.  The  pains  in  the  head  and 
back,  when  they  refilled  thefe  me- 
thods, were  effectually  relieved  by  blif- 
tering  between  the  ffioulders.  This 
remedy  exerted  particular  power  over 
the  epidemic.  A Angle  blifter  removed 
every  complaint,  in  many  cafes. 

The  dyfuria,  which  prevailed  in  fe- 
veral  inftances  where  no  blifter  had 

. • V \ f. 
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been  applied,  gave  way  to  the  large 
ufe  of  diluents  combined  with  muci- 
lage of  gum  arabic,  and  to  the  inter- 
pofition  of  opium. 

The  ufe  of  bark  was  feldom  abfo- 
lutely  necefiary,  excepting  when  the 
difeafe  had  run  into  typhus.  In  the 
earlier  ftage,  bark  did  not  appear  to 
accelerate  the  cure,  and  was  only  ufe- 
ful  by  removing  debility,  after  the 
fever  had  difappeared. 

In  fome  of  thofe  unfortunate  cafes, 
where  the  patient  had  been  confined 
to  bed  during  three  or  four  weeks,  be- 
fore recourfe  was  had  to  the  Infirmary, 
neither  bark  nor  wine,  though  aflifted 
by  other  ftimulants,  produced  any  ef- 
fe&  on  the  difeafe.  Even  when  I could 
depend  on  the  regular  adminiftration 
of  the  medicines,  I have  feen  patients 
wafte  away,  infenfibly  to  themfelves, 
and  to  thofe  about  them ; and  after 

lying 
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lying  in  a kind  of  middle  -ftate,  not 
dead,  but  fcarcely  alive,  expire  at  the 
end  of  fome  weeks.  Several  patients 
came  under  my  care,  during  the  intenfe 
heat  of  the  laft  fummer,  who  had  been 
ill  from  three  weeks  to  a month  each, 
when  I fir  ft  vifited  them.  Two  of 
them*  were  in  this  ftate,  and  were 
evidently  haftening  to  their  graves, 
notwithftanding  the  free  ufe  of  tonics 
and  antifeptics,  when. the  heat  of  the 
weather,  and  the  clofenefs.  of  their 
apartment  induced  me  to  think  of  ap- 
plying the  ftimulus  of  cold,  in  the 
manner  which  has  been  fuccefsfully 
pradlifed  in  fome  other  hofpitals.-f*  I 
therefore  ordered  them  to  be  walked 
with  cold  water,  one  very  clofe  even- 

i* 

• • , • i 

* Anne  and  Frances  Fowden. 

-j-  Dr.  Wright  of  Jamaica  recommends  cold  bathing, 
even  in  the  beginning  of  fevers,  in  warm  climates.  His 
confidence  in  the  remedy  was  proved  by  his  praftiftng 
it  in  his  own  cafe.  London  Med.  Journal,  vol.  VII. 
p..i  io. 
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ing.  The  pulfe  was  raifed  next  morn- 
ing, and  they  were  more  fenfible.  The 
ablution  was  repeated  next  night, 
and  the  favourable  change  continued. 
I then  directed  them  to  be  completely 
immerfed,  afterwards  to  be  well  rub- 
bed with  coarfe  towels,  and  laid  into 
bed,  with  the  lower  extremities  wrap- 
ped in  flannel.  The  confequence  was, 
an  immediate  appearance  of  recovery, 
which  was  followed  by  a regular  pro- 
grefs  to  convalefcence. 

1 

A third  patient,*  lifter  to  the  two 
former,  contracted  the  fever,  and  in  the 
courfe  of  a fortnight  funk  into  the  fame 
languishing  condition.  She  was  walhed 
with  cold  water  two  or  three  times  a 
week  ; was  fenftbly  better  after  every 
ablution;  and  recovered  completely. 

A fourth  patient, -f  about  the  fame 
time,  was  feized  with  the  cholera, 

1 Fowden.  f Thomas  Gibfon. 

then 
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then  raging  in  the  town.  His  vomit- 
ing and  purging  were  Toon  flopped  (I 
faw  him  on  the  firfl  day)  but  a great 
flupor  and  probation  of  ftrength  re- 
mained. His  pulfe  was  hurried,  his 
countenance  yellow,  and  his  tongue 
covered  with  a thick  cruft,  brown  in 
in  the  centre.  After  ufmg  tonics  and 
ftimulants,  and  among  the  latter,  blif- 
ters  to  the  temples,  with  little  effedt, 
I diredled  him  to  be  wafhed  all  over 
with  cold  water.  It  appeared  to  re- 
frefh  him  much  ; he  was  more  fenftble 
and  attentive  next  day,  and  the  ablu- 
tion was  repeated.  He  even  became 
fond  of  it.  In  a few  days  he  was  able 
to  come  down  ftairs,  but  his  friends 
were  imprudent  enough  to  let  him  in- 
dulge in  animal  food,  which  brought 
on  a diarrhaea,  and  occafioned  an  entire 
change  of  the  courfe. 

Another  patient,  Jane  Jones,  caught 
the  fever  by  lodging  in  the  fame  houfe 

with 
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with  the  three  fitters  already  men-’ 
tioned.  She  had  been  ill  for  five 
weeks  before  I was  informed  of  her 
fifuation.  The  mittrefs  of  the  houfe 
had  admitted  this  perfon  fretti  from 
the  country,  after  I had  warned  her  of 
the  danger  of  receiving  new  lodgers 
into  a houfe  infeded  in  every  room. 
Alarmed  at  the  effed  of  her  impru- 
dence, when  (lie  found  the  girl  ficken, 
ttie  wou/d  not  fuffer  me  to  be  informed 
of  her  illnefs,  though  I was  then  vifit- 
ing  herfelf  and  three  of  her  children, 
who  fucceflively  caught  the  difeafe ; 
and  the  fecret  was  only  betrayed  by 
the  fcreams  of  the  poor  creature,  which 
were  heard  in  the  adjoining  houfe. 
An  inquiry  took  place,  and  I was  made 
acquainted  with  the  truth.  I found 
her  delirious,  with  a black  fur  on  the 
lips  and  teeth;  her  cheeks  extremely 
fiuihed,  and  her  pulfe  low,  creeping, 
and  fcarcely  to  be  counted.  Finding 
that  the  bark  with  ftimulants,  wine, 

and 
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ai)d  the  application  of  blitters  produced 
no  alteration,  but  that  on  the  contrary 
flie  became  more  infenfible,  and  patted 
whole  nights  in  fhrieking,  I ordered 
her  to  be  completely  wafhed  with  cold 
water.  The  firft  and  fecond  trials 
produced  no  remarkable  ettfe<ft,  but 
finding  her  no  worfe,  I directed  her  to 
be  entirely  immerfed.  Next  day,  fhe 
was  able  to  fit  up.  The  remedy  was 
repeated  at  proper  intervals,  and  fhe 
recovered  perfedtly.  All  thefe  cafes 
occurred,  during  the  exceflive  hot  wea- 
ther of  July  and  Auguft,  1791.  How 
far  they  will  apply,  in  cooler  feafons 
of  the  year,  mutt  be  determined  by 
future  obfervations. 

» 

The  recovery  from  the  ftate  of  ty- 
phus was,  as  ufual,  very  gradual.  In  a 
few  inftances  abfcefles  formed,  and  end- 
ed the  complaint.  Margaret  Thomp- 
fon,  aged  twenty-fix,  was  admitted 
November  9,  1789,  with  the  fymp- 

toms 
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toms  of  the  prevailing  epidemic,  which 
f he  attributed  to  contagion.  In  the 
courfe  of  a fortnight,  fhe  was  tolerably 
free  from  fever,  and  feemed  to  recover 
very  quickly.  But  on  the  firft  day  of 
a finart  froft,  fhe  was  induced  to  go 
out,  and  to  walk  as  long  as  fine  could 
fupport  herfelf.  The  fever  returned 
next  day,  with  great  violence ; a fevere 
diarrhasa  came  on  j and  the  cough 

became  inceflant,  and  violent.  A con- 

% 

flant  delirium  attended  thefe  fymp- 
toms,  fo  that  the  Cafe  appeared  entirely 
hopelefs.  Near  three  weeks  were  fpent 
in  combating  thefe  alarming  appear- 
ances : her  diarrhaea  was  then  leffened, 
and  fhe  became  rather  more  fenfible. 
She  now  complained  greatly  of  a pain 
in  her  right  fide,  which  kept  her  in 
conftant  agony,  and  obliged  her  to  lie 
almoft  always  on  her  face.  Upon  ex- 
amination, I found  a round  hard  tu- 
mour under  the  falfe  ribs  on  the  right 
fide,  deep  feated,  and  not  affe&ing  the 

K colour 
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colour  of  the  integuments.  She  felt 
often  a violent  throbbing  in  it,  and  was 
feized  with  fhiverings  feveral  times  in 
the  courfe  of  the  day.  She  now  pafled 
under  the  care  of  another  practitioner, 
and  I only  know,  in  general,  that  the 
tumour  burft  externally,  and  that  the 
recovered.  If,  as  there  was  reafon  to 
fufpeCt,  this  was  an  abfcefs  of  the  liver, 
the  cafe  may  be  added  to  the  number 
of  fortunate  efcapes. 

In  fome  inftances,  where  conftant 
ftupor  and  low  delirium  prevailed, 
with  rednefs  of  the  tunica  albuginea, 
and  a dark- red  fulnefs  overfpread  the 
face,  I found  bleeding  with  leeches  in 
the  temples,  fucceeded  by  moderate 
dofes  of  bark,  combined  with  mulk, 
very  ufeful.  Towards  autumn,  1790, 
feveral  cafes  of  petechial  fever  occurred 
to  me,  and,  in  one  quarter  of  the  town, 
the  typhus  was  complicated  with  an 
inflammatory  affeCtion  of  the  perito- 
neum. 
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neum.  With  the  common  appearances 
of  typhus,  there  was  pain  and  diften- 
tion  of  the  abdomen  ; the  patient  was 
fometimes  obftinately  coftive,  and  again 
violently  purged.  Two  cafes  of  this 
kind  proved  fatal ; one  or  two  others 
recovered,  by  the  timely  application  of 
blifters  to  the  abdomen.  Children 
only  were  thus  affetfted. 

' < 

The  firft  inftance  that  occurred  to 
me,  was  that  of  John  Scholfield,  aged 
feven.  He  had  pains  in  his  head  and 
back,  but  complained  particularly  of 
his  belly,  which  was  diftended.  He 
was  alternately  coftive  and  loofej  his 
pulfe  was  weak ; his  tongue  covered 
with  a thick  brown  cruft.  His  coun- 
tenance was  ghaftly,  and  clay-coloured. 
He  appeared  to  be  fometimes  eafier ; 
but  a ftupor  came  on,  and  he  died  on 
the  eighth  day  of  the  difeafe. 

K 2 
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On  diffedtion,  the  whole  inteftinal 
canal  appeared  greatly  inflated  j in 
many  places  it  was  externally  inflamed, 
but  no  marks  of  difeafe  were  difcover- 
able  within  the  cavity  of  the  tube. 
A thick  inflammatory  exfudation  was 
fpread  over  the  whole  furface  of  the 
peritoneum,  which,  in  feveral  places, 
gave  an  appearance  of  adhefions  be- 
tween the  turns  of  the  inteftines. 

In  the  other  fatal  inftance  of  this 
difeafe,  the  patient  was  covered  with 
petechias,  from  the  firft  attack.  Per- 
haps local  inflammation  is  more  com- 
monly joined  with  typhus  than  we  are 
aware.  Sir  John  Pringle’s  diffedtions 
prove,  that  fuppuration  in  the  brain  is 
no  unufual  effedt  of  fuch  fevers ; and 
in  different  feafons,  the  determination 
feems  to  be  made  to  the  bowels  or 
lungs,  according  to  the  ftate  of  the 
prevailing  epidemic. 

In 
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In  the  courfe  of  the  laft  twelve 
months,  I have  met  with  feveral  in- 
ftances  of  putrid  fever,  in  young  girls, 
accompanied  with  broad  macul$,  on 
the  body  and  limbs,  and  a gangrenous 
ftate  of  the  labia  pudendi.  The  parts 
were  greatly  tumefied,  and  extremely 
painful.  It  was  a very  fatal  complaint. 

J.  C.  was  brought  to  me  as  a para- 
lytic patient.  The  motion  of  the  right 
fide  was  nearly  deftroyed  3 his  fpeech 
was  greatly  impeded,  and  his  eyes  were 
wild  and  diftorted.  On  infpedling  his 
tongue,  I perceived  a thick  feverifh 
cruft,  with  a brown  lift  along  the 
centre,  and  his  pulfe  was  hurried.  He 
had  been  ill  for  fome  time,  and  I was 
told  by  his  attendant,  that  he  was 
at  firft  attacked  with  ftrong  feverifti 
fymptoms.  Even  after  the  paralytic 
appearances,  he  continued  to  complain 
of  rigours,  and  of  pain  in  the  fmall 
of  his  back.  All  thefe  circumftances 
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gave  fufpicion  that  typhus  was  the 

original  difeafe,  though  the  paralyfis 

was  now  the  moft  alarming  appearance. 

He  died  the  next  dav. 

* 

On  examining  the  brain,  a livid 
depreflion  was  remarked  on  the  upper 
part  of  the  lateral  lobe  of  the  left 
hemifphere.  Under  this,  ‘ an  abfcefs 
was  found,  containing  a large  quantity 
of  pus,  and  extending  into  the  left 
ventricle.  The  weight  of  the  fluid 
made  that  part  of  the  hemifphere  pro- 
trude fo  much,  that  only  the  right  fide 
of  the  corpus  callofutn  was  vifible, 
when  the  hemifpheres  were  feparated 
in  the  ufual  way,  to  obtain  a view  of 
that  fubftance.  Another  abfcefs  was 
difcovered  in  the  fame  hemifphere, 
which  did  not  communicate  with  the 
former.  Suppuration  had  taken  place 
in  the  right  hemifphere,  and  the  ven- 
tricle of  the  fame  fide  was  full  of  pus. 
The  fpinal  marrow  was  flattened,  ap- 
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peared  not  more  than  half  its  natural 
fize,  and  was  furrounded  with  water. 

Fevers  of  this  fpecies  always  exift 
among  the  poor,  in  certain  quarters  of 
this  town;  and  their  ravages  are. only 
checked  by  the  privilege  which  pa- 
tients in  indigent  circumftances  enjoy, 
of  being  vifited  at  their  own  houfes  by 
the  phyficians  of  the  infirmary.  As 
the  fick  are  equally  apprehenfive  of  the 
attack,  and  inftrudted  in  the  means  of 
procuring  affiftance,  they  commonly 
apply  early  to  the  infirmary,  and  are 
often  feen  in  the  firft  days  of  their 
illnefs.  An  opportunity  is  thus  af- 
forded of  cutting  the  difeafe  fhort,  and 
of  ufing  precautions  for  fecuring  the 
reft  of  the  family  from  the  effe&s  of 
contagion.  But  the  abufes  which  per- 
petuate the  germ  of  the  diforder  cannot 
be  remedied  by  the  activity  of  any 
individual,  or  the  fuccours  of  any 
charitable  inftitutlon  now  exifting.  It 

K 4 will 
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will  not  be  ufelefs,  however,  to  point 
them  out ; if  they  cannot  be  entirely 
done  away,  they  may  be  leflened  j and 
though  a fpirit  of  benevolence  already 
prevails  among  the  inhabitants  of  Man- 
chefter,  it  may  add  ftrength  to  its 
exertions  to  fhew,  that  the  health  of 
the  rich  is  often  nearlv  connected  with 

j 

the  welfare  ef  the  needy. 

1.  The  mean  lodging-houfes,  in  the 
out-fkirts  of  the  town,  are  the  prin- 
cipal nurferies  of  febrile  contagion. 
Some  of  thefe  are  old  houfes,  compofed 
of  very  fmall  rooms,  into  each  of  which 
three,  four  or  more  people  are  crouded 
to  eat  and  fleep,  and  frequently  to 
work.  They  commonly  bear  marks 
of  a long  accumulation  of  filth,  and 
fome  of  them  have  been  fcarcely  free 
from  infection  for  many  years  paft. 
As  foon  as  one  poor  creature  dies,  or  is 
driven  out  of  his  cell,  he  is  replaced  by 
another,  generally  from  the  country, 

who 
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who  foon  feels  in  his  turn  the  confe- 
quences  of  breathing  infedted  air.  Du- 
ring all  this  time,  the  matter  of  the 
houfe  is  totally  regardlefs  of  the  mifery 
before  his  eyes,  while  he  and  his  family 
remain  untouched  3 and  it  requires 
fome  exertion  to  produce  any  attention 
to  cleannefs  or  ventilation.  The  lat- 
ter objedt,  indeed,  can  be  very  im- 
perfectly obtained  in  many  of  thefe 
houfes,  when  they  are  fituated  in  dark 
narrow  courts,  or  blind  alleys.  In 
mott  of  thefe  places  lodgers  are  re- 
ceived. The  confequence  is,  a per- 
petual fucceffion  of  fever-patients  in 
them.  In  other  parts  of  the  town, 
the  lodging-houfes  are  new,  and  not 
yet  thoroughly  dirty,  but  in  thefe 
the  upper  ttory  is  laid  into  one  room, 
diredtly  under  the  tiles,  pierced  through 
both  by  the  fun  and  wind.  In  this 
room  eight  or  ten  people  often  lodge, 
and  as  the  beds  almott  touch  one  ano- 
ther, the  contagion  of  fever,  once  in- 
troduced 


EPIDEMIC  FEVER 


138 

troduced,  can  hardly  be  prevented  from 
fpreading.  But  it  is  chiefly  in  old 
houfes,  confined  in  narrow  paffages, 
that  contagion  is  produced.  Of  the 
new  buildings,  I have  found  thofe  mod 
apt  to  nurfe  it,  which  are  added  in  a 
flight  manner  to  the  back  part  of  a 
row,  and  expofed  to  the  effluvia  of  the 
privies. 

% 

2.  The  cuflom  of  inhabiting  cellars, 
alfo  tends  to  promote  both  the  origin 
and  prefervation  of  febrile  infection. 
But  even  in  them,  the  adlion  of  filth 
and  confined  air  is  always  apparent 
when  fevers  arife.  I have  often  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  cellar  of  a fever-patient 
was  to  be  known  by  a fhattered  pane, 
patched  with  paper,  or  fluffed  with 
rags,  and  by  every  external  lign  of  com- 
plete dirtinefs. 

3.  After  all  that  has  been  done  for 
the  ventilation  of  cotton-mills,  I fear 

that 
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that  fevers  are  dill  produced  in  fome  of 
them.  I attended  feveral  patients,  lad 
fummer,  in  the  word:  date  of  typhus, 
who  had  all  worked  in  one  cotton-mill, 
and  all  of  whom  became  ill  about  the 
fame  time. 

4.  Other  permanent  caufes  of  the 
production  of  contagion,  are,  want  of 
proper  food  and  clothing,  deeping  on 
the  door  of  a damp  cellar,  with  few, 
or  no  bed-clothes,  and  the  condant 
action  of  depreding  paffions  on  the 
mind.  Thefe  caufes  alfo  increafe  the 
danger  of  the  difeafe  in  a very  great 
degree.  I have  feen  patients  in  agonies 
of  defpair  on  dnding  themfelves  over- 
whelmed with  filth,  and  abandoned, 
by  every  one  who  could  do  them  any 
fervice ; and  after  fuch  emotions  I have 
feldom  found  them  recover. 

Illud  in  his  rebus  miferandum  et  magnopere  unuin 
iErumnabile  erat,  quod,  ubi  fe  quifque  videbat 
Implicitum  morbo,  morti  damnatus  ut  diet, 

Deficiens  animo  msfto  cum  corde  jacebat 
Funera  refpettans,  animam  & mittebat  ibidem. 

Lucret.  lib.  VI. 

5.  The 
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5.  The  fame  inattention  in  buying 
infedted  clothes  prevails  among  the 
poor  in  Manchefter,  that  is  noticed  by 
authors,  as  extending  the  plague  in  the 
Turkifh  dominions.  When  a fever 

feizes  one  or  more  of  the  members  of  a 
labouring  family,  as  thofe  who  adt  as 
nurfes  are  debarred  by  that  duty  from 
working,  every  part  of  their  furniture 
that  can  be  difpofed  of,  is  gradually 
fold  for  fubfiftence.  At  length,  all 

but  the  fick  are  almofl  ftripped  even  of 
their  bed-clothes,  to  fupport  life,  and 
the  adtion  of  hunger,  dampnefs  and  de- 
fpondence  prepares  frefh  vidtims  to 
the  difeafe  among  the  reft  of  the  family. 
The  clothes  thus  difpofed  of,  tho- 
roughly penetrated  by  contagious  efflu- 
via, are  purchafed  by  healthy  perfons, 
without  fufpicion  ; and  thus  fevers 
may  often  arife  among  the  fervants  of 
the  rich,  as  well  as  by  their  incautious 
viflts  to  the  fick.  It  may  be  a prac- 
tice occafionally,  with  the  broker,  to 

heat 


f 


OF  1789  AND  1790.  141 

heat  fuch  articles  in  an  oven,  but  that 
is  done  with  no  delign  of  deftroying 
contagion. 

If  lodging-houfes  were  licenfed,  and 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  civil 
magiftrate,  many  of  the  caufes  of  fever 
might  be  prevented.  They  might  be 
vifited,  by  proper  officers,  frequently, 
and  regular  reports  of  the  names,  occu- 
pations, conduct,  &c.  of  the  lodgers, 
as  well  as  of  the  ftate  of  the  houfes 
with  regard  to  infedion,  might  be  laid 
before  the  magiftrates  of  the  diftrid. 
It  would  not  be  difficult  to  difcover, 
at  what  point  the  want  of  cleanlinefs 
becomes  dangerous^  and  as  far  as  fcour- 
ing  and  white-waffiing  can  remedy 
that  defed,  the  hazard  might  be  pre- 
vented. But  a confiderable  degree  of 
trouble  and  expence  would  attend  the 
efforts  of  the  infpedors  to  preferve  the 
beds  and  bed-clothes  in  tolerable  order. 
Wretches  are  fo  frequently  received 

into 
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into  fuch  places,  in  a ftate  of  extreme 
filthinefs,  that  the  moft  adive  benevo- 
lence muft  defpair  of  fupporting  com- 
fort in  them  by  any  exertions.  For, 
as  it  is  very  difficult  to  convince  the 
poor,  that  clofe  and  dirty  rooms  are 
noxious,  there  would  be  no  great 
probability  of  their  adopting  willingly 
regulations  enforced  by  authority. 
Where  ftubbornnefs  and  contempt 
would  not  avail,  evafions  would  be 
greedily  fought,  and  the  vigilance  of 
the  infpedors  baffled  by  every  art  of 
miftaken  cunning. 

To  put  them  under  fome  regula- 
tions, however,  is  certainly  delirable 
for  many  other  reafons.  But  a princi- 
pal advantage,  in  a medical  view,  where 

the  means  of  prevention  fflould  prove 

1 

inadequate,  would  be  the  power  of 
clearing  an  infeded  houfe  of  its  inha- 
bitants, on  the  reprefentation  of  the  in- 
fpedors,  and  of  keeping  it  empty,  till 

all 
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all  neceffary  methods  of  cleaning  and 
lweetening  it  fhould  be  employed. 
This  plan  would  require  the  aid  of 
fever-wards,  to  be  eftablifhed  in  differ- 
ent quarters  of  the  town,  to  receive 
patients  from  infedted  houfes,  or  from 
clofe  cellars,  or  pent-up  rooms,  where 
the  want  of  air  and  of  proper  attend- 
ance leaves  little  chance  of  efcape  to 

the  fufferer.  The  parifh-officers,  at 

« 

prefent,  find  clothes  and  blankets  for 
the  fick-poor,  but  beds  fhould  alfo  be 
provided,  on  occafion.  A plan  fimilar 
to  this  has  been  actually  pradtifed  at 
Bury,*  in  this  neighbourhood,  with 
fuccefs,  and  if  the  trouble  would  be 
greater  in  Manchefter,  the  danger  is 
proportionably  great.  Where  fo  much 
care  is  already  taken,  to  provide  relief 
and  medical  affiftance  for  the  fick-poor, 
the  fuperior  duty  of  preventing  their 

* See  Sir  William  Clarke’s  Addrefs  to  the  Inhabitants 
of  Manchefter,  Sec.  on  this  fubjedt,  printed  in  1790. 
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diftrefies  may  yet  be  hoped  to  come 
into  adtion.* 


DILATATION  OF  THE  HEART. 


Prasternatural  enlargements  of  the 
heart  and  great  blood  veifels  appear  to 
be  more  cdmmon  than  authors  would 

lead 

* I have  met  with  an  inltance  of  phthiriafis,  as  the  confe- 

I 

quence  of  a fever,  which  arofe  in  a dirty  lodging-houfe  in 
Salford.  It  was  fituated  in  a narrow  covered  paflage, 
ending  in  a back-court ; the  walls  appeared  to  have  been 
overfpread  with  filth  for  many  years,  and  the  rooms  were 
crouded  with  beds,  into  which  the  moll  loathfome  objects 
were  admitted  nightly  for  a few  halfpence.  Contagion 
had  been  introduced  by  fome  of  thofe  unhappy  creatures, 
and  the  miftrefs  of  the  houfe  and  her  fon  were  attacked  by 
a typhus.  She  foon  recovered,  but  he  lingered  in  a 
weak  Hate  for  a confiderable  time,  and  after  being  en- 
abled to  creep  abroad  again,  was  affedted  with  phthiriafis. 
He  applied  to  me,  a year  afterwards,  to  be  received  as 
an  in-patient.  The  complaint  was  ftill  going  on,  and  he 
was  lefs  emaciated  and  enfeebled,  than  might  have  been 

expedted. 
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lead  us  to  fuppofe.  In  the  courfe  of 
the  laft  two  years,  I have  feen  a con- 
flderable  number  5 but  at  prefent  I 
fhall  chiefly  mention  thofe  which  have 

terminated 

expe&ed.  Such  are  the  effe&s  of  the  prefent  method 
of  lodging  the  poor.  They  are  driven  to  hire  dif- 
eafe,  and  when  fevers  prevail  in  the  families  inhabit- 
ing thefe  cells,  to  undergo  the  horror  of  lying  in  the 
fame  room,  and  often  in  the  next  bed,  to  the  dying 
or  the  dead.  The  charity  of  the  eaftern  nations  provi- 
ded fpacious  accommodations  for  the  traveller  and  the 
vagrant,  in  their  Caravanferais.  But  the  eaftern  fupine- 
nefs  has  fuffered  the  nobleft  of  thofe  ftruttures  to  con- 
traft  the  inconveniences  incident  to  promifcuous  refort. 
Among  the  capricious  difpofitions  fo  frequently  made  of 
fuperfluous  wealth,  it  is  rather  furprifing,  that  no  benevo- 
lent Quixote  has  ever  thought  of  furnilhing  accommoda- 
tions of  a fimilar  nature  for  the  poor  of  this  country; 
efpecially  as  fancy  has  evidently  been  far  ftretched  to 
difcover  or  even  to  invent  objefts  of  pofthumous  charity. 
Perhaps  it  may  relieve  the  waverings  of  fome  mind,  to 
fuggeft  a whimfical  fcheme,  newer,  and  fomewhat  more 
refpettable  than  a hofpital  for  cats,  a retreat  for  perfons 
who  are  born  to  a particular  furname,  or  a Angle  night’s 
fhelter  for  ten  poor  men,  “ not  rogues  or  proftors.”* 
In  a building  on  fuch  a foundation,  conftrufted  with  a 

* For  an  account  of  the  laft  Inftitution,  fee  the  Antiquarian 
Repertory. 
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terminated  fatally.  I have  generally 
found  them  accompanied  with  drop- 
fical  fwellings  and  much  flatulence; 
frequently  with  a cough  and  fpitting, 
almofl  always  with  oedema  of  the  face. 
There  is  fometimes  violent  pain  acrofs 
the  bread:,  attended  with  frequent  de- 


view to  proper  ventilation,  but  excavated  by  flues,  and 
capable  of  being  occaflonally  heated  by  the  fleam  of  warm 
water,  a ftraw-mat  and  a blanket  would  be  luxury  to  a 
poor  man,  who  would  gladly  pay  an  equal  fum  for  ad- 
miflion,  to  that  required  by  a keeper  of  fever-beds.  A 
bath,  in  a proper  fltuation,  might  be  ready  for  the  prepa- 
ration of  impure  lodgers,  and  coarfe,  clean  drefles  of 
flannel  might  be  furnifhed  for  the  night  by  the  fund, 
either  gratuitoufly,  or  for  a-  trifling  fum.  Such  a place, 
properly  fuperintended,  might  prove  an  afylum  to  thofe 
who  wilh  to  avoid  guilt,  and  would  allure  the  good  con- 
duct of  every  perfon  admitted,  during  the  night.  Many 
of  the  wretches  who  now  difgrace  the  public  flreets  at 
midnight,  would  be  happy  in  finding  fuch  Ihelter.  Thefe 
are  diftrefles  from  which,  in  extenfive  towns,  neither 
talents  nor  virtue  will  always  fecure  the  unfortunate, 
and  their  relief  fliould  not  be  trufted  to  the  precarious 
aid  of  private  benevolence.  Savage  is  known  to  have 
flept  in  the  alhes  of  a glafs-houfe,  and  Jobnfon  to  have 
rambled  all  night  through  the  flreets  of  London,  from 
incapacity  to  procure  a comfortable  lodging. 

Hquium ; 
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liquiuni;  fometimes  the  pain  is  felt 
acrofs  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen, 
efpecially  when  a degree  of  inflamma- 
tion has  taken  place  in  the  heart.  The 
progrefs  of  the  diforder  is  very  unequal. 
Sometimes  the  palpitation  is  fo  violent, 
that  the  patient  feems  ready  to  expire, 
yet  in  the  coutfe  of  a few  hours,  it 
will  abate,  and  the  patient  will  be  able 
to  walk  out  of  doors,  infomuch  that 

the  difeafe  frequently  feems  to  be  in  a 

■ 

retrograde  ftate.  A patient  under  my 
care,  with  a confiderable  dilatation 
of  the  heart,  after  having  undergone 
violent  pains  acrofs  the  thorax,  fuc- 
ceeded  by  fainting,  is  now,  at  the  end 
of  a year  and  half  from  the  beginning, 
confiderably  eafier,  and  has  been  for 
fome  time  free  from  pain  and  deli- 
quium.  Laftly,  death  often  happens 
fuddenly,  in  fuch  cafes,  without  any 
rupture  of  the  heart. 

When  the  apex  of  the  heart  ftrikes 
very  low,  it  always  gives  the  imprefiion 

L 2 of 
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of  a much  greater  dilatation  than  actu- 
ally exifts.  The  ftroke  will  be  felt, 
for  example,  between  the  eighth  and 
ninth,  or  the  ninth  and  tenth  ribs, 
when  the  ventricles  are  very  little  en- 
larged beyond  their  ufual  fize.  The 
moft  certain  fign  of  dilatation,  is  the 
jarring  fenfation  given  to  the  hand,  by 
each  fyftole.  The  ftroke  feems  re- 
ftrained,  and  is  fucceeded  by  a kind  of 
thrilling,  which  cannot  be  clearly  de- 
feribed,  but  is  entirely  different  from 
the  fhake  of  a palpitation.  It  is  necef- 
£ary  to  be  very  cautious  in  deciding 
whether  an  enlargement  exifts,  for  I 
have  known  the  common  palpitation 
in  chlorofis  pronounced  a dilatation  of 
the  heart,  and  the  patient  nearly  de- 
ftroyed  by  the  confequent  mode  of. 
treatment.  The  pulfe  is  very  irregular; 
fometimes  feeble,  fmall  and  intermit- 
ting; fometimes  extremely  quick  and 
hard;  or  jarring,  like  the  fyftole  of  the 
heart  itfelf.  When  the  palpitation  is 
violent,  the  head  is  affe&ed  with  ftrong 

diftreifing 
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diftrefling  pulfations,  which  patients 
often  compare  to  the  ftrokes  of  a large 
hammer.  I have  fometimes  found  this 
palpitation  in  the  head  more  uneafy, 
and  more  complained  of,  than  that  of 
the  heart,  even  when  the  latter  was 
evidently  dilated.  Fainting  fits  often 
attend  this  ftage  of  the  diforder. 

Thefe  are  the  principal  fadts  refpedl- 
ing  this  difeafe,  which  I have  collected 
from  my  obfervations  and  difledtions. 
I fhall  now  illuftrate  them  by  cafes. 

William  Cavanagh,  aged  nine,  ad- 
mitted in  March,  1790,  had  com- 
plained for  a month  before,  of  violent 
palpitation  of  the  heart,  which  had 
then  become  conftant ; of  a trouble- 
fome  cough,  and  frequent  pain  in  the 
abdomen.  His  legs  were  anafarcous, 
and  his  face  was  bloated.  His  diforder 
began  with  a flight  fever,  which  ceafed 
about  the  fourth  day.  He  had  fuffered 

L 3 a feverifh 
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a feveriftt  attack,  once  a-year,  for  two 
or  three  years  part,  but  never  experi- 
enced the  palpitation  till  the  laft  accef- 
fion.  The  ftroke  of  the  heart,  when 
I faw  him,  could  be  diftin&ly  felt 
between  the  ninth  and  tenth  ribs. 
Every  pulfation  Ibook  him  ftrongly, 
and  he  was  fo  much  diftrefled,  as  to 
be  unable  to  lie  down,  or  to  reft  above 
a few  minutes,  in  any  other  pofture 
than  leaning  on  a table  breaft-high, 
upon  his  forehead  and  elbows.  His 
pulfe  was  variable ; fometimes  quick> 
and  rather  full ; fometimes  low  and 
hardly  perceptible.  He  never  com- 
plained of  any  pain  in  the  cheft.  Un- 
der thefe  complaints  he  ftruggled  up- 
wards of  three  weeks,  growing  worfe 
from  day  to  day,  and  at  laft  expired 
without  any  agony,  after  having  fpit 
blood  for  a few  hours.  The  pain  in 
the  abdomen  had  been  very  trouble- 
fome,  for  fome  days  before  his  death. 


On 
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On  opening  the  body,  the  abdominal 
vifcera  appeared  perfectly  found.  In 
the  thorax,  the  heart  was  not  much 
enlarged,  but  extremely  thickened  ; the 
pericardium  adhered  to  it  clofely  in  its 
whole  circumference,  and  indeed  was 
almoft  become  one  fubftance  with  it. 
Adhelions,  of  uncommon  thicknefs  and 
ftrength,  were  alfo  formed  to  the  lungs 
and  pleura,  in  every  direction.  One 
chord,  about  the  thicknefs  of  a man’s 
little  finger,  tied  down  the  apex  of  the 
heart  to  the  pleura,  on  the  left  procefs 
of  the  diaphragm.  The  lungs  were 
found. 

This  cafe  might  afford  many  reflec- 
tions. The  figns  of  extraordinary  di- 
latation of  the  heart  exifted  here,  with 
little  real  increafe  in  the  fize  of  that 
organ,  while  (excepting  the  cough*) 

* Senac  has  explained  the  concomitancy  of  this  fymp- 
tom  with  difeafes  of  the  heart  and  pericardium,  very 
iudicioufly.  Traite  de  Coeur,  tom  II.  p.  357. 

L 4 


no 


152  DILATATION  OF  THE  HEART. 

no  fymptoms  of  carditis  appeared,  un- 
lefs  the  pain  in  the  abdomen  ought  to 
be  reckoned  fuch.  The  only  circum- 
ftance  that  could  give  fufpicion  of  the 
latter,  was  the  quick  progrefs  of  the 
apparent  dilatation,  yet  in  fuch  an  af- 
fedfion,  there  was  no  ftrong  reafon  to 
fufpedt  inflammation,  at  the  diftance  of 
a month  from  its  commencement. 
May  we  not,  therefore,  keep  the  pro- 
bability of  chronic  inflammation  in 
view,  when  the  flgns  of  dilatation  are 
preceded  by  fever,  or  attended  with 
febrile  fymptoms  ; when  their  pro- 
grefs is  unufually  rapid,  without  any 
obvious  caufe ; when  the  pulfe  is  often 
quick  ; when  there  is  a troublefome 
cough  j and  when  there  is  much  pain 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen, 
without  any  affedtion  of  the  excretions  ? 
The  following  cafe  will  add  force  to 
the  obfervation  of  the  laft  fymptom. 

E.  D.  aged  feventeen,  had  pains  in  her 
feet,  which  fometimes  produced  flight 

fwelling 
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fwelling  and  rednefs  of  the  parts.  The 
pains  were  very  irregular  3 fometimes 
in  one,  fometimes  in  both  feet.  When 
they  ceafed  entirely,  fine  felt  great 
ficknefs,  dejedion  of  fpirits,  and  a 
tendency  to  faint.  She  wafted  daily  3 
the  pains  often  Shifted  to  her  knees, 
and  when  violent  there,  the  ftcin  was 
tinged  with  a dark-green  colour.  At 
length  (he  became  comatofe,  but  com- 
plained frequently  of  pain  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  abdomen.  She  died  at  the 
end  of  four  months  from  the  firft  at- 
tack. On  difledion,  the  contents  of 
the  abdomen  appeared  entirely  found  3 
but  the  pericardium  adhered  clofely  to 
the  heart,  in  the  whole  of  its  compafs, 
and  the  latter  appeared  thickened  from 
inflammation.  The  next  cafe  may 
perhaps  aflift  us  in  distinguishing,  du- 
ring life,  the  part  of  the  heart  affeded 
with  dilatation.* 

John 

* Mr.  Senac  has  adverted  to  this  circumftance,  but 
with  full  conviction  of  its  obfcurity : “ II  ell  certain  que 

“ les 
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John  Rowbottom,  already  menti- 
oned among  the  dropfical  patients  (hif- 
tory  X.)  fome  time  after  the  fecond 
removal  of  his  fwellings,  was  attacked 
by  a fevere  diarrhaea,  which  was  remo- 
ved by  opiates  and  aftringents.  He 
now  complained  that  the  palpitation 
was  more  troublefome,  and  that  he  felt 
it  lower.  No  great  difference,  how- 
ever, could  be  difcovered  by  the  hand ; 
but  the  pulfation  gave  the  impreffion 


“ les  dilatations  des  diverfes  cavites  (du  cceur)  peuvent 
“ etre  diftinguees.  En  general  les  battemens  du  cceur  ne 
“ font  pas  violents  quand  le  ventricule  droit,  ou  le  fac  de 
ce  ventricule,  font  extremement  dilates ; a peine  les 
“ dilatations  produifent  elles  des  palpitations  ; dans  beau- 
<s  coup  de  cas,  les  malades,  fentent  feulement  un  grand 

poids  dans  la  region  du  cceur.”- “ Les  dilatations 

“ du  ventricule  droit  & de  fon  oreillette  produifent  tou- 

“ jours  des  battemens  dans  les  veines  du  col ” 

L’abfence  de  ces  battemens,  lorfqu’une  dilatation  du 
cceur  eft  conftatee,  etablit  cette  dilatation  dans  le  ven- 
« tricule  gauche  ; mais  ce  ventricule  dilate  fe  manifefte 
fouvent  par  un  autre  figne ; ft  les  arteres  font  libres, 
“ leurs  battemens  font  extremement  violents.”  Traite  de 
Cceur;  tom.  II.  p.  327-8. 


of 
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of  its  being  felt  through  a bladder 
almoft  full  of  water.*  After  the  di- 
arrhaea  {topped,  his  fwellings  rofe  again, 
and  were  again  removed  from  his  legs 
by  the  ufe  of  digitalis.  The  abdomen 
did  not  decreafe  much  under  this  laft 
courfe,  and  after  lingering  in  a com- 
plaining ftate,  but  not  apparently  worfe, 
he  died  fuddenly  on  Saturday  morning 
November  fifth.  When  the  body  was 
opened, -f*  a great  quantity  of  fat  was 
obferved,  between  the  integuments  and 
the  mufcles  of  the  abdomen.  There 
was  much  water  within  the  perito- 


* Mr.  Senac  obferves,  that  the  flu&uation  of  water 
contained  in  the  pericardium,  may  be  diftinftly  felt, 
during  violent  palpitations,  between  the  third,  fourth, 
and  fifth  ribs.  Traite  de  Coeur,  p.  361. 

f This  difle&ion  furnifhes  an  exception  to  Mr.  Senac’s 
firfl  rule  for  diftinguifhing  dilatations  of  the  finus  venofus. 
Indeed  he  does  not  feem  to  have  attended  fufiiciently  to, 
the  circumftances  of  the  pericardium,  one  of  which, 
adhefion  or  effufton,  almoft  always  accompanies  dilata- 
tions, and  affe&s  the  ftroke  of  the  heart  in  a particular 
manner. 

neum, 
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neum,  and  feveral  large  hydatids  ap- 
peared in  the  lower  part  of  the  cavity. 
The  liver  was  extremely  enlarged,  and 
fcirrhous  : at  the  firft  view  of  the  vif- 
cera,  it  covered  the  ftomach  com- 
pletely. Several  irregular,  white  plates, 
of  a cartilaginous  nature,  fhewed  them- 
felves  on  the  furface  of  the  fpleen, 
which  was  otherwife  found.  The  pan- 
creas was  fomewhat  indurated.  The 

mefenteric  glands  were  very  much  en- 

♦ 

larged  and  hardened.  On  examining 
the  external  appearance  of  the  intef- 
tines,  marks  of  inflammation  were  very 
difcernible  ; when  part  of  the  canal 
was  opened,  the  villous  coat  was  found 
inflamed  to  a confiderable  degree.  This 
affedtion  feemed  to  run  through  the 
whole.  The  kidneys  were  in  a natural 
ftate. 

In  the  thorax,  a great  quantity  of 
water  was  found,  with  fome  hydatids. 
The  pericardium  was  quite  full  of  wa- 
ter. 
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ter.  The  right  auricle,  and  finus  ve- 
nofus  were  enlarged  to  fuch  a fize,  as 
almoft  to  equal  the  ordinary  bulk  of 
the  left  ventricle.  The  left  auricle, 
and  both  ventricles  were  nearly  in  the 
ufual  Slate.  The  lungs  were  found, 
but  fmall. 

When  the  pulfation,  in  fuch  cafes, 
feels  remote,*  and  extending  acrofs 

the  bread;,  as  well  as  downwards,  and 

* . - 

when  the  apex  of  the  heart  does  not 
Slrike  the  ribs  very  forcibly,  may  we 
not  conjecture,  from  this  narration,  one 
or  both  auricles  to  be  affedted,  and 
prognosticate  a lefs  fpeedy  termination 
of  the  difeafe  ? This  cafe  alfo  proves 
the  utility  of  employing  diuretics,  even 
where  permanent  laetions  of  the  vifcera 
exift.  Rowbottom  was  emptied  by  me- 
dicine three  times ; his  life  was  thus  pro- 
longed, and  its  duration  rendered  more 

* Diemerbroeck  has  adverted  to  this  circumftance. 

tolerable. 
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tolerable.  The  power  of  digitalis  over 
hydrothorax  was  not  fenfible,  however, 
during  the  laft  courfe  of  that  medicine. 

No  doubt,  the  quantity  of  water 
effufed  within  the  thorax,  and  the 
cavity  of  the  pericardium  itfelf,  mud: 
have  had  a fhare  in  the  peculiar  im- 
preffion  given  by  the  fyftole  in  this 
cafe ; but  from  the  long  intervals  of 
relief  afforded,  I cannot  fuppofe  the 
effufion  to  have  been  in  equal  quantity, 
at  every  period  of  my  attendance.  An 
attention  to  this  circumftance  is  of 
great  importance  in  practice,  becaufe 
much  relief  may  be  adminiftered  by  a 
proper  exhibition  of  diuretics,  when 
there  is  reafon  to  fufpedt  the  prefence 
of  water  in  the  pericardium.  It  is  on 
this  fuppolition  that  I account  for  the 
relief  experienced  by  Rowbottom,  and 
the  following  cafe  will  place  it  in  a 
ftronger  point  of  view. 

James 
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James  Hamilton,  aged  eleven,  came 
under  my  care  about  the  beginning  of 
December,  1791.  He  was  affeCted  with 
a conttant  palpitation  of  the  heart, 
which  had  begun  in  the  preceding 
May,  and  now  prevented  him  from 
lying  down,  or  from  retting  in  any 
other  pofition  than  that  of  leaning  on 
his  elbows.  The  ftroke  of  the  heart 
was  perceivable  almoft  under  the  falfe 
ribs,  and  extended  acrofs  the  thorax, 
but  was  moft  forcible  a little  below  the 
natural  place,  between  the  fifth  and  fixth 
ribs,  rather  obliquely,  however,  than  di- 
rectly. The  ttroke  was  foft,  but  vibra- 
ting, diftant,  and  fomewhat  undulating. 
His  legs  were  fwelled  flightly,  and  his 
urine  was  rather  lefs  than  natural.  He 
had  a very  troublefome  cough,  accompa- 
nied with  little  expectoration,  and  heav- 
ed ftrongly  in  refpiration.  His  face  was 
pale  and  emaciated.  The  pulfes  in  his 
different  wrifts  were  not  fynchironous, 
either  with  the  heart  or  with  each 

other. 
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other.  Prom  thefe  circumftances, 
there  was  reafon  to  fufpedt  water  in 
the  thorax,  and  particularly  in  the  pe- 
ricardium. I put  him  on  a courfe  of 
fpiritus  a2theris  vitriolici,  with  fmall 
dofes  of  laudanum.  In  a fhort  time  he 
began  to  difcharge  more  urine,  and  the 
palpitation  was  fenfibly  relieved.  He 
was  then  able  to  lie  down,  and  to  deep 
on  either  fide  without  didurbance.  The 
dwellings  of  his  legs  likewife  dif- 
appeared.  At  the  end  of  a few  weeks, 
he  was  tolerably  free  from  uneafinefs, 
and  his  cough  began  to  leave  him. 
The  ftroke  of  the  heart  was  now  more 
circumfcribed,  and  felt  firmer,  though 
dill  of  the  aneurifmal  kind,  and  he  was 
fenfible  that  it  was  higher  in  his  cheft. 
About  this  time,  a complaint  in  his 
domach  occafioned  the  omiflion  of  the 
diuretic,  for  a few  days.  During  this 
interval  the  palpitation  again  increafed, 
and  his  legs  dwelled.  After  clearing 
his  bowels,  however,  the  fymptoms 

were 
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were  again  relieved,  by  relaming  the 
diuretic  courfe.  In  the  courfe  of  my 
inquiries,  I found  that  before  he  came 
under  my  care,  he  had  been  attended 
by  another  phyflcian,  who,  among  other 
pedtoral  medicines,  had  ordered  him 
fquills.  An  increafe-  of  urine  was  the 
confequence,  and  temporary  relief  was 
obtained.  He  is  at  prefent  tolerably  eafy 
and  cheerful,  and  the  diforder  does  not 
feem  to  make  much  progrefs.  Digi- 
talis may  prove  very  ufeful  in  fimilar 
cafes,  by  leflening  the  impetus  of  circu- 
lation, as  well  as  by  promoting  the  flow 
of  urine,  and  thus  contributing  doubly 
to  relieve  the  patient’s  diftrefs.  We 
can  expedt  little  more  than  to  footh, 
and  perhaps  to  prolong  exiftence  in 
fuch  cafes. * 

Palpitations 

* Baglivi  fays,  with  his  cuftomary  good  fenfe,  “ in 
morbis  pe&oris,  Temper  ducendum  effe  ad  vias  urinae  : ” 
De  Afthmate.  — Probably,  the  great  efficacy  of  fquills, 
in  diforders  of  the  bread,  has  been  often  owing  to  the 

M unnoticed 
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Palpitations  are  often  fo  fevere,  as  to 
excite  fufpicions  of  enlargement  of  the 
heart  without  reafon.  It  appears,  both 
from  Cavanagh  and  Rowbottom’s  cafe, 
that  the  apex  of  the  heart  may  ftrike 
very  low,  although  the  ventricles  be 
not  dilated.  And  I have  found  the 
moft  terrible  palpitations  yield  to  anti- 
fpafmodics  or  tonics,  ufed  according  to 
the  patient’s  general  habit,  and  to  the 
attending  fymptoms. 

E.  H.  aged  eleven,  belonged  to  an 
unfortunate  family,  which  was  reduced 
to  pafs  the  winter  of  1789  in  a cold, 
damp  cellar,  without  beds,  and  very 
thinly  clothed.  They  llept  on  tattered 
pieces  of  carpet,  covered  with  a little 
ftraw.  A fever  foon  rofe  among  them, 
but  it  was  this  girl’s  lot  to  be  feized 
with  a violent  palpitation  of  the  heart. 

-unnoticed  a&ion  of  the  remedy  as  a diuretic.  It  is  re- 
markable that  Baglivi  orders  the  julepum  tabaci  in 
afthmatic  cafes. 

Every 
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Every  ftroke  of  the  pulfation  raifed  up 
her  clothes,  fo  as  to  be  vifible  at  fome 
distance,  but  the  apex  of  the  heart  was 
felt  nearly  in  the  ufual  place.  She 
took  tin&ure  of  caftor,  in  dofes  of 
thirty  drops,  three  or  four  times  a-day  3 
and  this,  with  attention  to  her  clothing 

and  diet,  fubdued  the  palpitation,  in 

* 

the  courle  of  a few  weeks. 

But  if  we  are  liable  to  deception 
from  the  violence  of  fuch  figns,  there 
are  other  cafes,  in  which  the  fymptoms 
of  dilatation  are  very  trifling,  ai}d  ex- 
tremely obfcure.  Some  fymptoms  ap- 
pear, but  they  are  mifunderftood  or 
neglected;  the  patient  appears  better, 
or  at  leaft  no  worfe;  and  hopes  of  re- 
covery are  given.  In  the  height  of 
this  fecurity,  the  fatal  ftroke  arrives : 
every  one  is  aftonifhed  ; and  an  event 
which  ought  to  have  been  forefeen  and 
foretold,  pafles  for  fudden  death.  In 
the  following  cafe,  the  fymptoms  of 

M 2 two 
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two  fatal  difeafes,  both  exhibiting 
themfelves  under  flight  appearances, 
were  combined.  It  will  ferve  as  an 
example  of  the  treacherous  calmnefs, 
with  which  diforders  both  of  the  heart 
and  liver  fometimes  proceed. 

Margaret  Ellis,  aged  twenty-three, 
was  firft  admitted  an  out-patient,  on 
account  of  amenorrhasa,  which  was 
then  her  principal  complaint.  She 
had  fometimes  fwellings  of  her  ancles 
towards  evening.  After  fome  time, 
fhe  complained  of  a cough,  and  uneafy 
palpitation  of  the  heart.  She  was  then 
made  an  in-patient,  about  the  middle 
of  April,  1791.  In  addition  to  her 
former  complaints,  fhe  had  now  pain 
in  the  region  of  the  liver,  difficulty  of 
breathing,  and  a quick  pulfe.  Her 
face  was  bloated,  and  had  a purple  caff. 
She  took  foluble  tartar  in  laxative  dofes, 
but  grew  worfe,  and  died  fuddenly 
one  evening,  juft  after  appearing  more 

cheerful 
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cheerful  and  eafier  than  ufual.  On 

opening  the  body,  the  liver  bore  marks 
of  chronic  inflammation  on  the  whole 
of  its  furface ; the  other  abdominal 
vifcera  were  found.  The  thorax  was 
full  of  water ; the  lungs  were  conflder- 
ably  difeafed.  The  heart  was  much  en- 
larged, and  quite  full  of  blood,  in  all 
its  cavities.* 

The  duration  of  complaints  of  this 
kind  is  very  various.  Even  when  di- 
latations of  the  heart  can  be  afcertained 
by  the  progreflive  defcent  of  the  apex, 
long  intervals  are  fometimes  indulged, 
during  which  the  patient  can  ufe  mo- 
derate exercife  with  tolerable  eafe.  In 
other  cafes,  the  diforder  begins,  and 
terminates  fatally,  in  the  courfe  of  two 
or  three  months.  The  length  of  the 
complaint  has  varied,  within  my  own 

\ s, 

* See  obfcrvations  by  Senac  on  t^s  fubjeft,  tom.  II. 

p.  415. 

M 3 obfervation, 
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obfervation,  from  a quarter  of  a year 
to  nine  years.  There  is  likewife  much 
difference  in  the  fufferings  of  the  pati- 
ents. Sometimes,  as  was  Cavanagh’s 
cafe,  it  is  dreadful  to  witnefs  them ; 
in  other  inftances,  like  that  of  Ellis, 
the  palpitation  is  only  occafionally 
troublefome,  and  is  eafily  borne  in  ge- 
neral. All  the  perfons  who  have  come 
under  my  care  in  this  diftemper,  have 
been  young.  Of  eight  cafes,  which  I 
have  feen  within  the  laft  two  years, 
none  of  the  patients  were  above  thirty 
years  of  age.  Some  were  under  ten. 
A man  about  twenty-five  years  old, 
who  confulted  me  feven  years  ago,  had 
a dilatation  of  the  heart,  brought  on 
by  hard  drinking,  which  killed  him 
in  the  courfe  of  twelve  months.  In 
other  cafes,  I have  found  the  difeafe 
occafioned  by  railing  great  weights,  or 
by  too  long  a continuance  of  much 
bodily  exertion.  Frequently  no  par- 
ticular caufe  can  be  affigned  for  its 

commence- 
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commencement.  It  fometimes  appears 
after  flight  feverifh  attacks.  I have 
met  with  two  inftances  of  this  kind. 
But  in  fuch  cafes,  either  a flight  degree 
of  inflammation  mud  be  fuppofed  to 
have  affe&ed  the  heart,  or  an  original 
weaknefs  of  the  organ  muft  have  given 
a predifpofition  to  the  complaint.  It 
is  well  known,  that  enlargements  of 
the  heart  are  frequently  obferved,  in 
patients  who  die  of  typhus.  In  irri- 
table habits,  and  young  fubjedts,  there- 
fore, an  irregularity  in  the  circulation, 
however  produced,  whether  by  fever, 
or,  as  in  Ellis,  by  the  fuppreflion  of  a 
conftitutional  difcharge,  may  create 
the  firfl:  tendency  to  this  complaint. 
In  chlorofis,  fuch  a tendency  is  always 
remarkable  ; and  the  fuccefsful  treat- 
ment of  that  diforder,  by  the  moft  in- 
vigorating tonics,  may  fuggefl:  a doubt, 
refpe&ing  the  propriety  of  treating 
all  incipient  dilatations  of  the  heart 
by  evacuation.  In  other  partial  con- 

M 4 geflions. 
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geftions,  and  in  palfies,  tonics,  and 
even  diredt  Aimulants  are  given  with 
advantage,  to  recover  the  tone  of 
the  dilated  or  ruptured  veflels.  And 
the  tendency  to  deliquium,  the  weak, 
flatulent  ftate  of  the  ftomach  and  bow- 
els, the  dropflcal  fymptoms,  owing  to 
a delay  in  the  return  of  the  blood,  and 
the  languid  feelings  of  the  patient,  in 
the  JirJi  ftcige  of  the  complaint,  feem 
to  point  out  a careful  exhibition  of 
tonics,  as  a probable  method  of  pre- 
vention.* Even  at  a very  advanced 
period,  one  of  my  patients  indulged 
himfelf  in  the  ufe  of  wine,  contrary 
to  my  dire&ions,  and  thought  himfelf 
relieved  by  it ; and  Rowbottom,  to- 
wards the  clofe  of  his  diforder,  took 
four  ounces  of  wine  daily,  with  evident 
benefit.  Great  attention  mud  un- 
doubtedly be  paid,  in  determining  on 

* I obferve  that  Mr.  Senac  recommends  the  ufe  of  cha- 
lybeate waters,  in  beginning  dilatations.  Traite  du 
Cceur.  tom.  II.  p.  330. 

fuch 
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fuch  a plan,  to  the  fex,  the  age,  the 
peculiar  habit  and  circumftances  of  the 
patient.  For  no  cafe  can  be  fuppofed, 
in  which  the  method  adopted  tends 
more  immediately  to  fupprefs,  or  en- 
courage the  difeafe.  When  the  dila- 
tation has  proceeded  to  a confiderable 
degree,  indeed,  direCt  ftimulants  are 
generally  improper,  but  when  great 
languor  and  debility  attend,  they  are 
fometimes  admiffible  as  palliatives. 
Indeed  I apprehend,  that  no  exclulive 
rule  of  practice  can  be  formed  in  this 
diforder,  which  will  not  be  found  often 
ufelefs,  and  fometimes  prejudicial. 

I flhall  only  add,  as  a farther  caution, 
that  I have  found  a pain  extending 
acrofs  the  bread:  very  troublefome,  in 
conjunction  with  flatulence  and  violent 
palpitations,  and  I have  feen  medical 
men  difpofed  to  treat  it  as  a fymptom 
of  inflammation  or  dilatation.  But  a 
clofe  attention  has  convinced  me,  that 

it 
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it  was  owing  to  a fpafmodic  affection 
of  the  cefophagus ; and  it  has  been  re- 
moved accordingly,  by  the  exhibition 
of  tonics  and  antifpafmodics.  I fufpedt 
that  this  fymptom  has  fometimes  been 
defcribed  as  a cafe  of  angina  pedtoris. 


\ 


MURIATED  BARYTES. 

The  high  character  with  which  this 
medicine  was  ufhered  into  pradtice,  in- 
duced me  to  order  it  in  feveral  fcro- 
phulous  cafes.  It  is  needlefs  to  give 
a particular  account  of  my  obfervations, 
for  I have  never  found  any  fenfible 
effedt  from  it,  even  in  dofes  of  twenty 
drops,  given  twice  or  thrice  a-day ; ex- 
cepting in  two  cafes.  There  could  be 
no  doubt  refpedting  the  preparation  of 
the  fpecimen  I ufed,  as  it  was  a fatu- 
rated  folution,  made  by  Mr.  Cooper 

and 
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and  Mr.  Watt ; and  I was  always  at- 
tentive to  its  being  given  in  diftilled 
water.  In  the  two  inftances  where  it 
appeared  to  do  fervice,  the  good  effect 
was  not  very  remarkable.  I cannot  help 
fufpecting,  that  the  only  benefit  to  be 
expected  from  it,  muft  arife  from  the 
action  of  the  acid,  either  not  completely 
faturated,  or  not  deftroyed  as  a tonic, 
by  the  mineral.  Several  patients,  whom 
I now  attend  for  fcrophulous  com- 
plaints, are  taking  the  acid  alone  with 
apparent  benefit,  who  had  ufed  the 
muriated  barytes,  without  experiencing 
the  fmallefl;  alteration  in  their  health. 


REMEDIES  OF  INSANITY. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  defcribe  com- 
plaints of  this  kind  ; and  expectation 
is  difappointed  in  the  event  fo  fre- 
quently, that  practitioners  are  eafily 

difcouraged 
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difcouragecl  from  attempting  improve- 
ments in  the  method  of  cure.  Books 
are  fo  defective,  on  this  fubjed,  that 
analogy  muft  be  the  principal  guide,  in 
counteracting  thefe  dreadful  affedions, 
as  they  refemble,  more  or  lefs  ftrongly, 
nervous  and  hypochondriacal  com- 
plaints. I have  ufed  the  different  me- 
thods recommended  by  the  few  good 
writers  on  infanity  whom  we  poffefs, 
and  have  joined  thofe  employed  by  phy- 
ficians  now  eminent  for  the  cure  of 
fuch  diftempers.  Some  of  my  obfer- 
vations  follow. 

i.  Tartar  emetic.  The  exhibition 
of  this  medicine,  in  naufeating  dofes,- 
is  a favourite  method  at  prefent,  in  ma- 
niacal cafes.  I have  ufed  it  in  fix 
cafes,  in  two  of  which  the  patients 
were  extremely  furious,  and  have  found 
it  of  little  efficacy,  excepting  in  one 
inftance.  It  was  that  of  a robuft  wo- 
man, about  twenty-five  years  of  age, 

who 
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who  had  been  infane  a few  years  before, 
and  had  now  relapfed  into  a ftate  of 
furious  mania.  Her  tongue  was  foul, 
and  her  pulfe  quick.  She  took  emetic 
tartar,  in  fufficient  dofes  to  fupport  a 
constant  flight  naufea,  and  had  a blifter 
applied,  about  the  fame  time,  to  the 
crown  of  her  head.  In  a day  or  two,  fhe 
appeared  rather  more  compofed,  and 
as  llie  found  farther  relief  from  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  medicine,  it  was  given 
for  a week  together.  At  the  end  of 
that  time,  fhe  was  fenfibly  calmer, 
though  there  was  yet  no  appearance  of. 
recovery.  I then  dropped  the  medi-  ' 
cine,  put  her  on  a courfe  of  whey,  and 
on  low  diet,  and  kept  her  bowels  freely 
open  with  magnefia.  This  method 
was  continued  for  fifteen  days.  She 
was  then  ordered,  in  addition,  an  opi- 
ate every  night,  at  bed-time,  and  was 
occafionally  purged  with  black  helle- 
bore. Signs  of  recovery  began  to  ap- 
pear, under  this  method;  fhe  became 

dull, 
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dull,  and  at  laft  tradlable  and  quiet. 
Her  reafon  returned  gradually,  and 
after  being  completely  rational  for 
more  than  a month,  fhe  was  difcharged 
cured,  at  the  end  of  four  months  from 
the  time  of  her  admiffion. 

2.  Camphor . This  remedy  has  been 
flrongly  recommended  in  cafes  of  infa- 
nity.  I wifh  I could  add  my  teftimony 
in  its  favour,  but  I have  found  it  to- 
tally ufelefs  in  thefe  diforders,  in  all 
kinds  of  dofes.  I have  given  it  with 
great  attention  in  eight  cafes  without 
any  advantage.  T.  R.  about  twenty- 
eight  years  of  age,  a ftrong  active  man, 
formerly  addicted  to  debauchery  of 
every  kind,  came  under  my  care,  about 
a year  ago.  He  was  in  a date  of  the 
higheft  fury,  dept  none,  and  raved 
without  intermiflion.  I gave  him  fif- 
teen grains  of  camphor,  with  two 
grains  of  opium,  and  finding  that  pro- 
duce no  effect,  added  eight  or  ten  grains 

of 
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of  mufk.  As  the  mania  did  not  leffen, 
I went  on,  till  he  took  two  drachms 
of  camphor,  a fcruple  of  mufk,  and 
eight  grains  of  opium,  a-day.  This 
quantity  did  not  produce  fleep,  nor 
make  the  fmallefl:  impreffion  on  the 
difeafe  ; I therefore  difcontinued  it, 
and  had  recourfe  to, 

. 1 

3.  Opium  alone . The  favourable  ac- 
count of  the  effects  of  opium  alone, 
given  in  large  quantities,  which  Ber- 
nard Heute  has  produced,  in  the 
appendix  to  Wepfer’s  Hiftoriae  Apo- 
ple&icorum,  induced  me  to  try  it  with 
this  patient.  Accordingly,  the  ano- 
dyne folution,  prepared  in  Dr.  Heute’s 
manner,  was  given  as  he  directs,  till 
we  reached  the  quantity  of  fixteen 
grains  of  folid  opium  in  the  day.  The 
patient  was  not  at  all  better,  however, 
and  I had  recourfe  to  other  means.  I 
have  tried  the  power  of  opium  alone, 
in  feveral  other  cafes,  though  not  to 


an 
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an  equal  extent,  but  with  no  fenfible 
benefit  to  the  patient. 

4.  Digitalis.  Since  this  remedy  be- 
came fafhionable,  it  has  been  fome- 
times  employed  with  fuccefs,  in  cafes 
of  melancholy.  The  fympathy  often 
obferved  between  the  kidneys  and  the 
brain,  has  induced  pra&itioners  to  ufe 
diuretics  for  the  removal  of  infanity, 
and  they  are  faid  often  to  do  fervice. 
When  a medicine,  like  digitalis,  unites 
ftrong  diuretic  to  narcotic  powers, 
confiderable  advantage  may  therefore 
be  expected  from  it.  J have,  accord- 
ingly, given  this  remedy  even  to  nau- 
feating  dofes,  but  with  no  advantage. 
It  never  fufpended  the  appearances  of 
infanity  for  a moment.  That  other 
diuretics  may  be  ufeful,  I have  no 
doubt,  for  I have  found  the  infufum 
diureticum  of  the  former  difpenfatory, 
(a  cold  infufion  of  fait  of  tartar,  and 
wormwood  afhes)  give  fome  relief. 

5.  Antiphlogijlic 
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5.  Antiphlogistic  regime n.  Many  of 
the  patients,  received  into  our  lunatic 
hofpital,  bring  on  their  diforder  by 
hard  drinking.  In  fuch  cafes,  low 
diet,  and  faiine  purgatives  generally 
reStore  health  in  a moderate  length  of 
time.  Under  fuch  circumstances,  any 
attempt  to  fupprefs  the  difeafe  fud- 
denly,  I apprehend,  would  be  un- 
fafe.  Perhaps  maniacal  paroxyfms  have 
fomething  like  a period,  and  ought  to 
be  considered  as  an  acute  State  of  the 
difeafe.  I have  ufed  antimonials  in 
them,  however,  without  fuccefs. 

6.  Bark  with  opium.  In  cafes  of 
deep  melancholy,  where  there  was  evi- 
dently a relaxed  State  of  the  Solids,  and 
in  maniacal  paroxyfms,  where  the  ap- 
pearances refembled  thofe  of  the  low 
deliri  um  in  fevers,  I have  employed 
the  bark,  combined  with  opium  and 
aromatics,  with  the  bell  effe&s.  I 

N Shall 
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fhall  give  one  cafe,  as  an  example  of  . 
this  method  of  treatment. 

A.  W.  aged  fixty,  admitted  Auguft 
30,  1791,  laboured  under  a total  ali- 
enation of  mind.  Her  afpedt  was  ex- 
tremely deje&ed  ; her  fkin  yellow ; 

{ he  often  groaned  and  wept,  and  was 
perpetually  muttering  to  herfelf.  Her 
pulfe  was  low  and  languid.  She  was 
ordered  two  drachms  of  the  eledluarum 
peruvianum,  and  two  grains  of  opium, 
morning  and  evening.  For  fome  days, 
little  alteration  was  perceivable,  but 
about  the  twelfth  of  September,  fhe 
was  well  enough  to  be  allowed  the 
liberty  of  the  gallery,  unbound.  As 
fhe  now  flept  well,  I did  not  think  it 
neceflary  to  increafe  the  quantity  of 
opium,  and  fhe  went  on  as  ufual.  At 
the  beginning  of  Odtober,  her  reafon 
had  returned  in  a very  great  degree. 
Her  legs  now  began  to  fwell,  but  were 
foon  reduced,  by  rubbing  them  with 

flour 
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flour  of  muftard.  She  recovered  gra- 
dually but  fteadily,  and  was  difmifled 
perfectly  well,  on  the  twenty-ninth  of 
Oftober. 

7.  Bathing.  The  repeated  ufe  of 
bathing,  either  warm  or  cold,  is 
ftrongly  recommended  by  the  befl: 
writers.  In  cafes  of  melancholy,  I 
■ commonly  ufe  the  latter,  in  mania  the 
former.  If  a maniac  be  continued  in 
the  warm  bath  for  a coniiderable  time, 
he  will  become  entirely  pafiive.  Im- 
merfion  for  half  an  hour,  exempting 
the  head,  of  courfe,  commonly  pro- 
duces this  effect.  T.  R.  the  com- 
mencement of  whofe  cafe  I have  given 
before,  continued  in  a furious  State, 
notwithstanding  the  different  methods 
tried  with  him.  I then  determined  to 
make  him  ufe  the  warm  bath,  for  half 
an  hour  at  a time,  every  other  morn- 
ing. I was  induced  to  try  this  prac- 
tice, by  the  praifes  beftowed  on  it,  in 

N 2 Pomme’s 
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Pomme’s  Trait e des  affefiions  Vapor eufes, 
where  he  declares  that  he  has  kept 
patients  with  hyfterical  mania,  in  the 
warm  bath,  from  ten,  to  twenty-four 
hours  together.  It  required  five  or 
fix  men  to  carry  our  patient  into  the 
bath,  but  its  relaxing  effedt  was  fo 
great,  that  one  perfon  returned  him  to 
his  bed,  with  as  much  eafe  as  if  he  had 
been  a child.  His  limbs  became  en- 
tirely pliant,  and  he  lay  in  a fort  of 
comatofe  flate,  for  fome  time  after 
being  put  to  bed  again.  Upon  re- 
covering from  this  degree  of  torpor, 
he  was  calm,  and  more  rational.  The 
crown  of  his  head  was  alfo  fhaved,  and 
a fpunge  filled  with  cold  water  was  laid 
on  it  for  a confiderable  time  every 
day,  changing  the  water  as  it  loft 
its  coolnefs.  The  bathing  was  con- 
tinued, till  the  tenth  of  November, 
when  his  fury  had  completely  fublided, 
and  he  fell  into  the  harmlefs,  ftupid 
ftate,  which  ufually  fucceeds  maniacal 

paroxyfms. 
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paroxyfms.  He  was  foon  allowed  to 
walk  in  the  gallery,  and  continued  to 
recover  his  reafon,  by  very  flow  de- 
grees, till  the  beginning  of  March, 
when  the  only  remains  of  his  infanity 
confided  in  a remarkable  degree  of 
fluggilhnefs.  He  had  been  ufing  to- 
nics, moderate  dofes  of  opium  and 
camphor,  and  occafionally,  black  helle- 
bore as  a purgative.  I now  ordered 
him  to  be  electrified  every  day,  which 
roufed  him  conflderably,  and  produced 
a rapid  change.  I kept  him  nearly  two 
months  in  the  houfe,  after  he  became 
apparently  well,  to  afcertain  the  per- 
manence of  his  recovery,  and  he  was 
difmifled,  cured,  on  the  fifth  of  May. 

8.  Drams.  Melancholy  and  mania 
are  fometimes  produced  by  the  fup- 
prefiion  of  habitual  eruptions,  or  dif- 
charges,  and  fometimes  cured  by  refio- 
ring,  or  imitating  them.  A few  years 
ago,  I was  conlulted  by  the  friends  of 

N 3 a young 
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a young  gentleman,  who  had  fallen 
into  a melancholy  ftate.  I found,  in 
the  courfe  of  my  inquiries,  that  he  had 
been  fubjeft,  in  fpring,  for  feveral 
years,  to  an  eruption  of  the  herpetic 
kind,  about  the  back  part  of  his  neck, 
extending  to  his  right  fhoulder;  and 
that  on  its  failing  to  appear,  he  had 
once  before  become  melancholy.  It  was 
deficient  at  the  time  of  my  feeing  him. 
I immediately  ordered  a feton  to  be 
pafied  at  the  nape  of  the  neck.  No 
change  was  obferved,  till  it  began  to 
difcharge.  But  when  fup.puration  took 
place,  at  the  end  of  three  or  four  days, 
a very  fcetid  matter  began  to  come 
away,  and  the  patient  was  evidently 
better.  His  mind  became  every  day 
more  and  more  confirmed,  and  with 
the  abidance  of  exercife,  fea-bathing, 
and  a tonic  regimen,  he  foon  recovered 
completely. 

L.  H.  aged  forty-eight,  admitted 
July  1 6,  1791?  was  in  a very  low,  de- 

fponding 
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fponding  ftate,  and  fancied  fhe  had  de- 
ftroyed  part  of  her  family.  I put  her 
on  a courfe  of  camphor  and  opium, 
interpofing  the  cold  bath,  and  occa- 
fional  purgatives  ; but  fhe  did  not  be- 
gin to  recover,  till  the  beginning  of 
September,  when  I ordered  a feton  to 
be  put  in  the  nape  of  her  neck.  As 
foon  as  it  began  to  fuppurate,  fhe  was 
fenlibly  better  ; fhe  afterwards  im- 
proved daily,  and  was  difcharged  per- 
fectly well,  in  October.  Bliflers  ge- 
nerally anfwer  very  well,  when  pati- 
ents are  not  fufficiently  traCtable,  to 
fubmit  to  drains  that  require  more 
management.  But  fometimes  it  is  not 
fufficient  to  excite  fimple  ulceration  on 
the  furface,  for  when  a peculiar  erup- 
tion has  been  fuppreffed,  it  may  become 
neceffary  to  renew  it  in  a fpecific  man- 
ner. I was  informed,  fome  years  ago, 
of  a cafe  of  epilepfy,  brought  on  by 
the  retroceffion  of  the  itch  (in  confe- 
quence  of  fome  external  applications) 
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which  refitted  all  the  ufual  remedies, 
and  became  more  and  more  violent. 
The  gentleman  who  told  me  the  cafe, 
propofed  to  inoculate  the  patient  for 
the  itch.  His  expedient  was  adopted, 
and  a plentiful  crop  of  the  eruption 
produced,  which  freed  the  patient  at 
once  from  his  fits.  The  cutaneous 
difeafe  was  afterwards  cured,  with  pro- 
per caution,  and  the  patient  rettored  to 
perfect  health. 

A peculiar  attention  of  the  fkin  fre- 
quently appears  to  ufh.er  in  maniacal 
paroxyfms,  and  fometimes  to  attend 
them  throughout.  The  date  of  circu- 
lation on  the  furface,  therefore,  has 
always  been  an  objedt  of  importance  to 
me,  and  though  I have  fometimes 
failed  in  altering  its  morbid  condition, 
yet  I think  it  an  indication  never  to 
be  negledkd.  When  critical  eruptions 
do  appear,  in  complaints  of  this  nature, 
they  give  immediate  relief. 


I have 
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I have  fometimes  been  able  to  pre- 
dict the  return  of  maniacal  fits,  by  ob- 
lerving  a peculiar  conftridtion  of  the 
fkin  of  the  forehead,  attended  with 
a flight  leaden  tinge  ; the  patient’s 
features  commonly  appear  fomewhat 
fharper  than  ufual,  at  the  fame  time. 

9.  Bleeding,  and  topical  evacuations. 
General  blood-letting  is  a valuable  re- 
medy in  young  plethoric  fubjedts,  when 
the  patient  is  not  totally  unmanage- 
able. But  in  the  frantic  ftate,  when 
almofl:  every  mufcle  is  in  violent  ac- 
tion, it  would  be  very  difficult  to  per- 
form it,  and  very  dangerous  to  trufl: 
the  wounded  veflel  to  any  bandage. 
Repeated  bleeding,  though  fo  ftrongly 
recommended  by  Sydenham,  would, 
I am  perfuaded  be  hazardous;  for  I 
have  often  had  occafion  to  remark,  that 
the  ftrength  of  a maniac  is  eafily,  and 
fometimes  fuddenly  reduced,  by  evacu- 
ating remedies.  I have  known  a Angle 

vomit. 
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vomit,  by  emetic  tartar,  bring  on  a 
dangerous  degree  of  debility,  in  confe- 
quence  of  a brifk,  but  not  uncommon 
evacuation.  The  a&ion  of  cupping, 
leeches,  and  blifters  is  attended  with 
no  danger,  and  may  almoft  always  be 
made  to  anfwer  the  purpofes  of  gene- 
ral blood-letting.  And  in  all  cafes,  it 
is  a neceffary  caution,  that  while  ma- 
niacs bear  large  dofes  of  opium  and 
other  fedatives  with  impunity,  we  mufl 
not  reckon  on  their  fupporting  reme- 
dies, which  diredtly  weaken  the  moving 
powers,  in  an  equal  proportion. 


LINIMENT  FOR  THE  LUMBAGO. 

Since  the  publication  of  Dr.  Home’s 
prefcription  of  a camphorated  liniment, 
in  this  diforder,  I have  ufed  his  for- 
mula, or  one  nearly  refembling  it,  in 
feveral  cafes,  with  fuccefs. 


Mr. 
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Mr.  C , in  confequence  of  ex- 

pofure  to  cold,  complained  of  fevere 
pain  in  the  region  of  the  loins,  which 
obliged  him  to  fit  almofl:  doable.  It 
had  continued  about  a week,  when  I 
faw  him.  I ordered  the  camphorated 
liniment  to  be  applied  : his  pain  was 
relieved  next  day,  and  at  the  end  of 
three  days  was  entirely  removed. 

Mr. , after  a fall  from  horfe- 

back,  was  feized  with  acute  pain  at  the 
upper  part  of  the  os  facrum,  which  af- 
fected his  walking,  and  diftreffed  him 
greatly  on  fitting  down  or  rifing  up.  Af- 
ter Suffering  it  near  a fortnight,  and 
finding  it  rather  increafe  than  leffen,  he 
applied  to  me.  I directed  the  applica- 
tion of  the  liniment,  which  relieved 
him  considerably  in  the  courfe  of  a few 
hours.  In  lefs  than  forty-eight  hours, 
he  was  completely  free  from  pain,  and 
Suffered  no  relapfe. 


William 
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William  Shipton,  aged  thirty-four, 
was  admitted  November  23,  1791, 

with  fciatica  and  Lumbago,  to  a very 
confiderable  degree.  He  had  been  ill 
for  feveral  weeks.  I ordered  the  cam- 
phorated liniment  to  be  applied  to  his 
back,  and  an  iffue  to  be  opened  by  an 
efcharotic,  on  the  outfide  of  the  thigh, 
near  the  great  trochanter.  His  back 
was  much  eafier,  in  two  days,  and  the 
plafter  was  renewed.  In  lefs  than  a 
fortnight,  the  lumbago  was  entirely 
removed,  by  repeated  applications  of 
the  plafter,  and  he  wap  difcharged  free 
from  complaint,  on  the  nineteenth  of 
December. 

■ / r i _ 

I have  employed  this  remedy  in 
feveral  other  cafes  of  lumbago,  both  in 
private  and  hofpital  pradHce,  with  fuc- 
cefs.  The  form  which  I have  gene- 
rally ufed  in  the  latter  is,  two  drachms 
of  camphor,  an  ounce  of  bafilicon,  and 
half  an  ounce  of  black  foap.  It  com- 
monly 
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monly  removes  the  pain  within  three 
days,  often  in  a much  fhorter  time. 

The  powers  of  camphor,  externally 
applied,  efpecially  when  diffolved  in  a 
fpirituous  menftruum,  appear  to  be 
very  great.  In  a painful  affection  of 
the  joints,  of  feven  years  (landing, 
accompanied  with  exoi'lofes  of  the  in- 
ternal condyle  of  each  os  femoris,  and 
extreme  fliffnefs  of  the  articulations, 
I have  found  a folution  of  camphor  in 
vitriolic  aether  fufpend  the  patient’s 
fufferings,  after  all  other  applications 
had  failed.  And  in  the  cafe  of  a 
gentleman,  threatened  with  a white 
fwelling,  the  pain,  which  was  very 
acute,  was  always  taken  off*  for  three 
hours,  after  the  ufe  of  the  fame  com- 
pofition. 


EFFECTS 
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EFFECTS  OF  DIGITALIS 
IN  ACTIVE  HAEMORRHAGE. 


The  remarkable  operation  of  digi- 
talis, in  retarding  the  pulfe,  has  natu- 
rally fuggefted  its  ufe  in  cafes  of  a&ive 
haemorrhage.  It  appears  to  be  parti- 
cularly indicated,  where  a tendency  to 
relapfe  is  preferved,  after  the  ufual 
methods  of  checking  ’ the  evacuation 
have  been  carried  as  far  as  prudence, 
and  the  ftrength  of  the  patient  will 
juftify.  I have  only  tried  it  in  the 
following  cafes. 

1.  John  Fitton,  aged  forty-fix,  about 
fix  weeks  before  his  admiffion,  had 
overftrained  himfelf  in  dragging  a fifh- 
pond.  The  confequence  was,  a fpit- 

ting 
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ting  of  blood,  which  did  not  proceed 
to  excefs  at  any  one  time,  but  returned 
once  in  four  or  five  days,  upon  very 
flight  exertions.  His  pulfe  was  hur- 
ried, irregular,  and  fomewhat  fliarp  ; 
about  ninety-five.  He  was  inclined  to 
coftivenefs.  I ordered  him  nitre  with 
conferve  of  rofes,  and  occafional  laxa- 
tives; enjoining  him  reft,  a low  diet, 
and  the  ufe  of  cold  liquids.  The 
hemorrhage  returned,  however,  two  or 
three  times  in  the  courfe  of  a fortnight. 
I then  brought  him  into  the  houfe, 
and  gave  him  the  infufum  digitalis,  in 
increafing  dofes.  He  began  with  one 
table  fpoonful  in  the  day,  and  went  as 
far  as  fix  without  inconvenience.  In 
three  or  four  days,  his  pulfe  was  fen- 
fibly  flower,  and  more  regular,  but  his 
cough  was  troublefome,  for  which  he 
was  ordered  a Jintftus.  He  remained  a 
fortnight  in  the  houfe,  without  any 
return  of  the  haemorrhage,  and  was 
difmifled,  apparently  in  perfedt  health, 

near 


/ 


192 


EFFECTS  OF  DIGITALIS 


near  two  months  ago.  I have  not 
heard  that  the  haemorrhage  has  re- 
curred. 

2.  John  Walfh,  aged  twenty-two, 
was  admitted,  November  28,  1791. 
Pie  had  been  fubjedt  to  frequent  re- 
turns of  fpitting  of  blood  during  four 
months,  whenever  he  ufed  pxertion. 
He  had  alfo  a tickling  cough.  His 
pulfe  was  quick,  but  rather  irregular. 

He  took  the  infufum  digitalis,  in  the 

✓ 

fame  manner  with  the  preceding  pa- 
tient, but  never  exceeded  four  table 
fpoonfuls  a-day.  By 'the  ufe  of  this 
remedy,  the  tendency  to  renew  the 
diforder  ceafed,  and  he  was  entirely 
free  from  haemorrhage,  in  the  end  of 
December. 

3.  Higgins,  aged  twenty-eight, 

admitted  December  twelfth,  had  been 
feized  with  a fpitting  of  blood  more 
than  a year  before.  He  had  loft  a leg. 

The 
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The  haemorrhage  returned  frequently, 
but  never  in  a violent  degree.  He 
was  feldom  free  from  it  above  two 
days  together.  The  infufum  digitalis 
was  ordered,  in  increafing  dofes.  His 
pulfe  was  opprelfed,  but  not  ftrong ; 
upwards  of  ninety  in  a minute,  and 
irregular.  On  the  twenty-fixth  of 
December,  he  had  taken  three  table 
fpoonfuls  of  his  infufion  a-day,  with- 
out inconvenience,  and  had  been  free 
from  hasmoptoe  for  a week.  His  pulfe 
was  more  free  and  regular,  and  about 
eighty^  The  dofe  was  ordered  to  be 
increafed,  and  he  continued  to  ule  the 
medicine  till  the  middle  of  January, 
when  he  was  difcharged,  cured. 

1 

4.  James  Sharpies,  aged  twenty- 
three,  admitted  December  nineteenth, 
was  attacked  by  a fpitting  of  blood 
three  days  before.  He  complained  of 
tightnefs  in  his  bread:,  heat,  and  of  a 
tickling  previous  to  the  difcharge  of 

O blood. 
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blood.  His  pulfe  was  quick,  and  rather 
full.  I ordered  him  to  lofe  twelve 
ounces  of  blood,  and  afterwards  to 
take  the  infufum  digitalis,  with  the 
ufual  precautions.  On  the  twenty- 
fourth,  the  fpitting  returned  in  a flight 
degree,  occafioned  by  his  being  very 
coflive,  but  ceafed  on  procuring  him  a 
flool,  by  means  of  oleum  ricini.  He 
was  then  taking  a fpoonful  of  the  in- 
fuflon  four  times  a-day.  On  the 
twenty-fifth,  he  was  free  from  hae- 
moptoe ; but  his  Ikin  was  hot  and 
moift,  his.  pulfe  confiderably  above  an 
hundred,  and  his  breathing  quick. 
I therefore  directed  the  dofe  to  be  in- 
creafed,  and  enjoined  a ftridt  obfervance 
of  the  antiphlogiftic  regimen.  On  the 
twenty-fixth,  his  pulfe  was  between 
eighty  and  ninety ; on  the  twenty- 
eighth,  it  was  about  eighty-fix,  and  he 
had  experienced  no  return  of  haemorr- 
hage. He  was  again  coflive,  and  gri- 
ped. Three  ftools  were  procured  by  a 

dofe 
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dofe  of  oleum  ricini.  On  the  thirtieth, 
he  complained  of  ficknefs;  he  was  then 
taking  fix  fpoonfuls  of  the  infufion 
a-day.  He  had  been  free  from  the 
haemorrhage  for  a week.  His  pulfd 
was  under  eighty,  and  much  calmer. 
I therefore  defired  him  to  lefien  the 
dofe  of  the  infufion.  On  the  thirty- 
firft,  the  ficknefs  had  ceafed;  there 
was  no  haemorrhage;  his  pulfe  was 
about  feventy,  and  inclined  to  intermit. 
His  cough  was  ftill  troublefome.  The 
dofe  of  the  infufion  was  then  reduced 
to  two  fpoonfuls  a-day.  His  cough, 
continued,  but  was  lefs  troublefome, 
on  the  fifteenth  of  January. 

All  thefe  cafes  of  haemoptoe  occurred 
to  me,  after  the  fetting  in  of  the  hard 
froft,  in  December,  1791. 
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HYDROPHOBIA. 

I have  only  met  with  one  cafe  of  this 
difeafe.  An  account  of  it  was  pub- 
lifhed  in  the  firfb  volume  of  the  Medi- 
cal Fadtsand  Obfervations,  containing 
little  more  than  a fimple  narration  of 
the  fadts.  I have  thought,  that  the 
importance  of  the  fubjedt  required  its 
infertion  here,  with  fome  additional 
remarks. 

John  Johnfon,  a labouring  man, 
while  he  was  at  work  in  a by-ftreet, 
fome  time  in  July  or  Auguft,  1790, 
was  flightly  wounded  in  the  left  cheek, 
by  a ftrange  dog,  which  fnatched  at 
his  face  in  paffing.  He  fufFered  the 

animal 
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animal  to  pafs  unregarded,  and  thought 
no  more  of  the  accident.  The  bite 
healed  very  quickly.  In  the  fucceed- 
ing  October  or  November,  he  was 
attacked  by  flitches  in  the  breafl  and 
fides,  and  a fevere  cough,  which  were 
all  removed  by  the  ufual  remedies.  I 
could  obtain  no  accurate  information 
refpeCting  thefe  dates.  In  the  end  of 
November,  1790,  his  pneumonic  com- 
plaints returned ; he  was  then  twice 
bled,  and  had  two  bliflers  applied, 
with  confiderable  relief.  On  Monday 
evening,  November  twenty-ninth,  he 
was  perfuaded  to  drink  fome  warm  gin 
and  water,  before  going  to  bed.  His 
wife  obferved  that  he  took  it  with 
reluctance  and  apparent  difficulty,  and 
on  inquiry,  found  that  his  attempts  to 
fwallow  it  gave  him  great  uneafinefs. 
This  fymptom  increafed  very  faft,  and 
foon  became  the  principal  complaint ; 
but  during  all  this  time,  the  circum- 
flance  of  the  bite  was  not  recollected 

O 3 either 
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either  by  the  patient  or  his  wife;  nor 
did  any  fufpicion  of  the  true  nature  of 
the  complaint  occur  to  them.  On 
Thurfday  evening  (the  fourth  day)  a 
neighbour  mentioned  the  poor  man's 
fituation  to  a medical  gentleman,  and 
particularly  dwelt  on  his  averfion  to 
liquids.  This  produced  an  inquiry 
whether  he  had  been  bitten  by  a dog 
of  fufpicious  appearance.  It  was  fome 
time  before  Jobnfon  could  remember 
that  he  had  received  a flight  bite,  but 
the  recolle&ion  alarmed  him ; and  a 
recommendation  to  the  infirmary  was 
procured,  in  confequence  of  which,  I 
faw  him  on  Friday  morning  (fifth  day). 

I found  him  feeble,  affedted  with 
tremors,  and  extremely  irritable.  His 
eyes  were  wild,  yet  fearful,  and  he 
turned  with  great  quicknefs,  towards 
the  flighted:  noife.  His  difcourfe  was 
faultering  and  fomewhat  incoherent, 
and  his  manner  timid  and  fufpicious. 

He 
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He  was  unwilling  to  owji  his  averfion 
to  water,  and  was  defirous  to  be  told, 
that  the  dog  was  probably  not  mad. 
His  pulfe  was  weak  and  irregular ; his 
tongue  white ; his  evacuations  were 
natural. 

When  I defired  him  to  drink  a little 
water,  he  fhewed  ftrong  marks  of  dif- 
guft,  but  with  fome  encouragement, 
was  prevailed  on  to  make  an  effort. 
As  foon  as  he  took  hold  of  the  cup, 
I perceived  fome  fpafmodic  contractions 
of  the  mufcles  of  deglutition ; when 
he  raifed  it  towards  his  mouth,  the 
mufcles  on  the  cheeks  were  ftrongly 
contracted,  and  a fort  of  convulfive 
gulping  came  on.  He  threw  fome  of 
the  water  into  his  mouth,  -in  a great 
hurry,  but  it  was  returned  at  firft;  a 
fmall  quantity  at  laft  got  down,  with 
a violent  ftruggle  on  the  part  of  the 
patient,  who  extended  his  arms,  and 
clenched  his  hands,  while  it  was  pafs- 

O 4 ing. 
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ing.  Deglutition  was  attended  alfo 
with  considerable,  irregular  noife  in 
the  cefophagus.  The  admiffion  of  cold 
air  into  the  room  gave  him  Similar 
uneafinefs.  When  the  outer  door  was 
opened,  he  immediately  put  up  his 
hand  to  the  anterior  part  of  the  throat. 
When  afked  where  the  impreffion  was 
felt,  he  pointed  to  his  throat,  immedi- 
ately under  the  thyroid  cartilage.  He 
always  Swallowed  folids  with  great 
eafe. 

The  fear  on  his  cheek,  which  was 
between  the  ear  and  the  angle  of  the 
jaw,  but  rather  more  advanced,  was 
hardly  difcernible.  He  felt  no  kind 
of  uneafinefs  in  it,  and  there  was  np 
difcoloration.  His  wife  remembered 
to  have  feen  it  bloody.  He  was  about 
thirty-nine  years  of  age,  and  had  been 
very  Sober  and  induftrious.  I Sent  him 
to  the  infirmary  immediately,  and  or- 
dered him  to  take  a bolus,  containing 

a Scruple 
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a fcruple  of  bark,  fix  grains  of  mufk, 
and  half  a grain  of  opium.  He  was 
immerfed  in  the  cold  bath,  and  was 
urged  to  fwallow,  as  often  as  poffible, 
a draught  of  vinegar  and  water.  I was 
informed  that  the  found  of  water  dif- 
treffed  him,  and  being  defirous  of  af- 
certaining  the  fa 61,  I directed  a large 
jar  to  be  emptied  in  the  adjoining  paf- 
fage.  He  was  evidently  alarmed,  and 
begged  to  be  fent  home,  but  would 
not  acknowledge  that  he  was  afraid  of 
water. 

At  five  o’clock  in  the  afternoon, 
we  met  in  confultation,  when  the  hor- 
ror of  water,  and  difficulty  of  fwallow- 
ing  liquids,  were  afcertained  in  pre- 
fence of  all  the  phyficians  to  the  houfe. 
It  was  now  late  in  the  fifth  day  of  the 
difeafe,  and  the  patient  was  evidently 
much  enfeebled.  We  had  therefore 
nothing  to  expert  from  medicine,  but 
it  feemed  right  to  attempt  whatever  the 
fituation  of  our  patient  could  juftify. 

Wc 
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We  agreed  to  fcarify  the  cicatrix  on 
the  cheek  deeply,  and  to  apply  a blif- 
ter  over  the  incifions ; a bolus,  con- 
taining a fcruple  of  bark,  fifteen  grains 
of  mufk,  and  two  grains  of  opium,  was 
direded  to  be  given  every  four  hours ; 
two  drachms  of  ftrong  mercurial  oint- 
ment were  rubbed  in  upon  the  throat, 
arms  and  groins ; a mixture  of  eight 
ounces  of  diflilled  vinegar,  and  twelve 
ounces  of  decodion  of  bark,  was  or- 
dered, of  which  three  or  four  table 
fpoonfuls  were  to  be  given  as  frequently 
as  poflible ; and  a poultice,  confifting 
of  three  drachms  of  galbanum,  two 
fcruples  of  opium,  and  one  drachm  of 
camphor,  was  applied,  after  the  mer- 
curial fridion,  to  the  throat. 

About  nine  o’clock,  the  fame  even- 
ing, I faw  him  again.  He  had  fwal- 
lowed  his  medicines  without  much 
reludance,  but  was  incoherent,  and 
complained  greatly  of  cold. 


During 
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During  the  night,  his  delirium  in- 
crealed ; he  was  rettlefs,  impatient  and 
intradable.  He  had  never  (hewed  any 
difpofition  to  injure  the  people  about 
him,  but  he  now  threw  himfelf  out  of 
bed,  and  refitted  the  keeper  who  at- 
tempted to  replace  him,  fo  that  it  was 
necefiary  to  apply  the  (trait  waiftcoat. 
However,  he  took  four  bolufes,  and 
fwallowed  more  than  a pint  of  his  mix- 
ture. He  had  one  (tool  before  morn- 
ing. 

At  nine  o’clock  on  Saturday  morn- 
ing, the  fixth  day,  we  met  again  in 
confultation.  We  found  that  his  dif- 
ficulty in  fwallowing  liquids  was  lefs ; 
he  had  taken  fome  very  thin  porridge, 
the  ufual  breakfaft  of  the  houfe ; and 
he  drank  feveral  mouthfuls  of  his  mix- 
ture in  our  prefence,  without  any  (trik- 
ing  appearance  of  difguit.  But  his 
eyes  were  heavy  and  inclined  to  fix; 
his  pulfe  was  much  funk ; and  there 


was 
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was  a conftant  tendency  to  low  deli- 
rium. We  therefore  concluded  that 
the  termination  of  the  difeafe  was  near; 
but  agreed  that  the  method  we  had 
adopted  fhould  be  purfued,  while  he 
was  capable  of  fwallowing.  Before 
I left  him,  he  retched  feveral  times, 
and  brought  up  fome  wind  : half  a 
grain  of  emetic  tartar  was  directed  to 
be  added  to  his  next  bolus,  but  he  did 
not  live  to  take  it.  At  a quarter  pall 
ten  he  fwallowed  fome  of  his  mixture, 
and  immediately  after  threw  up  part 
of  it  again.  He  then  fell  into  con- 
vullions,  and  died  in  the  courfe  of  a 
few  minutes. 

I was  very  defirous  to  have  the  body 
examined  as  early  as  poflible,  that  the 
appearances  attending  this  dreadful 
diforder  might  be  fairly  afcertained ; 
the  inflammation  of  the  ftomach,  de- 
fcribed  in  former  dilfedions,  having 
been  often  attributed  to  the  a&ion  of 

the 
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the  gaftric  juice.  Accordingly,  the 
body  was  opened  by  Mr.  Simmons,  at 
a quarter  before  three  o’clock,  on  Sa- 
turday afternoon,  in  prefence  of  mod 
of  the  phyficians  and  furgeons  to  the 
hofpital. 

In  the  brain,  the  only  preternatural 
appearance  was,  a diftention  of  the  pia 
mater,  on  the  furface  of  both  hemi- 
fpheres,  with  a limpid  fluid.  The 
quantity  of  fluid  in  the  lateral  ventri- 
cles, at  the  bafis  of  the  brain,  and  round 
the  fpinal  marrow,  appeared  to  be  fome- 
what  unufual. 

In  the  thorax,  the  lungs  were  un- 
commonly found,  excepting  one  flight 
adheflon  at  the  poflerior  part  of  the 
left  lobe.  The  trachea  was  perfectly 
found.  The  pericardium  adhered  pret- 
ty firmly  to  the  heart,  in  its  whole 
compafs. 


In 
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In  the  abdomen,  the  ftomach  and 
inteftines  feemed,  externally,  found;’ 
but  on  opening  the  lower  part  of  the 
cefophagus,  a morbid  appearance  pre- 
fented  itfelf.  About  two  inches  above 
the  cardia,  the  epidermis  of  the  cefo- 
phagus was  abraded  in  irregular  points, 
and  expofed  an  inflamed  furface  of  a 
dark  red  colour  ; ftill  lower,  the  abra- 
fions  became  linear,  and  extended  into 
the  ftomach  itfelf.  The  edges  of  the 
epidermis,  furrounding  the  abrafions, 
were  unequal  and  elevated.  A fimilar 
affedtion  was  traced  along  the  lefler 
curvature  of  the  ftomach,  but  growing 
fainter  in  its  progrefs,  to  the  pylorus, 
where  it  was  leaft  difcernible,  and 
about  which  it  feemed  to  terminate. 
The  whole  of  the  inflamed  parts  bore 
a ftriated  appearance,  refembling  the 
effedt  of  corroflon,  darkeft  in  the  cefo- 
phagus, and  lighter  and  more  indiftindt 
towards  the  pylorus.  The  ftomach 
was  half  full  of  a dark-coloured  fluid, 

which 
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which  frnelt  ftrongly  of  mufk.  The 
other  vifcera  were  in  a natural  date. 

The  length  of  time  which  interve- 
ned, in  this  cafe,  between  the  bite  and 
the  appearance  of  the  diforder,  was 
nearly  the  fpace  ufually  obferved.  As 
almoft  every  circumftance  of  fo  dread- 
ful, and  fo  intractable  a difeafe  is  re- 
garded with  wonder,  this  interval  has 
always  been  marked  as  a ftriking  pecu- 
liarity. It  is  well  known,  however, 
that  the  aCtion  of  morbid  contagion  on 
the  fyftem  is  always  delayed  for  a cer- 
tain time  after  its  introduction.  In 
the  infection  of  fevers,  the  interval 
often  confifts  of  many  days,  and  has 
even  been  faid  to  have  extended  to 
three  weeks.  The  venereal  poifon, 
applied  to  the  urethra,  has  been  known 
to  produce  a gonorrhea,  after  an  inter- 
val of  a fortnight  and  fome  days 
always  elapfe  before  it  exerts  that  ac- 
tion. The  faCt  refpeCting  hydrophobia 
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is  therefore  not  Angular  in  its  nature, 
although  the  duration  of  the  interval  i£ 
unufually  long. 

As  the  principal  morbid  appearance 
in  this  body,  was  a peculiar  inflamma- 
tion of  part  of  the  ftomach  and  cefo- 
phagus,  not  fufflcient  to  account  for 
the  death  of  the  patient,  I apprehend 
that  we  muft  ftill  conflder  hydrophobia, 
as  a nervous  difeafe,  of  unknown  nature. 
I believe  we  may  fairly  conflder  the 
appearances  I have  defcribed,  as  the 
proper  effedts  of  the  difeafe,  flnce  four 
hours  and  a half  only  elapfed,  between 
the  death  of  the  patient  and  the  diflec- 
tion s efpecially  as  the  ftomach  con- 
tained a conflderable  quantity  of  fluid. 
It  is  evident  that  fuch  a ftate  of 
the  cefophagus,  joined  to  an  increafed 
irritability  of  the  fyflem,  affords  an  eafy 
explanation  of  the  peculiar  fenflbility 
to  cold  water  and  cold  air.  But  the 
general  diforder  has  been  known  to 
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exiH;  without  this  remarkable  fymp- 
tom ; * the  dread  of  water,  therefore, 
which  has  been  always  confidered  as 
conftituting  the  diagnofis,  is  in  reality 
only  the  fymptom  of  a fymptom.  It 
muft  be  obferved,  however,  that  in 
Dr.  Vaughan’s  two  cafes  of  hydropho- 
bia, though  the  dread  of  water  had 
been  felt  by  both  his  patients,  no 
inflammation  of  the  cefophagus  or  fto- 
mach  appeared  on  the  difledtion  of 
either.  Indeed  the  cafe  before  us  fhews, 
that  the  terror  of  water  does  not  origi- 
nate from  the  local  inflammation  alone, 
for  the  patient  was  able  to  fwallow 
liquids  for  fome  hours  before  death, 
though  the  inflammation  was  certainly 
exifting,  and  perhaps  proceeding  at 
that  time.  The  ceflation  of  this  fymp- 
tom a Ihort  time  before  death,  which 
has  been  obferved  in  fome  other  cafes. 


* Mead,  on  the  Bite  of  the  Mad  Dog.  Lieutaud, 
Precis  de  la  Medicine  pratique.  Art,  Hydrophobia 
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is  therefore  probably  owing  to  the 
decreafe  of  irritability.  The  eafe  with 
which  folids  were  fwallowed  by  this 
patient,  admits  an  obvious  explanation. 
In  the  difeafed  ftate  of  the  oefophagus, 
the  comparatively  fmall  degree  of  con- 
traction, neceffary  for  the  defeent  of 
animal  food,  is  performed  without 
difficulty.  For  the  deglutition  of  li- 
quids, a very  ftriCt  contraction  is  re- 
quired, which  ftrains  and  irritates  the 
inflamed  parts,  and  confequently  occa- 
lions  great  diftrefs. 

In  the  total  want  of  diferiminating 
characters  of  the  general  affeCtion  in 
hydrophobia,  it  is  no  wonder  that  re- 
courfe  has  been  had  to  analogy ; though 
the  fallacy  of  that  method  is  remarkable 
in  nothing  more  than  in  pathological 
difeuffions.  The  clofe  refemblance  be- 
tween this  diforder,  and  fome  cafes  of 
tetanus,  has  been  fully  eftabliffied  by 
Dr.  Percival  and  Dr.  Ruffi,  and  per- 
haps 
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haps  this  important  parallel  includes 
the  principles,  on  which  hydrophobia 
may  at  fome  future  period  be  treated 
with  fuccefs.  The  fadts  now  afcer- 
tained,  of  this  diforder  arifing  fporadi- 
cally,  and  of  its  having  proved  a confe- 
quence  of  fimple  wounds,  or  other  in- 
juries done  to  the  extremities,  without 
the  intervention  of  any  virus,  while 
they  prove  that  hydrophobia  is  not 
always  the  effedt  of  a fpecific  poifon, 
afford  room  to  hope  that  it  may  yet  be 
cured,  without  the  difcovery  of  a fpeci- 
fic antidote. 

The  prevention  of  hydrophobia,  I 
apprehend,  is  only  to  be  expedted  from 
the  immediate  deftrudtion  of  the  bitten 
part.  This  may  be  effedted,  either  by 
excifion,  or  by  exploding  with  gun- 
powder. Perhaps  it  would  be  better, 
afterwards,  to  promote  the  ulceration 
of  the  furrounding  parts,  by  cantha- 
rides,  than  by  the  ufual  method  of 
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cauftic.  The  action  of  the  latter  rnay 
be  too  flow  to  anfwer  the  purpofe. 
That  the  exhibition  of  internal  reme- 
dies, or  the  ufe  of  fimple  external  appli- 
cations, fhould  have  been  fuppofed  to 
prevent  the  acceffion  of  hydrophobia, 
can  excite  no  furprife,  when  it  is  con- 
fidered,  that  a fmall  proportion  only  of 
perfons  really  bitten  by  a mad  animal, 
is  liable  to  fuffer  the  diforder,  * even 
when  the  bite  is  effectually  inflicted, 
with  the  infufion  of  the  faliva ; that 
many  circumftances  may  attend  the 
effort  to  wound,  which  may  obviate  its 
danger ; and  that  the  madnefs  of  the 
animal  is  too  frequently  left  a fubjeCt 
of  conjecture. 

S / ' 

When  the  diforder  is  afcertained, 
very  oppofite  methods  of  cure,  fuppofed 
to  have  been  fuccefsful  at  different 
times,  offer  themfelves  to  the  mind  of 


* See  Dr.  Fothergill’s  Cafe  of  Hydrophobia,  p.  23- 
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the  practitioner.  On  one  hand,  large 
and  repeated  bleedings,  lucceeded  by 
confiderable  dofes  of  mufk  and  opium  ; 
on  the  other,  mercurial  frictions  and 
the  warm  bath ; while  the  probable 
analogy  between  this  difeafe  and  tetanus, 
impreffes  the  advantages  of  cold  bath- 
ing, and  the  moft  powerful  tonics. 

In  different  feafons  and  countries,' 

the  degree  of  inflammatory  tendency, 

in  hydrophobia,  may  be  very  different  j 

but  as  a ftate  of  extreme  irritability 

* 

always  feems  to  accompany  its  advanced 
ftage,  I fhould  conceive  blood-letting, 
at  leaft  when  repeatedly  ufed,  to  be  a 
very  doubtful  remedy.  In  my  patient, 
it  was  prohibited  by  the  ftate  of  the 
pulfe,  the  advanced  period  of  the  dif- 
eafe, and  the  free  ufe  which  had  been 
previoufly  made  of  it. 

Opium  affords  a lefs  equivocal  affift- 
ance,  and  is  indeed  ftrongly  indicated 
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in  the  confirmed  date  of  hydrophobia. 
The  analogy  of  tetanus  appears  to 
encourage  expectation  from  this  re- 
medy ; but  in  a difeafe  which,  like 
hydrophobia,  exhauds  the  powers  of 
life  fo  quickly,  opium  cannot,  perhaps, 
be  fafely  given  to  an  equal  extent.  It 
may  probably  do  mod  fervice,  in  com- 
bination with  a tonic  courfe. 

The  large  ufe  of  mercurial  frictions 
is  faid  to  have  proved  fuccefsful,  in 
this  diforder.  This  method  was  per- 
haps originally  fuggefted,  by  .the  deter- 
mination to  the  falivary  glands,  fo 
remarkable  in  the  courfe  of  the  com- 
plaint. If  fufhcient  time  were  granted 
'for  the  action  of  the  mercury,  I diould 
have  great  doubts  refpecting  its  opera- 
tion. Why  fhould  irritation  fo  power- 
ful be  added,  in  a date  where  exceflive 
irritability  is  the  principal  complaint  ? 
The  tendency  to  inflammation  in  the 
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ftomach  and  cefophagus,  appears  alfo  to 
contra-indicate  the  ufe  of  mercury. 

The  ufe  of  the  warm  bath  was  found 
to  give  great  relief,  in  the  cafe  related 
by  Dr.  Fothergill.  Perhaps,  when  the 
inflammatory  fymptoms  run  high,  and 
when  rigid  fpalms  take  place,  a long- 
continued  immeriion  in  the  warm  bath 
may,  as  in  other  fpafmodic  diforders, 
prove  beneficial. 

But  if  the  analogy  traced  between 
hydrophobia  and  tetanus  may  be  trust- 
ed, we  muft  in  general  expedt  the  cure 
of  this  diforder  from  the  free  employ- 
ment of  bark  and  cold  bathing,  joined 
with  an  ample,  but  judicious  exhibi- 
tion of  opium.  At  all  events,  a fixed 
mode  of  pradtice  fhould  be  inftituted  in 
every  cafe  ; and  the  practitioner  ought 
not  to  take  off  from  the  power  of  any 
one  courfe,  by  mixing  it  indifcreetly 
with  other  methods. 
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The  efficacy  of  oil,  largely  ufed,  both 
externally  and  internally,  has  been 
lately  afferted  in  this  diftemper.  Lu- 
bricating applications  may  fometimes 
quiet  the  irritation,  in  the  inflamed 
cefophagus,  and  are  therefore  not  to  be 
overlooked.  Oil  will  alfo  be  more  rea- 
dily fwallowed  than  other  liquids. 

A thin  mixture  of  vinegar  and  bran 
is  faid  to  have  cured  fome  animals  of 
hydrophobia,  in  France.  If  patients 
can  be  induced  to  fwallow  fuch  a mix- 
ture, there  can  be  no  objedtion  to  it. 
Perhaps  the  admixture  of  fomething 
approaching  to  folidity,  likfc  bran,  may 
render  deglutition  eafier.  As  we  have 
reafon  to  conclude  that  fome  degree  of 
inflammation  fubflfls,  whenever  hydro- 
phobia comes  on,  it  will  be  proper  to 
ufe  fome  means  of  removing  it.  The 
application  of  blifters  to  the  throat 
may  therefore  be  advifeable  ; and  if 
the  patient  could  bear  the  fleam  of 

warm 
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warm  water,  it  might  be  inhaled  with 
advantage,  after  lubricating  the  fauces 
and  cefophagus  by  giving  a mouthful 
of  oil.  The  dreadful  refolution  of  de- 
stroying a hydrophobic  patient  can 
never  be  neceffary  for  the  fafety  of  the 
attendants,  and  is  not  j uftifiable  upon 
any  principle  in  the  medical  fuperin- 
tendants.  I believe  it  is  a very  falfe 
idea,  that  perfons  in  fuch  unhappy  cir- 
cumstances attempt  to  injure  the  by- 
standers. Timidity,  on  the  contrary, 
feems  the  prevailing  feature  of  the 
diforder.  And  obedience  can  at  all 
times  be  commanded,  by  the  Strait- 
waiftcoat,  even  when  convulfive  mo- 
tions are  apt  to  come  on.  I fear  it  is 
not  unneceffary  to  add  this  caution  to 
the  reft ; for  I remember  an  inftance 
of  fuch  a refolution,  executed  with  cir- 
cumstances of  peculiar  barbarity,  on  a 
poor  child,  about  nine  years  ago,  by 
the  direction  of  the  medical  attendants, 
a few  days  after  the  Sufferer  was  Seized 
with  hydrophobia. 
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CONTAGIOUS,  AND  NEW  DISEASES. 

In  popular  queftions,  the  topics  of 
difcuffion  frequently  arife  from  parti- 
culars of  the  fmalleffc  importance. 
While  innumerable  methods  are  pro- 
pofed  for  fupporting  the  poor  of  this 
nation,  with  the  lead:  poffible  expence, 
it  has  not  been  fufficiently  explained 
to  the  public,  that  their  prefent  fitu- 
ation  is  extremely  dangerous,  and 
often  deftrudtive  of  health  and  life,  to 
the  middle  and  higher  ranks  of  fociety. 
The  poor  ftill  labour  under  thofe  hard- 
fhips  which  appear  to  have  occalioned 
the  frequency  of  peftilential  difeafes, 
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* i 

in  earlier  dates  of  fociety.  Their 
habitations  are  fcanty,  clofe,  and 
filthy;  the  comforts  of  frequent  change 
and  renewal  of  apparel  are  unknown 
to  them  ; their  food  is  often  ina- 
dequate to  their  exertions ; and  this 
circumdance,  joined  to  the  mortify- 
ing fenfe  of  their  condition*  produ- 
ces a continual  deprefiion  of  fpi- 
rits,  out  of  which  they  can  only  be 
roufed  by  the  ufe  of  drong  liquors. 
From  thefe  caufes  refult  confequences 
fo  extenfively  and  dreadfully  felt,  that 
it  will  be  proper  to  drengthen  my 
affertion  of  them,  by  (hewing  that  I 
adhere  in  it  to  the  opinions  of  the  bed 
writers.  Mod  of  the  ancient  writers 
agreed  that  new  difeafes  were  frequent- 
ly arifing.  Barchufen,  in  his  chapter 
de  Morborum  Novitate,  fays,  Plerique 
veterum  inter  fe  conveniebant,  pauca 
intercedere,  fed  plura  morborum  genera 
indies  exoriri.  This  is  not  true  of  the 
fmall-pox  and  mealies  only,  which 
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appeared  in  the  middle  age,  or  the 
lues,  fudor  anglicanus,  and  other  dif- 
eafes  well  known  to  be  of  late  date, 
but  the  time  when  hydrophobia  and 
elephantiafis  were  introduced  into 
Europe  is  marked  by  Celfus  * * * § and 
Pliny;  -f  Plutarch  agrees  with  them, 
in  the  traditions  relating  to  thefe  dif- 
eafes.  J Dio  Caffius§  mentions  a new 
difeafe  contracted  by  the  Roman  army 
in  Arabia  Felix.  Another  diforder, 
the  lichenae,  or  mentagra,  which  is 
now  loft  to  us,  (if  it  has  not  dege- 
nerated into  the  cynanche-  parotidaea, 
or  mumps)  was  imported  from  Alia  to 
Rome,  and  raged  among  the  nobility, 
according  to  Pliny. That  Shocking 


* Lib.  III.  cap.  xxv.  f Lib.  XXXVI.  cap.  i. 

| Sympofiac.  8.  Queft.  9.  Caelius  Aurelianus,  however, 
fays,  that  hydrophobia  vv^s  previoufly  known,  but  by  a 

different  name.  Lib.  III.  cap.  xv. 

§ Lib.  LIII.  Lib.  XXVI.  cap.  i. 
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diforder,  the  plica  polonica,  made  its 
firft  appearance  in  the  laft  century. 
Claudinus  afferts  this,  in  his  Practice 
of  Phyfic,  and  I have  feen  (I  think,  in 
the  curious  treatife  of  Joannes  Tar- 
dinus  de  Pilis ) a copy  of  the  appli- 
cation made  by  the  Poliffl  Phyficians 
to  the  univerfity  of  Paris,  in  which 
they  defcribe  the  difeafe  as  new,  highly 
epidemical,  and  baffling  every  effort 
for  its  cure. 

♦ • . 

Gliffon  affures  us,  in  his  treatife  on 
the  fubjedt,  that  the  rickets  were  firft 
known  in  England,  thirty  years  only 
before  he  wrote.  Barchufen  confirms 
the  opinion  of  its  being  a new  difeafe, 
confined  to  the  weftern  parts  of  this 
ifland.  The  croup  was  notorioufly  a 
difeafe  unknown  to  phyficians,  within 
thefe  thirty  years,  and  is  ftill  confined, 
in  a great  meafure,  to  the  eaftern  coaft 
of  the  kingdom.  The  leproly  was  de- 
fcribed,  a few  years  ago,  as  a very  acute 

and 
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and  fatal  diforder,  in  one  of  the  pro- 
vinces of  France;  the  yaws,  the  fib- 
bens,  and  other  national  infectious  dis- 
orders, afford  ftrong  proofs  of  the  va- 
riety of  animal  poifons,  and  Mr.  Hun- 
ter, in  his  excellent  book  on  the  Lues, 
has  given  good  reafons  for  believing, 
that  new  poifons  are  now  produced 
among  the  poor  of  great  cities. 

The  difeafes  arifing  from  wretcbed- 
nefs,  differ  in  this  refpect  from  thofe 
of  luxury;  the  firft  are  generally  in- 
fectious, the  latter  folitary,  but  here- 
ditary. This  obfervation  would  fur- 
nifh  an  excellent  moral,  but  as  it  is 
needlefs  to  fuggeft  it,  I pafs  on  to  my 
next  point. 

All  infectious  animal  poifons,  that 
of  the  hydrophobia  excepted,  appear 
to  be  formed  originally  from  the  hu- 
man body.  This  has  been  the  opinion 
of  almoft  every  medical  writer,  fince 

the 


AND  NEW  DISEASE'S.  223 

the  publication  of  Sir  John  Pringle’s 
book  on  the  difeafes  of  the  army. 
Many  feparate  fadts,  of  old  date,  had 
pointed  out  the  truth,  but,  till  the 
diftrefies  of  camps  and  hofpitals  pre- 
fented  it  to  that  attentive  phyfician, 
they  were  negledted  and  ufelefs,  like 
many  valuable  paftages  in  the  writings 
of  the  old  phyficians. 

The  fadts  to  which  I allude,  relate 
to  the  firft  plagues  of  Athens  and  Rome. 
Thucydides  and  Plutarch  afcribe  the 
former  to  the  multitudes  of  ruftics,  in- 
troduced into  the  city  by  Pericles,  and 

\ 

crouded  together  in  huts,  within  the 
walls.  Livy  imputed  the  firft  plague 
of  . Rome,  to  the  number  of  inhabit- 
ants penned  up  in  its  narrow  limits. 

* 

The  opinions  of  phyficians  have  been 
ftrangely  divided,  on  the  origin  of  in- 
fedtious  fevers.  If,  as  Sydenham  has 
afterted,  the  fpecies  of  epidemics  be 
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infinite,  fuch  differences  might  have 
been  expected  j but  a comparifon  of 
accurate  defcriptions  (which  are  not 
very  common,  however,  in  medical 
books)  does  not  confirm  his  opinion  ; 
and  it  is  more  probable,  that  all  expla- 
nations being  unfatisfadory,  authors 
equally  felt  the  impofiibility  of  acqui- 
efcing  in  any  one. 

As  an  acquaintance  with  opinions  un- 
happily forms  a large  fhare  of  human 
knowledge,  it  is  neceflary  to  mention 
lome  of  the  principal  theories  relating 
to  the  rife  of  plague  and  pesti- 
lential fever.  I place  thefe  to- 
gether, for  I apprehend  the  plague  to 
be  a fever,  attended  with  fome  unufual 
fymptoms,  chiefly  produced  by  its 
violence.  This  opinion  I have  formed 
principally  from  Diemerbroek’s  Cafes  of 
Plague,*  which  have  every  charader  of 

* Dr.  Sydenham  has  induftrioufly  traced  a refem- 
blance  between  the  plague  and  eryfipelas,  fo  far  was  he 
from  confidering  the  former  as  a peculiar  difeafe. 
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accuracy,  and  are  recommended  by 
the  experience  and  attention  of  that 
author,  and  by  the  good  fenfe  of  his 
practice.  And  although  the  fymptoms 
of  eruptions  and  buboes  be  diftin- 
guifhed  by  individual  characters  in  the 
plague,  yet  they  do  not  depart,  in  their 
general  type,  very  far  from  the  fymp- 
toms of  malignant  fevers  5 for  the  latter 
are  very  commonly  attended  by  flat 
eruptions,  which  phyficians  term  pe- 
techias, and  glandular  abfcefles  are  not 
unfrequent  in  them  ; although  perhaps 
fuch  abfcefles  are  more  rare  at  prefent, 
than  they  were  two  centuries  ago.* 

Diemerbroek, 

* — Plurimi,  iique  non  vulgares  mcdici,  in  earn 
venerint  fententiam,  peftilentiam  nihil  aliud  die,  quam 
febrem  fumme  putridam,  ac  putredinis  quodam  gradu 
excellentiore  folum  ab  aliis  putridis  diiferentem.  Sen- 
nert.  tom.  IJ.  cap.  cxxxi. 

Hence  Dr.  Cullen’s  definition  of  the  plague  : 

<f  Typhus,  cum  fumma  debilitate.” 

CL 


it 


236  ORIGIN  OF  CONTAGIOUS 

Diemerbroek,  Dr.  Willis,  and  fome 
other  eminent  medical  writers  of  the 
laft  century,  fuppofed  the  plague  to  be 
always  an  infliction  from  the  Deity: 
others,  as  Plempius,  and  fome  philo- 
fophers,  of  whom  it  is  only  neceflary 
to  name  Lord  Verulam,  believed  it  to 
be  caufed  by  demoniacal  influence. 


Nec  poterant  quibus  id  fieret  cognofcere  caufis. 

Ergo  perfugium  fibi  habebant  omnia  divis 

Tradere.  T ...  Tr  / 

JLucret.  lib.  V.  1191. 


It  was  a queftion  among  the  phyficians  of  the  laft 
century,  whether  the  plague  could  exift  without  a fever. 
This  was  owing,  evidently,  to  the  rapidity  with  which 
the  difeafe  deftroyed,  in  fome  cafes.  Diemerbroek,  in 
his  forty-firft  hiftory,  gives  a cafe  of  a mild  plague, 
fimilar  to  the  inftances  we  fometimes  fee  of  mild  natural 
fmall-pox. 

We  mull  not  fuffer  ourfelves  to  be  deceived  by  names. 
*01  1*0$,  Peftis,  (Matr/jia , only  imply  deftruttion  or  depra- 
vation. 

Mr.  Holwell,  and  the  other  fufferejs  who  efcaped  from 
the  black  hole,  in  Calcutta,  underwent  in  confequence, 
a fever  \yhich  in  its  crifis  refembled  the  plague. 


With 
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With  refpeCt  to  fecondary  caufes, 
peflilential  fevers  were  commonly  fup- 
pofed  to  be  produced  by  a certain  ftate 
of  the  atmofphere,  which  was  con- 
lidered  as  loaded  with  the  poifon.  To 
this  fuppofition  Mercurialis  properly 
objected,  that  if  the  whole  atmofphere 
were  contaminated,  no  perfon  could 
efcape  the  difeafe.  Sennertus  therefore 
imagined,  that  the  poifon  was  only  dif- 
perfed  in  different  parts  of  the  atmo- 
fphere. More  accurate  obfervations 
have  proved,  that  the  difeafe  is  propa- 
gated by  contagion  alone,  and  this 
might  have  been  fully  learnt  from 
Diemerbroek’s  fads,  though  that  au- 
thor held  the  contrary  opinion. 

It  was  allowed,  however,  (excepting 
by  Sydenham)  that  the  fenfible  ftate  of 
the  weather  had  very  little  connection 
with  the  appearance  of  the  plague,  as 
there  were  examples  of  its  being 
introduced  in  all  kinds  of  feafons.  ' 

0^2  Sydenham 
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Sydenham  owns,  that  befides  the  fecret 
conftitution  of  the  air,  infedtion  is 
necefiary  to  produce  the  plague.  Some 
phyficians  believed,  that  particular 
afpedts  of  the  planets  cccafioned  the 
plague.  The  conjundtion  of  Jupiter 
and  Saturn  was  reckoned  particularly 
inaufpicious  : I remember  that  about 
eight  years  ago,  a pamphlet  was  pub- 
lished, foreboding  a peftilence,  among 
other  calamities,  from  that  event. 
There  were  fome  other  idle  opinions,* 
more  held  by  philofophers  than  by  the 
faculty,  fuch  as  the  produdtion  of  the 
difeafe  by  ointments  ; which  is  ad- 
mitted by  Diemerbroek,  with  this 
necelfary  qualification,  that  the  chief 
ingredient  muft  be  the  contagious 
matter.  But  the  principal  fecondary 

* That  of  Paracelfus  is  the  moll  curious  and  extrava- 
gant. He  fuppofed  that  when  a man,  thinking  of  the 
plague,  looked  on  the  moon,  he  infetted  that  planet ; 
and  that  the  Archeiis,  taking  fright  at  the  moon’s  ap- 
pearance, became  frantic,  and  thus  produced  the  fymp- 
toms  of  the  plague. 


caufe. 
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caufe,  acknowledged  by  almoft  all  wri- 
ters, and  by  fame  constituted  as  the 
effence  of  the  difeafe,  was  putridity. 
The  ancients  appear  to  have  acknow- 
ledged no  difference  between  the  putre- 
faction of  the  living  and  the  dead 
body,  and  this  important  diftinCtion  is 
too  much  negleCted  by  modern  wri- 
ters. Living  putridity  is  only  marked 
as  excellentiore  gradu , excepting  a wri- 
ter mentioned  by  Sennertus,  Thomas 
Minadous,  who  held,  that  in  the 
plague  there  was  not  proper  putridity, 
but  putridity  fecundum  quid  ; and  Fre- 
deric Hoffman,  who  has  exprefhy  dif- 
tinguifhed  them,  but  by  a theory  of 
little  value  : he  fuppofes  living  putri- 
dity to  confifl  in  the  corruption  of  the 
lymph,  and  dead  putridity  in  the  cor- 
ruption of  the  blood. 

The  diftinCHon  between  them  is 
very  obvious  in  fome  difeafes  : the  laft 
degree  of  putrefaction,  the  abfolute 

Q^3  death 


1 
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death  of  the  folids,  is  fo  far  from 
being  the  laft  ftage  of  peftilential  dis- 
orders, that  it  is  a favourable  fymptom 
in  typhus  when  the  nails  and  extre- 
mities of  the  fingers  mortify  : patients 
commonly  recover  with  this  appearance, 
which  is  the  necrosis  of  Sauvages. 
And  I have  been  informed,  by  a very 
refpedtable  friend,  who  now  occupies 
the  anatomical  chair  in  one  of  the 
univerfities  of  a neighbouring  king- 
dom ,*  that  while  he  afiifted  in  the 
late  Dr.  Hunter’s  diffe&ing  room,  he 
obferved  that  bodies  marked  with 
petechiae,  therefore  probably  dead  of 
malignant  fevers,  did  not  putrefy  fo 
foon  as  thofe  which  were  entirely  free 
from  petechial  appearances.  I Shall 
have  occafion  to  obferve  afterwards, 
that  the  poifons  produced  by  thefe 
two  different  kinds  of  putridity  are 
communicated,  generally,  in  different 

* Since  this  eflay  was  written,  the  public  has  loft  the 
gentleman  alluded  to,  Mr.  Hamilton  of  Glafgow. 

ways. 
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ways,  and  give  rife  to  very  different 
fymptoms. 

It  is  a*  general  opinion,  that  pefli- 
lential  diforders  are  occafioned  by  the 
effluvia  of  dead  bodies,  but  there  is 
reafon  to  queftion  the  truth  of  this. 
When  plague  has  appeared,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  places  where  many 
bodies  had  remained  unburied,  after 
general  engagements,  other  caufes  can 
be  pointed  out,  as  more  likely  to  have 
produced  it.  But  many  inflances  can 
be  produced,  in  which  thoufands  of 
dead  bodies  have  been  left  to  putrefy 
on  the  field  of  battle,  without  caufing 
peftilential  diftempers.  This  was  not 
unnoticed  by  the  attentive  Diemer- 
broek.  Cadavera,  five  hominum,” 

fays  he,  <f  five  aliorum  animalium 
“ putrefcentia  peftem  non  generare,  do- 
“ cent  multas  magnae  flrages,  in  quibus 
“ tabs  cadaverum  inhumatorum  pu- 
et  trefaftio  nullas  peftes  induxit.  Anno 

0^4  “ 1642 
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“1642  in  agro  Juliacenfi,  maxima 
“ ftrages  fada  eft,  et  ad  minimum 
“ 8000  militum,  occifa  fuerunt,  praeter 
“ majorem  adhuc  famulorum,  ruftico- 
“ rum,  aurigarum,  puerorum  & tau- 
“ lierum  numerum,  atque  equorum 
te  copiam  innumerabilem ; corpora  in- 
“ humata  fub  diu  computruerunt, 
“ nulla  tamen  peftis  infecuta  eft.  Hie 
“ in  Germania,  durantibus  his  noftri 
“ aevi  crudeliffimis  bellis,  etiam  pluri- 
t(  mas  maxima?  ftrages  fadas  funt,  poft 
4t  multas  tamen  illarum  nulla  pefte  fub- 
<e  fequente”  (p.  31.).  Thefe  fads  are 
ftrengthened  by  a well  known  circum- 
ftance,  that  in  no  cafe  could  the  origin 
of  a putrid  fever  be  ever  traced  to  the 
effluvia  of  dead  bodies  in  a difteding 
room.  Nor  have  fevers  been  obferved 
to  originate,  or  to  rage  more  feverely 
in  houfes  furrounding  church-yards,  in 
the  middle  of  large  towns,  though  the 
ftench  of  the  putrid  bodies,  over-heaped 
in  fuch  receptacles,  is  often  infufferably 

often  five. 
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offenfive.  It  is  true,  that  the  putrefac- 
tion of  dead  bodies  generates  a poifon, 
which  is  highly  noxious  when  received 
into  the  living  body,  by  a wo.und,  or 
any  raw  furface,  but  this  poifon  does 
not  feem  to  infedt,  like  that  of  fevers, 
by  exhalation,  and  its  firft  effedt  (un- 
like the  other)  is  to  occafion  the 
death  of  the  part  where  it  is  ad- 
mitted. 

It  muft  not  be  concealed,  that  noxi- 
ous effluvia  frequently  arife  from  pu- 
trefying bodies,  in  a certain  ftate.*  Dr. 
Monro  mentions  a remarkable  inftance 
of  this,  in  his  Treatife  on  the  Dropfy, 
and  fome  later  examples  are  recorded 
by  Mr.  St.  John.  But  it  does  not  ap- 
pear, that  in  the  cafes  he  mentions,  the 


* It  appears,  from  fome  late  obfervations,  made  on 
altering  the  vaults  of  a church,  in  France,  that  the  confined 
effluvia  of  putrid  bodies  produce  fever,  when  brought 
into  a&ion.  Perhaps  this  is  the  folution  of  the  queftion. 


noxious 
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noxious  effluvia  produced  any  fymp- 
toms  refembling  thofe  of  peftilential 
fever  j on  the  contrary,  they  adted  by 
diredt  ftimulus,  occafioning  inflamma- 
tory complaints,  from  which  we  may 
conclude,  that  they  are  elfentially  dif- 
ferent from  febrile  contagion. 

Diemerbroek  inclines  to  think  that 
the  plague  may  be  produced  by  putrid 
food,  but  the  inftances  he  produces  are 
chiefly  thofe  of  long  lieges,  where  other 
caufes  concur  in  occafioning  fevers 
and  his  principal  example,  the  plague 
of  Marfeilles,  during  its  liege  by  Tre- 
bonius,  fails  him ; for  Casfar  does  not 
fay  that  the  Maffilians  ufed  putrid 
food,  but  Hale  and  fpoilt  corn,  which 
only  afforded  imperfedt  nourilhment  : 
“ Gravi  etiam  peftilentia  conflidtati, 
“ ex  diutina  conclulione,  6c  mutatione 
“ vidtus  (panico  enim  vetere,  atque 
(<  hordeo  corrupto  omnes  alebantur  ; 
“ quod  ad  hujufmodi  cafus  antiquitus 

(t  paratum 
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(t  paratum  in  publicum  contulerant).” 
Bell.  Civil,  lib.  II.  cap.  xxii.  1* 

. » 

It  is  now  generally  alld\ved,  that  the 
effluvia  of  living  perfons,  confined  in 
clofe  fituations,  produces  the  poifon  of 
fever.  This  has  been  too  fatally  proved 
by  the  mortality  in  jails  and  hofpitals. 
Want  of  cleanlinefs  certainly  produces 
the  fame  effeds ; for  I have  known  a 
peflilential  fever  produced  in  a new- 
raifed  regiment,  in  quarters  where  re- 
gular troops  are  always  very  healthy, 
and  where  there  is  a conftant  ventila- 
tion of  the  brifkeft  kind. 

It  is  peculiar  to  the  animal  poifons, 
that  they  not  only  give  rife  to  a difeafe 
fimilar  to  their  original,  but  that,  how- 
ever fmall  the  quantity  applied,  they 
convert  a large  portion  of  the  fluids  to 
their  own  nature.  Several  queftions 
arife  on  this  fubjed. 


1.  Does 
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1.  Does  contagion  operate  imme- 
diately on  the  nervous  or  circulating 
fyftems?  From  the  fuddennefs  of  the 
attack,  .in  many  cafes,  after  expofure, 
it  is  commonly,  and  I believe  juftly, 
iuppofed  to  adl  immediately  on  the 

nervous  fvftem. 

* 

2.  Does  it  operate  by  contadt  only,  or 
ad  dijians  f This  queftion  once  divided 
the  medical  fchools;  but  from  a variety 
of  fadts,  and  particularly  from  thofe 
o'f  Diemerbroek,  I think  it  tolerably 
evident,  that  the  contagion  of  fever  may 
be  propagated  by  an  impreffion  on  the 
olfadtory  nerves.  It  is  ufual  for  perfons 
to  complain  of  an  intolerable  fmell 
about  the  fick,  when  they  receive  in- 
fedtion.  This  mode  of  infedtion,  in- 
deed, is  refolvable  into  contadt. 

r 

3.  Does  contagion  produce  both  pu- 
tridity and  contagious  matter?  This 
queftion  was  never  confidered,  by  thofe 

who 
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who  made  the  eflence  of  peftilential 
fevers  confift  in  putridity.  At  prefent, 
we  know  that  a patient,  labouring  under 
a Ample  nervous  fever,  without  any 
fymptoms  of  putridity  who  commu- 
nicates the  difeafe  to  two  different  per- 
fons,  may  give  to  one  a difeafe  exactly 
like  his  own,  and  to  the  other  a putrid 
fever.  And  the  putrid  fymptoms  com- 
monly appear  fo  late,  that  they  may  be 
properly  referred  to  the  conftitution, 
and  reckoned  acceffory  fymptoms. 

4.  Does  contagion  affimilate  all  the 
fluids  to  its  own  nature  ? I think  there 
are  ifrong  objections  to  the  affirmative 
of  this  queftion. 

a Becaufe  many  phenomena,  in  the 
fymptoms  and  cure  of  fevers,  point  out 
a fpafmodic  affeCtion,  or  difeafed  aCtion 
of  the  extreme  blood  velfels,  as  the  real 
caufe  of  fever.  Ample  proof  of  this 
may  be  found  in  the  books  of  Piens, 

floffman. 
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Hoffman,  and  Dr.  Cullen.  This  affec- 
tion is  fupported  by  the  aftion  of  the 
contagion,  and  perhaps  is  ftrength- 
ened  as  more  contagion  is  produced. 
If  all  the  fluids,  then,  were  converted 
into  a contagious  mafs,  no  patient 
could  recover  from  a fever  of  a fort- 
night’s continuance. 

b Neither  would  a patient,  after 
recovering  from  a nervous  fever,  ceafe 
to  infedt  others,  till  the  whole  mafs  of 
his  fluids  were  changed. 

c Nor  would  peftilential  difeafes  be 
fo  fpeedily  cured,  as  we  often  fee  them, 
by  throwing  in  a fmall  quantity  of 
bark  and  wine,  which  can  only  be 
fuppofed  to  adt,  by  checking  the  mor- 
bid ftate  of  the  moving  fibres.  Ano- 
ther queftion,  connected  with  this, 
and  illuftrative  of  it,  is,  whether  the 
dead  body  of  a perfon  deftroyed  by  a 
plague  or  fever,  be  capable  of  commu- 
nicating 
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nicating  infection.  On  this  fubjedt, 
fadts  are  wanting.  Rondeletius  (as 
quoted  by  Sennertus)  aflerted  that  he 
had  difledted  bodies  dead  of  the  plague, 
in  prefence  of  many  of  his  pupils, 
with  perfedt  fafety.  Diemerbroek  is 
of  opinion  that  the  dead  body  may 
infedt,  while  it  continues  warm.  If  it 
be  true,  that  only  a part  of  the  animal 
fluids  is  rendered  contagious,  when  the 
patient  dies,  the  exhalation  of  poifon 
muft  be  flopped  by  the  extindlion  of 
the  difeafe.  Many  phyficians  of  the 
laft  century,  and  Diemerbroek  among 
the  reft,  however,  believed  that  the 
putrid  dead  body  was  more  infedtious 
than  the  living  patient.* 

5.  It  is  an  important  queftion, 
whether  the  contagious  matter  can  be 

* Foreftus  thought  the  dead  body  lefs  infeftious. 
Hoffman,  dc  venen.  Corp.  Human,  tom.  I.  p.  203. 
See  Garmann  De  Cadaverum  Contagio,  on  this  fubjedt, 
from  p.  363  to  371. 


deftroyed. 
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deftroyed,  as  it  ilfues  from  the  body. 
If,  as  Mr.  St.  John  imagines,  the  poi- 
fon  of  fevers  is  a peculiar  gas  exhaled 
from  the  furface,  fome  fortunate  dif- 
covery  may  poffibly  furnilh  us  with 
the  method  of  neutralizing  it,  fo  as  to 
prevent  it  from  infeCting  the  patient’s 
affiftants ; but  experiments  are,  per- 
haps, both  too  hazardous  and  too  diffi- 
cult, in  this  cafe. 

The  fources  of  pedilential  difor- 
ders,  then,  of  dyfenteries,  and  fome 
of  the  word;  cutaneous  diforders,  have 
been  lieges,  camps,  jails,  and  hofpitals. 
The  plague  itfelf  appears  to  originate 
with  the  crouded  inhabitants  of  the 
miferable  villages  in  the  ead.  , 

It  is  a faCt  equally  alarming  and  true, 

/ ^ 

that  many  perfons  in  indigent  circum- 
dances,  are  expofed,  in  our  great  towns, 
to  fuch  evils  as  I have  Ihewn  to  be 
productive  of  febrile  contagion,  and 

probably 
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probably  of  new  dlfeafes.  The  degree 
of  mifery,  exifting  even  in  manufac- 
turing towns,  is  only  to  be  credited  by 
thofe  who  have  witnefted  it.  The 
poor  are  indeed  the  firft  fufferers,  but 
the  mifchief  does  not  always  reft  with 
them.  By  fecret  avenues  it  reaches  the 
mod;  opulent,  and  feverely  revenges 
their  negleft,  or  infenfibility  to  the 
wretchednefs  furrounding  them. 

In  all  unhealthy  feafons,  and  times  of 
public  diftrefs,  the  poorer  members  of 
the  community  are  moft  deeply  injured, 
and  moft  ealily  affedted  by  the  caufes 
of  difeafe ; all  the  methods  of  guard- 
ing  againft  infection,  or  of  deftroying  it 
where  it  has  once  entered,  are  to  a 
certain  degree  expenlive,  and  require, 
beftdes,  an  activity  not  to  be  expedted 
from  the  fullen  indolence  of  the  poor. 
Their  want  of  knowledge,  and  want  of 
forelight  alfo  incapacitate  them  from 
any  effectual  ftruggles  againft  epidemics. 

R In 
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In  all  thefe  fituations,  the  circum- 
ftances  which  feem,  from  our  inquiry, 
to  produce  animal  poifons,  are,  as  I 
have  already  faid,  thofe  to  which  the 
poor  are  ftill  expofed. 

Thefe  circumflances  arc, 

I.  Want  of  frefh  air. 

II.  A deficient  or  improper  diet. 

III.  Want  of  cleanlinefsj  and  chief- 
ly want  of  a proper  renewal  and 
change  of  clothes. 

IV.  Anxiety  and  depreffion  of  fpirits. 

I have  placed  the  lafl  among  the 
efficient  caufes,  becaufe  it  is  not  proved 
that  the  mere  confinement  of  the  efflu- 

1 

via  of  clean  and  healthy  perfons,  free 
from  mental  uneafinefs,  can  become 
poifonous  ; otherwife  the  clofe  rooms 
of  an  elegant  houfe  might  produce  fe- 
vers. 
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vers,  as  well  as  garrets  and  cellars ; 
behdes,  it  will  be  readily  admitted  as 
an  efficient  caufe,  by  thofe  who  have 
obferved  the  changes  in  fores,  or 
flumps,  occaftoned  by  paffions  of  the 
mind.  * Dr.  Hoffman  gives  an  in- 

flance,  from  his  own  knowledge,  of 
death  produced  by  the  bite  of  a man 
highly  enraged,  in  confequence  of  the 
poifonous  nature  of  the  faliva.  That 
the  poor  perpetuate  animal  poifons,  can- 
not be  doubted.  When  a fever  either 
arifes,  or  is  introduced  into  the  houfe 
of  a poor  perfon,  every  circumftance 
favouring  its  progrefs,  it  generally  at- 
tacks the  family  in  fucceffion  : their 
clothes,  and  the  woollen  and  cotton 

l 

* One  of  the  ftrongeft  fhocks  ever  given  to  the  hu- 
moral pathology,  is  the  cure  of  fiphylis  effetted  by 
opium. 

Diemerbroek  produces  feveral  fatts  to  prove,  that  fear 
and  anxiety  render  perfons  particularly  liable  to  the 
attack  of  plague. 

> R 2 parts 
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parts  of  their  furniture  become  infe&ed, 
retain  the  infection  tenacioully,  and  are 
capable  of  communicating  the  difeafe 
for  a long  time.  Thefe  they  can  nei- 
ther afford  to  purify  or  deftroy.  Thus 
their  dwellings  and  perfons  continually 
breathe  contagion  ; and  where  this  is 
the  fituation,  not  of  one  family  only, 
but  of  a very  great  number,  it  is  hardly 
poflible  to  prevent  the  communication 
of  the  difeafe  to  the  families  of  the 
rich,  among  whom  it  would  never  have 
been  produced. 

We  are  told  by  Diemerbroek,  that  it 
was  a common  practice  in  Italy  and 
France,  when  the  plague  appeared  in 
any  large  town,  to  drive  out  the  poor 
immediately;*  fo  fully  were  the  magi- 
ftrates  convinced  that  the  difeafe  was 


* At  the  commencement  of  the  plague  of  Marfeilles, 
all  beggars  were  ordered  to  quit  the  town.  Account  of 
the  Plague  of  Marfeilles,  1721. 
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preferved  and  propagated  by  them.  It 
is  well  known  that  a nervous  fever  of 
the  w’orft  kind  is  rendered  endemical  in 
Edinburgh,  by  the  practice  of  mewing 
up  families  in  fmall  fubterraneous 
dwellings,  where  the  contagion  is  con- 
ftantly  reproduced.  The  cellars  fo  fre- 
quently inhabited,  in  this  place,  are 
better  ventilated  than  thofe  of  Edin- 
burgh, but  may  become  pernicious  alfo, 
when  age  fhall  have  rendered  them 
equally  dirty.  I have  known  a nervous 
fever,  which  was  putrid  alfo  in  many 
cafes,  preferved  in  a fmall  town,  for 
almoft  two  years,  among  the  poor  alone. 
The  manner  of  building  pradtifed  there 
was  evidently  the  caufe.  The  principal 
ftreets  are  wide,  and  laid  down  at  right 
angles  j but  the  poor  are  pent  up  in 
fmall  houfes,  huddled  together  in  nar- 
row alleys,  which  are  commonly  fhut 
up  at  one  end.  But  one  of  the  mod: 
fatisfadtory  inftances  of  this  fort,  was 
obferved  by  Dr.  Heylham,  at  Carlifle, 

in 
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in  1778  or  1779.  A fever  of  the  ner- 
vous kind  raged  in  that  city,  which  did 
not  feem  to  have  been  introduced  from 
any  neighbouring  place.  Dr.  Heylham, 
with  great  induftry,  traced  its  origin  to 
a houfe  near  one  of  the  gates,  which 
was  tenanted  by  five  or  fix  very  poor 
families ; thefe  unhappy  creatures  had 
blocked  up  every  avenue  of  light  (as 
Dr.  Heyfham  exprefles  it)  with  which 
even  wretchednefs  could  difpenfe,  to 
leflen  the  burden  of  the  window-tax, 
and  thus  contaminated  the  air  of  their 
cells,  to  fuch  a degree,  as  to  produce 
the  poifon  of  fever  among  them. 

/ 

1 

Thus  it  appears,  that  the  fafety  of 
the  rich  is  intimately  connected  with 
the  welfare  of  the  poor,  and  that  a 
minute  and  conftant  attention  to  their 
wants,  is  not  lefs  an  ad:  of  felf-prefer- 
vation  than  of  virtue.  For  we  are  not 
only  expofed  now,  to  the  ravages  of 
diforders,  the  poifons  of  which  are 
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perpetuated  in  the  abodes  of  mifery, 
but  we  are  threatened  with  the  rife  of 
new  contagions,  the  danger  of  which 
cannot  be  foretold,  nor  perhaps  the 
remedies  eafily  afcertained.  In  this 
the  true  danger  of  luxury  confifts, 
which  I think  authors  have  too  much 
overlooked  : the  exceffes  of  an  indi- 
vidual, in  their  direct  confequences, 
affedt  only  himfelf  and  his  family : 
but  when  voluptuous  habits  induce 
him  to  withhold  his  real  fuperfluities 
from  the  indigent,  he  contributes  to 
the  difeafes  and  deftrudtion  of  thou- 
fands. 

p 

Accident  and  misfortune  have  too 
often  done  thofe  fervices  to  mankind, 
which  wifdom  would  not  have  been 
permitted  to  render.  The  fire  of 
London  extirpated  the  plague  in  this 
country,  and  even  the  blow  of  an  affaffin 
once  proved  a falutary  remedy.  Per- 
haps fome  fuch  extraordinary  circum- 

ftances 
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fiances  muft  do  fop  us,  what  it  is  in  our 
power  to  do  for  ourfelves,  in  difarming 
the  virulence  of  animal  poifons,  by 
increafing  the  happinefs  of  our  fellow- 
, creatures.  To  imagine,  that  by  any 
human  prudence,  all  mifery  (even  from 
indigence)  can  be  relieved,  or  all  con- 
tagion deftroyed,  would  be  ridicu- 
lous j but  as  events,  unexpected,  or 
certainly  not  promoted  with  this  view, 
have  abated  the  frequency  and  violence 
of  fome  epidemics,  I fee  no  reafon  to 
doubt,  that  prudence,  by  imitating  fuch 
operations,  may  ftill  farther  lefien  the 
evils  of  difeafe.  In  any  event,  a clofer 
attention  to  the  comfort  of  the  poor, 
than  is  commonly  practifed,  is  a defire- 
able  object  of  attainment ; and  it  may 
excite  the  benevolence  of  fome  men,  if 
they  can  be  convinced,  that  acts  of 
charity  will  not  only  ferve  them  in 
another  life,  but  promife  them  a longer 
enjoyment  of  the  prefent. 


THE  END. 


